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INTRODUCTION 


This is my sixth book on Interurbans of New York State. 
The Buffalo, Lockport and Rochester Railway started ser- 
vice in September 1908. Reorganzied in 1919 as the Roch- 
ester, Lockport and Buffalo R. R., it operated a high speed 
line for 54 miles to Lockport, with rights over the Inter- 
national Railway tracks to Buffalo, Niagara Falls and Olcott. 


Freight was interchanged with Buffalo and Lake Erie 
Railway at Swan St. freight house in Buffalo; with Roch- 
ester, Syracuse & Eastern at. Erie Freight house in 
Rochester. For stories and history of the R. 8S. & E. read 


the 190 page book on the Beebe Syndicate of nine trolley 


lines, 2 steamboat and one railroad company with 340 pic- 
tures. 


“Toronto Special’ ran twice daily from Rochester to 
Olcott .dock where pasengers changed to steamboats for 
Toronto. The steamers “‘Argyle’’, “Olcott” and ‘‘Chicora”’ 
were used from 1911 to 1915. 


‘1958; ‘sold out. 


OTHER BOOKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR |: 


Rochester and Sodus Bay, second edition, 1962, 150 pic| : 
tures, 80 pages $2.25. I, 
Rochester, Syracuse & Eastern, 340 pictures, 19) 
pages, with collaboration of James W. McFarlane, $3.4) | 
of Beebe Syndicate of nine trolley companies, and Newar| 
and Marion R. R. Above books are 81 x 11. 


Fonde, Johnstown & Gloversville R. R. and Trolleys 


Rochester, Charlotte and Manitou Beach trolleys, 1891) 
1924; sold out. 


Rochester & Eastern to Geneva, 1903-1930; gold ‘out! t 


| BOOKS TO COME 


For a book on Oneonta & Mohawk Valley, I have made 
| trips to Cooperstown and with the help of Jean Banta, 
Jnadilla; and Frank Dodge, Albany; we have 254 snaps to 
se and more to come. 

* * ** 


| Another is Utica & Mohawk Valley; the Rome- 
jiittle Falls line and “Oneida-3rd Rail over West Shore 
|. R. to Syracuse. 

The latter was one of seven lines to enter Syracuse. 
‘his city at one time had 12 horse car companies. Dick 
Vright, James Barstow and Norm Kistner are helping on 
his tough one. 


* * * 


Rochester—One horse car company from 1861-1890; 
‘he Rochester Railway Co. N. Y. State Railways and the 
jubway. The last of five electric lines out of Rochester 
vas the Erie to Mt. Morris, 1907-1941. 


* * % 


Buffalo-International Railway Company, Buffalo-Lock- 
jort-Niagara Falls and Canadian sub-division. Some good 
nen who are helping are Harold Ahlstrom, Ward Woods, 
1 Kerr, and Les Van Patten. 


* ** 


Buffalo & Lake Erie, 93 miles with Conneaut & Lake 
irie plus Penn. & Ohio to Ashtabula or Jefferson then to 
tleveland on Clev., Painsville & Ashtabula, and the N. W. 
‘raction down to Meadville or the Southern Div. to Linns- 
lille, with Harry (Casey) McGinnis, Erie; and John Johnson, 
seo. F. Rogers, Painsville. 

* * * 


Jamestown; Chautauqua Tr. Co. and J. W. & N. W. 
round the lake, Warren & Jamestown and Warren to 
wheffield, Penn. Van Dyke Underwood, Glenn Wigren and 
ae Victor Nortons have rolled up their sleeves to help on 
his one. Book to be dedicated to John Tripp, father of 
seonard Y. Tripp. Len has done more than any one I know 
ct 2 preserve records for these two books. 

? ae ok * 


Western N. Y. and Penn. Traction known to many as the 
m O B & S”—Olean, Bradford and Salamanca. Helpers John 
Vilkins, Wellsville, and Speed Hanna, Erie R. R. 
i * * * 
val 
Waverly, Sayre and Athens, Penn., and along the 
themung River valley; Elmira, Waverly and Corning 
'raction; Corning & Painted Post; Elmira & Seneca Lake 
‘raction Co. to Watkins Glen. Thanks to Sheldon King 
nd Elmer Dean, Elmira. 
* * * 


91 
Binghamton, Tri-City lines, Johnstown and Endicott 


vith central N. Y. lines in Ithaca, Geneva and Cortland 
thould make a good book with help of Felix Reifschneider, 
lx-manager, Ithaca lines and Albert J. Derr, Binhamton. 


These should fairly well cover the trolley era over N. Y. 
‘tate and west to Cleveland. 


1262494 
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The Erie ran trains over the line from No. Tonawanda 
to Lockport from 1878 to 1898 when line was electrified. 
It was returned to the Erie in 1948 and now in 1968 is 
serviced by diesel trains. 


Sincerely, 
WILLIAM REED GORDON, 


811 Garson Avenue, 
Rochester, New York, 14609 
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Electric Railroaders Association. 
Steamship Historical Society of America. 
The Railway and Locomotive Historical 
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Dedicated to the memory of Roy. J. Gunnison, B. 
L. & R. conductor and motorman. 


EARLY HISTORY 


On January 1, 1895, the Waterport Electric & Power 
Company surveyed a right of way to Eagle Harbor for a 
Beecher Electric Single rail line. This was an over-the-rail 
balanced car line built as a monorail. Such a steam road 
was built at Bradford Penn. and ran for a short time. The 
Waterport Company soon ran into financial trouble and in 
a few years folded up. 

The Buffalo Niagara Falls and Rochester Interurban 
line started work in May 1902 along the Ridge Road west 
of Rochester. A $200,000 power house was planned near 
Niagara Falls. A passenger station was to be located at 
Eastern Terminal, corner Ridge Road and Lake Avenue at 
Waggs Corners, where Kodak Park stands today. From here 
trolleys would run over the Rochester Railway Company’s 
Lake Avenue Line to Main Street. 


The Brockport, Niagara & Rochester Railway Compay 
was incorporated in 1902 to construct an electric railway 
from Rochester to Medina, a distance of 44 miles. The 
company was capitalized at $500,000 and the directors were: 
Frederick Beck, of Brockport; W. S. Shields of Waterville; 
S. J. Spencer of Buffalo. The franchise was obtained in 
1903. 

The Albion & Lockport Railway was incorporated Sept. 
15, 1904, to build a line from State Street in Albion to East 
Avenue in Lockport. The Albion & Rochester had been 
formed eleven days earlier. 

The Genesee & Orleans Railway Company was incor- 
porated to build 27 miles of railway from Batavia via Oak 
Orchard to Lake Ontario. It was backed by Geo. W. Ald- 
ridge and Chas. H. Babcock of Rochester and Chas. E. Hunt 
of Albion and capitalized for $375,000. This, as well as 
the Buffalo, Rochester & Niagara Falls Electric Railway, 
were never built although the G & O obtained franchises 


in Elba, Albion, Carlton and Batavia. 
% * * 


Directors of the recently dissolved Buffalo & Rochester 
Railway Company were organizing a new company to be 
known as the Buffalo & Rochester Traction Company in 
October 1905. The company was capitalized at $3,500,000, 
and the same Philadelphia and Buffalo capitalists interested 
in the dissolved company were interested in the new one. 
There were no Rochester names on the list. The old com- 
pany was incorporated November 23, 1904, but in June 
of 1905 was denied the right to build because the road was 
to run along public highways. In September, 1905, a court 
writ was obtained permitting the company to dissolve on 
December 18. The new company was to build on private 
right of way. The western terminus was to be at Depew, 
and the company’s cars were to enter Rochester over the 
Genesee Street tracks of the Rochester Railway Company. 
The intermediate points to be touched at were Looneyville, 
Crittenden, Grimesville, Wende, Pembroke, Alden, Corfu, 
Batavia, Stafford, LeRoy, Caledonia, Mumford, Wheatland, 
and Chile. The Niagara Falls Electrical Transmission Com- 
pany was said to be negotiating in February 1906 for the 
purchase of the Buffalo, Lockport and Rochester Railway 
Company, together with all the right and title to the rail- 
way company’s right of way from Rochester to Lockport. 
The railway company, which was capitalized at $2,000,000, 


was building an electric railway to connect Rochester and 
Lockport. The right of way, itself a very valuable thing 


Adams Basin. At no point on the line, except in the village ofjj, 
Albion, had any rails been laid. | 


Railway, incorporated December 24, 1901, with only the 
latter outfit having done any track laying, 1.7 miles of 
track in the village of Albion toward Mt. Albion Cemetery; 


Bef 
sti 
ichols 


BUFFALO, LOCKPORT & ROCHESTER 


Even before the line commenced operating there was! 
a change in the presidency of the company, as well as change! 
of title. J. M. Campbell of Kingston, Ontario became presiijpitti 
dent of the Buffalo, Lockport & Rochester Railway Company 
in place of Charles Hill of Buffalo. Le Gran Brown con; 
tinued as Chief Engineer. Mr. Campbell also became mani, \: 
ager of the line. These interests constituted the Mackenzi. 
Mann syndicate with headquarters in Toronto. 


\% 
The Canadian purchasers took over control of the ead 


in the spring of 1906. There had been many delays due}; 


of 1907, and before the close of the summer it was hoped) 
to open the road through to Albion. The first work was) 


done near the Lyell Avenue end of the line. ha 


It was believed that when the road was opened throug pols 


to Lockport, the cars would run from Rochester to the, int 


| 


of adjudication. As soon as the matter was settled the cars 
would run through, thus avoiding a change at Lockport. 


Eventually, the cars were to be operated to the Foul} 
Corners in Rochester. Before that would be possible the 


and a new bridge at the Lyell Avenue crossing of the Erié| 
Canal erected. 


The work of laying rails began in September, 190 
Gangs of men were engaged in the work between Brockpo 
and Rochester and indications pointed to the co 
pletion of that stretch before the winter. The grading of 
the section had been finished in the spring. Four boat loa 
of ties were unloaded at Brockport from the Erie Canal) | 


The first two weeks in September had shown a spirit o 
increased activity among those managing the work. Eigh 


car loads of rails had arrived at Spencerport. There wer fo 
46 more car loads strung along the sidings of the Falls divi}: 
sion of the Central, containing rails, ties, etc. Forty cart). ' 

in a 


Before the line was completed to Lockport the franchis¢ i 
in Middleport said a car must be run over the tracks by ¢ 


‘ertain time, so a Rochester Railway car was run to Middle- 
ort to save the franchise. Sometimes it was filled with 
In Spencerport, 


polley was run across this track to some already laid west 
\?> town. This clinched the contract and Monday work was 
sumed on the line toward Brockport and Buffalo. 


Before the line was open to the public, much op- 
psition developed at Spencerport. On one occasion Mr. 
jichols hired several men to tear up some rail during a 
Jark night, which delayed the first work train the next day. 
jn another occasion boys and young men threw so many 
»eks and stones at a car Mr. Banham was running, that 
vajie crew on their return trip toward Rochester waited west 
gj’ Spencerport until after dark. Then, with all lights out, 
cluding the headlight, they ran through town at high speed. 


The company had some trouble getting the right of way 
lross the Catholic cemetery in Middleport, but the work 
as being pushed as fast as possible. 


On July 25, 1908, it was expected that the Buffalo, 
lockport & Rochester Electric Railway would be placed in 
Vartial operation within a few weeks. The track had been 
‘id and graded and the overhead work completed between 
Hochester and Lockport, except for a small break at Middle- 
Ibrt and about 12 miles between Middleport and Lockport. 


The new cars were being wired by I. R. Nelson & Com- 
any, of Newark, N. J. The first installment of rolling 
jock included 15 coaches and two express cars, were built 
Ny the Niles Car Company. Each passenger car had a seating 
ypacity of 50 and was divided into a smoking compartment, 
Hioholstered in leather, and the regular day coach compart- 
jent, upholstered in green plush to match the color of the 
hr, which was the standard Pullman dark green. The en- 


tance to the cars was at one end. 

New trolleys ran to the end of double track to 
reak in crews before the opening. Three car trains 
ere run to break in the cars, from the car house one mile 
est of Lyell Avenue and Glide Street, along N.Y.C. Rail- 
yad’s Niagara Falls line and west of the B.R. & P. (B. & O.) 


| The first interurban into Rochester with train order #1 
“as in charge of Conductor Gifford Case, Badge #8. 


| When Case and his motorman went to Brockport, 
ja their first run the night of September 2nd, neither had 
jeen over the line west of South Greece. 


}| The dispatcher, J. H. Cain, told them, “Brockport is the 
~ibeond town west of here. Stay all night at Youngs siding 
#16, west of town. You have orders to run the first trolley 
jito Rochester.”” The crew passed through Spencerport all 
ight and later stopped in the next town when they saw a 
“nan on the street. It was after midnight. Case called to 
‘tm and asked if this was Adams Basin. He answered, 
WNT, Brockport.’”’ They soon found siding #16 and retired 
1: the car with the lights out. 
ii} They left at 6:10 a.m. for Rochester. Several passengers 
Y'}oarded the trolley in Brockport. Case had no tickets. 


None were available for several days. They made their 
first run with a car well filled by the time they arrived at 
Glide Street. 


The railway was formally opened on Thursday, Septem- 
ber 2, 1908 from Rochester to Albion with a trip over the 
road by officials, directors, and builders. Friday cars were 
sent over the road on the regular hourly schedule, but no 
tickets were sold until Saturday, when the road was offi- 
cially opened to the public. The first day’s patronage was 
large, people being attracted by the novelty, cleanliness, and 
convenience. There was not, however, any material saving 
in fare as compared to the steam road. The fare from Holley 
to the Rochester city line, where transfer was made to street 
cars, was forty cents; to Albion, seventeen cents, and to 
Brockport, nine cents. Employees at the Holley Station 
were E. Finley, agent; T. Kirby and Thomas Ennis, opera- 
tors; A. B. Chappel and Michael Ennis, bridge tenders and 
baggage and express men. From Holley the cars ran every 
hour, west bound at nine minutes past the hour, and east 
bound at 31 minutes past the hour. 

Mr. House of Albion operated an inspection car over the 
line with top brass and crews for several days before the 
opening of the line. Alexander McLean of Brockport was 
his conductor for many years. Both were 62 years young 
when the line folded up and they had to seen new pastures 
ive) ae 


The B. L. & R. was first opened to Lattin’s Siding, one 
mile west of Albion, On September 8, 1908. 


On November 11, 1908, an injunction was obtained by 
B. L. & R. Company, restraining I . R. C. from interferring 
with operation of their cars into Buffalo. 


The injunction was issued by Justice Wheeler 
restraining the International Traction Company from 
interferring with the Buffalo, Lockport & Rochester Railway 
in operating cars over the International Traction Company’s 
line from Lockport to Buffalo, in accordance with the agree- 
ment entered into in 1905. The court order was obtained 
by the B. L. & R. Railway in anticipation of the opening of 
its ne between Rochester and Buffalo. 

The new line was already in operation between Rochester 
and Albion. It was charged that when the new road was 
constructed to Lockport the International was unwilling to 
carry out the terms of a contract made between the two 
companies in 1905. 


City Attorney Baker quoted the agreements of three 
years ago now in the hands of the Public Service Commission 
and also the General Railroad Law of 1890: 


“I am of the opinion that the Buffalo, Lockport & 
Rochester Railway Company has acquired from the Inter- 
national Railway Company the right to operate its cars 
over the tracks of the International Company from the 
easterly line of the city of Lockport along East Avenue and 
Main Streets to the junction of Main Street and West Ave- 
nue and that it may so operate its cars without the consent 
of the municipal authorities.” 


The agreements gave the Buffalo Lockport & Rochester 
Company running powers over the lines in Lockport and 
Buffalo and gave the cars of the new company the same 
precedence as the cars of the International Railway Com- 
pany with respect to local traffic. The agreements also 


provided for transfers between the local cars and the cars 
of the B. L. & R. 


Wherever there were stations along the road, tickets 
could be purchased, round trip if desired. When a person 
paid a fare on the train, an additional five-cent fee was 
charged, but retention of the transfer until one reached a 
station would guarantee the recipient five-cents for the 
redeemable slip. 

The fare from Buffalo to Rochester was $1.10 one way 
or $2.20 return trip. From Rochester to Spencerport one 
paid $1.80 for a round trip and 94 cents one way. 


The Buffalo, Lockport & Rochester Railway Company 
entered into an agreement with the Lockport Light and 
Heat and Power Company for the renting of the premises 
on Main Street formerly occupied by the Economy Power 
Company. The place was to be used as a ticket office and 
waiting room, at least until the cars could be sent straight 
through to Buffalo. 


On November 13, 1908 a number of the officals of the 
Buffalo , Lockport & Rochester trolley line passed through 
Lockport from Rochester, enroute to Buffalo, making an 
inspection trip. 

With the departure of the 6:18 o’clock car from the 
Lyell Avenue end of the Buffalo, Lockport & Rochester 
Company’s road on November 17, 1908, the road was form- 
ally opened between Rochester and Lockport. This was the 
entire length of the road owned by the company, although 
it was understood to have a trackage agreement with the 
International Railway Company under which its cars could 
run to the business center of Buffalo. The running 
time between Rochester City line and Lockport City 
line was one hour fifty minutes limited and two hours 
fifteen minutes local. All cars were operated by train 
orders, issued by the dispatcher at the car barn. The J. G. 
White Construction Company operated the line at first 
with C. G. Young, Manager; Joe D. Evans of Kingston, 
Ontario, Superintendent; and Mr. J. M. Campbell, President. 

The large green interurban trolley cars started on a 
sixty-minute schedule. A large number of passengers were 
carried each trip. The last car from Rochester to Lockport 
arrived at Lockport at 1:15 a.m. 


Everybody was pleased in Lockport with the Buffalo, 
Lockport & Rochester trolley line after its initial run into 
Lockport. Its cars had been loaded to capacity. 


Merchants along Main Street felt the impetus to trade 
from the opening of the new trolley line and believed that 
its successful operation meant much to Lockport. 


The schedule was perfected and all way stations 
equipped. The run from Buffalo to the Flower City took 
about three hours, providing all stops were made. 


By October, 1910, all trains operated to the center 
of Rochester, arriving at the Union Trolley Station, Ex- 
change and Court Streets. The cars entered the 
downtown district of Rochester via the ‘Lyell’ line of 
New York State Railways on May 11, 1910. Routing of 
this schedule of 40 extra cars at first proved to be a puzzle 
to street railway dispatchers and officials. 


The region through which the B. L. & R. passed was a 


several millions of dollars. The steam road was strong) 
opposed to the conStruction of an electric railway in thijé 
area for obvious reasons so several earlier attempts at suc}! 
construction were in vain. 


When finished they had a high speed single track lin 
completely graded for eventual double tracking. Even th’ 
few bridges that were necessary were built for the secon) 
track which was never put down. The road connected o})} 
the west end with the East Avenue local line of the Inter 
national Railway in Lockport and on the east end with th) h 
Lyell Avenue line of the Rochester Railway Company. Th ii 
B. L. & R. was double tracked from Rochester to Elmgrov# i 
Road (South Greece) 7 miles. From East Lake Road t/}! 
Hilers about 2 miles and through the village of Medina. 


pe 


An interesting sidelight on the construction of th 
B. L. & R. was the fact that the first car over the very las 
piece of track to be built was not a B. L. R. car at all. It wa 
ear 502 of the Oneida Railway. 
happened. 


TECHNICAL WORLD MAGAZINE 
1910 RECORD RUN ON ELECTRIC RAILWAY + 
by C. B. Edwards asi 


Over trackage extending through the states of Mich) 
gan, New York, Ohio, Indiana, and Pennsylvania, car N¢ 
502 sped on its long journey, encountering the tracks a: 
twenty-six separate railway corporations. 


Railway required that the running time for the entir 
journey average thirty-eight miles an hour, and with th 
four powerful motors with which the car was equipped thi) 
was easily maintained, the car on some stretches makin’ 


a trip to the Kentucky Derby in Louisville, Kentucky 
Leaving Utica on May 10th, the car was run under its ow} 
power all the way across the state of New York, North! 
western Pennsylvania, Ohio, and half of Indiana. Th 
only snag they hit was in Rochester. The Utica Press sai¢ 
“To get from the Rochester City Lines, owned by the Ne 
York State Railways to the tracks of the Buffalo, Lockpoy)}, 
& Rochester Railway, it would be necessary to cross a 
interval of 80 feet at Otis Station on the Charlotte Divisio 
of the New York Central. For a long time the compani¢ 
had been trying to get permission from the Public Servic 
Commission to fill in this gap, but since it was a grad 
crossing, it took a lot of ‘show me’.”’ | 


The permission was finally granted and the work was {| 
begin soon. But the coming of the Utica trolley part 
hastened the beginning. At 8 o’clock Tuesday night (Mai 
10th) a New York Central train passed over Lyell Avenu| 
Just 25 minutes afterward, a temporary crossing had bee. 
built by a large gang of men and the Utica Car was the firs, 
piece of rolling stock to go over the crossing. Wednesda») 
the Uticans were the first passengers carried over it. | 
permanent crossing will be installed before the Utican| 
return. 


) a dead stop in front of an approaching train. The motor- 
|i was equal to the emergency, however, and released his 
jjakes and threw on his power before the train was within 
cn 1undred feet of the car. The following cities were visited: 
{(jracuse, Rochester, Buffalo, Erie, Cleveland, Dayton 
Algienapolis, Louisville, Ft. Wayne, Toledo and Detroit. 


tI In only one instance was it impossible for the car to 
| 


Tiivel under its own power, that being in Indiana where the 
wyrrent was of a different voltage. A few changes along 
je lines of different roads traversed were also required. 


Buffalo, Rochester & Eastern Hearing 


The hearing on the application of the Buffalo Rochester 
| Eastern Railroad Company for permission to build a line 
‘om Buffalo to Troy was continued before the Public 
)rvice Commission. F. C. Westfall and John Maxwell, of 
lneida, criticized the freight service given that city by the 


leretary of the Buffalo Chamber of Commerce, submitted 
trures to show that insufficient rail facilities eastward 
om Buffalo had cost Buffalo great volumes of business, 
Mich had gone to other ports. The chief engineer of the 


ade crossings, of which 74 are over private roads. Streets 
\d roads to be crossed unmber 513, railroad and street car 
possings 38, and canals 40. As far as possible, crossings are 
be made over or under grade. 


STATIONS 


i The Rochester passenger terminal remained at the Ex- 
fi vange Street Interurban Station until May, 1914 when 
hhey moved over to the Erie Railroad station on Court 
: reet. The Rochester, Syracuse & Eastern made the move 
' the same time. 

I} Plans for a proposed new trolley station at Brockport 
ill!sre shown to the village trustees on a night in October 


The stations were all different. Brockport was a house 
ith 4 white pillars, once a milliners, then a depot, and today 
|) tavern. 


Albion 
The Buffalo, Lockport and Rochester Railway Co. pur- 
sased the vacant lot in the rear of the Swan Library on 
‘est State Street in January, 1909, as an office site. A 
v7o-story sandstone building was to be erected. The ground 
oor was to house the waiting room, ticket, freight and ex- 
‘ess offices. The road superintendent, general manager 
id train master were to have offices on the second floor. 
is a home today, 1963. 
Medina 
Trolleys entered from the east on Center Street, 
«n to Main and north on Main to the Erie Canal where the 


cars turned on to Commercial and followed the canal some 
distance, then out to cross Ohio Street, then on private 
right-of-way to Salt Works Road at West Center Street. 
Residents of the latter street in 1908 refused the company 
permission to lay tracks on their street. 


Rails were visible in the pavement on Main and Com- 
mercial Streets in 1961. The first trolley station was at 
Callaghan & Sutter where the candy store is today on Main 
Street. Second one was on E. Center Street a few doors 
west of the present A & P Store and the last one next to 
the church on the opposite side of Center Street (note: 1961 
photo of building.) This one had a siding along the east 
side of the building and a freight shed in the rear. 


On East Center Street near Olney was a siding on the 
south side of the street where cars of corn or peas were left 
at the Burt Olney Canning Company. 


Knowlesville 


Knowlesville is a village built on the south bank of the 
Barge Canal. Here the trolley tracks crossed the Knowles- 
ville Road where the M. E. Church and Fire Hall are today, 
1963. 


The only trolley left, a Niles built 200 series, is here in 
fine condition on a concrete base. Jack Ingalls welcomes 
visitors at any hour and the interior will give any trolley 
fan a real thrill—to pulling the sliding door and standing 
in the front vestibule. To see it drive west along the canal 
or on West Avenue. The trolley is along the right-of-way on 
the connecting street. The pea cannery is now part of a 
machine shop 100 feet back of the trolley. 


Lockport 

International Railway, Buffalo, N. Y.—Plans and speci- 
fications for the construction of a new passenger terminal 
at Lockport, N. Y., have been completed by the International 
Railway, Buffalo, N. Y., and will be submitted to the City 
Council for approval, according to E. J. Dickson, vice-presi- 
dent of the International Railway. The new station will 
replace the present frame structure used by the Buffalo & 
Lockport and Lockport & Olcott divisions and by the Buffalo, 
Lockport & Rochester Railway. The new terminal will be 
of brick and will be two stories high. August 12, 1916. 


Int. Railway, June 23, 1917—-This company has opened 
its new passenger terminal at Lockport, for B. L. & R. cars. 
The new building is of brick construction and replaces a 
frame terminal which has been used since 1882 by the 
Erie R. R. 

The International Railway, Buffalo, N. Y., with the co- 
operation of the Buffalo, Lockport & Rochester Railway, 


established freight service between Buffalo and Syracuse 
on January 17, 1920. 


International Traction Company’s interurban depot 
(see photo), in Buffalo was moved from the basement of 
the German-American bank building on the south side of 
Court Street at Main Street to the basement of the Western 
Savings Bank on the north side of Court Street at Main 
Street in May, 1914. The new quarters were used until 
the new terminal in Franklin Street was ready. 


the new terminal in Franklin Street was ready. 
Railway Association provided for the double tracking 


of East Avenue, Lockport, and also of the line to 
Buffalo should the new company require it. 


Holley residents refused to allow the Buffalo, Rochester 
& Lockport trolley road to pass through the center of that 
village. It had to take a route along the outskirts. Holley 
residents later regretted their action. 


“SUBSTANTIAL BRIDGES” 


There were four bridges besides many smaller cul- 
verts. (1) The double track bridge over the Barge Canal 
east of Lee Road was in good condition in 1962. <A 
lot of earth was used for the approaches to the bridge (2) 
over NYC three miles west of Middleport, (8) the overhead 
bridge of the Buffalo, Rochester & Pittsburgh Railway at 
the Rochester Car house, and (4) a lift bridge to carry the 
line over a stub of the canal at Holley. This was a hand 
operated life bridge with semaphore signals set to operate 
with any movement of the bridge and located 500 feet from 
the bridge. All bridge material for the line was supplied 
by the Fort Pitt Bridge Company and subcontracted by 
J. G. Gray Company of New York. 

* % us 


F. A. Dudley of Niagara Falls, Milford N. Childs of 
Medina, and General Manager J. M. Campbell were ap- 
pointed receivers of the B. R. & L. Railway on August 5, 
1909 and 18 months later, in April, 1911, an order was 
signed in Buffalo Court by Judge Hazel discharging the 
receivership. During the receivership, earning power and 
patronage had substantially increased. New services the 
year before of a special trolley to Olcott Beach and Boat 
Service to Toronto, as well as year round travel to Niagara 
Falls and Buffalo, increased the company’s earnings. From 
the opening until June 30, 1909, the cars carried those 10 
months, 1,032,744 people, and 846 tons of freight. 


Local trains left for Buffalo at 6:00 a.m. and hourly 
thereafter until 10:00 p.m.; then at 11:30 p.m. and 12:00 
midnight to Medina only. There were also limited trains at 
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 a.m., 2:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m., 
5:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m., 8:00 p.m. 

The Buffalo, Lockport,, and Rochester Railway Company 
operated between Rochester and Buffalo, running its cars 
from Rochester to Lockport, a distance of fifty-four miles, 
on its own tracks, the cars being taken over and operated by 
the International Railway at the Lockport city line. The 
company maintained an hourly schedule, adding three half- 
hour cars out of Rochester during the rush hours of the 
afternoon, the extra cars running as far as Brockport, 
seventeen miles from Rochester. Including the populations 
of Rochester and Lockport the lines of the company passed 
through a district with a total population of 285,818. Be- 
sides the connection the company made with the lines of the 
International Railway, connection was made with the 
Rochester, Syracuse and Eastern, the New York State Rail- 
ways and the B. R. & P. Railway in Rochester. 


This railway was the connecting link between the 
interurbans of central New York State and the lines operat- 
ing in the Niagara Frontier area. It closely paralleled the 
Erie Canal and the Falls Road of the New York Central 
Railroad. The B. L. & R. was extremely well built with 


easy grades and few curves. Its passenger cars whi | 
originally purchased were geared for 80 miles an hour 
that there was-many a race with steam trains on the Fa; 
Road. 


The Public Service Commission of the Second Distri 
of New York closed upon its records on May 11, 1912 t) 
complaint against the Railway the failure of that compay | 
to stop its limited cars at Hulberton and also as to ti || 
necessity of a proper station at that point. The compa) 
agreed to provide station facilities at that point, to requi 
all local cars to stop there and to maintain the station | 
good condition. Under the arrangement Hulberton was | 
have practically an hourly service eastbound and westbou1) 
between 6:12 a.m. and 8:12 p.m. Three limited trains wes 
bound and two limited trains eastbound would also stop | 
Hulberton daily. 


After a conference between Public Service Comm) 
sioner Devoe P. Hodson and counsel representing t! 
complaining residents and the railway company on Septey) 
ber 20, 1918, it was agreed that a new passenger stati\| 
should be built in Middleport, N. Y., by the B. L. & R. Rai 
way. The company stated that land had been bought ay) 
that plans for the station would be submitted to the col} 
mission at once. bal 

In 1911, the railway came under control of the Bee 
Syndicate, operating the Rochester, Syracuse & Easter) 
Auburn & Syracuse; Syracuse, Lakeshore & Northern 
Oswego; Syracuse & South Bay to Oneida Lake; —— 
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Marion Railroad and Auburn & Northern traction. Sor 
312 miles in all came under Mr. Beebe’s managemer) 
(See Book on R. S. & EH.) | 

Beebe Syndicate at Syracuse and I. R. C. planned ! 
run trolleys from downtown Buffalo direct to Court Stre/ 
Depot of the Erie Railroad in Rochester. 


“CHANGE OF PERSONNEL” 


In September, 1911, instead of naming a general Man) 
ger to succeed J. M. Campbell, the management of tl 
property was turned over to the several departments thi 
had charge of the various other roads in the Beebe Syste) 
except that the Rochester men whose names appear in t/ 
following list were attached to the B. L. & R. Railway onl) 


J. H. Cain, Rochester — General Superintendent | }; 

T. H. Mather, Syracuse — Maintenance of way a1) 
Structures. 

W. A. Steckel, Syracuse — Chief Engineer, 
Roadmaster. 

W. Helmarson, Rochester — Supt. of Track & 
Equipment. | 

R. A. Dyer, Jr.. Auburn — Mechanical & Electric 
Engineer. ! 

H. C. Prather, Rochester — Supt. of Motive-powe| 

W. W. Foster, Syracuse — Auditing Department.) 

H. C. Beatty, Skaneateles — Secretary. 


Freight cars of the I. R. C. were sent over iq 
B. L. & R. to Rochester where crews of the Rochester, Syr/ 
cuse & Eastern took over and ran on to Syracuse with thei) 
Freight motors pulled five and at times six cars of ballas 
The road bed was kept in good condition until the end 
1931. 


Whe 1915 was a year of many changes as Supt. of Sub- 

OW }tations was Mr. Swenkheart and Fay Swift went on duty 

‘Tall t Spencerport, while C. P. Barnes was General Manager 
‘vith L. C. Beusey, Supt. ” 


tative of Syracuse, N. Y., and was graduated in 1905 from 
he Massachusetts Institute of Technology. For about six 
years he served in various capacities with the Oneida (N. Y.) 
wailway and the Syracuse Rapid Transit Company. While 
Wssociated with the latter company he was responsible for 
‘Weéihe layout and construction of the Wolf Street shops in 
ityracuse, and he also assisted in the electrification of the 
West Shore Railway. In 1912 he resigned the position of 
mnijhief engineer of the Syracuse Rapid Transit Railway to 
g tpecome general manager of the Syracuse & Suburban Rail- 
avay- In June, 1916, he was elected president of the New 
tatit?ork Electric Railway Association. 


Rai March 17, 1917 

itat M. C. Sauerwein has been appointed general manager of 
ecithe Buffalo, Lockport & Rochester Railway, Rochester, 
{. Y., to succeed James P. Barnes, who resigned to become 
Belveneral manager of the Schenectady (N. Y.) Railway. Mr. 


me hrough operation into Buffalo lasted only for about five 
rears. By the end of World War I the B. L. & R. was 
gain in financial trouble, and Beebe lost control. On 


WN. A. Matson, of Rochester, for $500,000. This time the 
ompany went through the wringer in good shape, and 
merged April 4 as the Rochester, Lockport & Buffalo 
tailroad Company. As a result of the reorganization, its 
onded indebtedness of two and three-quarters millions of 
ollars was wiped out, and the company began operations 
Silvith fixed charges of about $500 per year instead of 
This was an unusual situation among electric 
ailways as they were generally bonded up to their ears. 
comity any rate, it was a big help in keeping the R. L. & B. 


“CARS” 
First equipment was 15 passenger motor cars and two 
‘xpress motor cars built by Niles. Passenger cars weighed 
45 tons empty and were 52 feet long. Although cars were 
yuilt for single end operation, temporary controllers were 
yuilt in the rear end to take care of the first section of the 
lime when opened from Rochester to Albion. All cars were 
"iivided into baggage, smoker and coach section seating 50 
ai veople, and were Pullman green in color. A toilet compart- 
ment was also provided in each car. Cars were mounted 
! 9n Baldwin trucks with 4 GE, 75 HP, motors - type M Con- 
Syi#srol. Cars also were equipped with Westinghouse automatic 
ir brakes, hand brakes, pneumatic sanders, track scrapers, 


mm 


estination sign boxes were provided with stenciled signs 
in front of two lamps. 


The express cars were of the same construction but 
built with controllers and cabs at both ends, length 50’ 7”, 
Nos. 301 and 302. The 303 was the only all-steel car and 
bought later. Number 100 was a D.T. work car and push 
plow, 101 was a line car. The 400’s were flats. The com- 
pany had a rotary and two push plows, one sweeper which 
was used on Medina and Albion streets. (NOTE: 2 photo- 
graphs, of 301 as the first car burned and trucks were used 
for the R. L. & B., 301.) Motormen stood in the center of 
the cab in the 200 series; on the left side in 500. All 200 
series cars had storm windows which were removed in 
summer. On the 500, they were pushed up out of the way. 


In the early days of 1909, the fifteen trolleys of the 200 
series were adequate to handle the passengers, but before 
long, the directors ordered six larger 500 series cars from 
Cincinnati to be operated in two car trains, when traffic 
was very heavy, by coupling the rear ends of two cars to- 
gether. These vestibules were built so the crew might 
walk from one trolley into the next as in railroad passenger 
coaches. The 500 series cars were so fast (80 mph) that 
the company had the speed reduced after a few years of 
service. 


In 1909, the Railway ordered six Nos. 500-505 combina- 
tion two-compartment type cars with an overall length of 
51’ 6”, width 8’ 7”, height, sill to trolley base, 9’ 6%”, 
height from top of rail to sills 41%”. The body 
and underframe were of the usual wood and _ steel 
construction. Special equipment specified included steel bol- 
sters of the built-up type, brushed brass trimmings, M.C.B. 
automatic couplers, Curtain Supply Company’s No. 89 cur- 
tain fixtures, Pantasote curtains, wing dasher destination 
signs, West. No. 119 motors of 125 hp., Cincinnati Car 
Company’s wooden pilots, two 14” pedal alarm gongs, West- 
inghouse air and Peacock hand brakes, Peter Smith Heater 
Company’s hot-water heaters, Crouse-Hinds Imperial “A” 
head lights, mahogany interior finish, marker lamps and 
flags, pneumatically operated sanders, Hale & Kilburn 
““Walkover” seats, Cincinnati Car Company’s standard wood 
steps, Hart’s sash ratchets, emergency tools, double-fare 
registers, Knutson trolley retrievers, Kalamazoo snow 
scrapers, and rubber floor mats for the aisles of the car. 
The cars were painted a Pullman green, and had monitor 
roofs. Later they donned a coat of red and finally the 
general color scheme was brown and cream. 

B. L. & R. built 5 freight trailers (400-404) in 
their own shops. 

Nos. 501-503 received some special attention in the 
paint shop. As an advertising stunt 501 was painted com- 
pletely white except for blue lettering. The letterboard of 
course, read ‘Rochester, Lockport & Buffalo Railroad’’. 

“Ride with Us’ was painted across the sides above 
the windows. Below the windows were the words, ‘Ride 
the Electric Cars and Save the Difference” on car 501. 

Another car (502) was painted a bright red and a third 
(5038) a bright blue. When the three cars were lined up at 
the car barn, it looked as if the circus had arrived. Never- 
theless, the individual cars in operation did present an at- 
tractive appearance. 

500 series cars were geared five miles an hour faster 
than the 200 series. Motormen on the 500 cars would tease 


200 car men when the opportunity presented itself. Run- 
ning in two sections out of Rochester a 500 could catch up 
to a 200 and push it along, thereby annoying the motorman 
on the 200 car. 


Weather is unpredictable, as the new Superintendent, 
Mr. Elmer Holmes, found one spring. The two rotary snow 
plows had been on a siding at the Lyell car barns all that 
winter. Elmer asked Harry Harner on April 1st why the 
company ever purchased the rotarys as the one push plow 
kept the tracks clear. Harry said, ““You never know when 
it may snow here’. It did, that afternoon and night and 
for the next week. After that the plows were out on the 
line for ten days. 


At the car barns was a track connection where four 
wooden Buffalo, Rochester & Pittsburgh passenger coaches 
were left in August for several years and used for the 
Orleans County Fair to help carry the crowds during fair 
week. 


Another unusual piece of work for some crews was to 
meet the I. R. C.’s funeral car “Elmlawn” at Lockport ter- 
minal and take the funeral party to Albion or even Roches- 
ter. After the funeral, of course the car had to be returned 
to Lockport and on entering Buffalo, transfers were issued, 
black and white, ‘‘Funeral Car,’ to all lines in Buffalo. 


The first funeral car ‘Elmlawn” of the I. R. Company 
was used on the B. L. & R., one summer day for a funeral 
in Albion. The coffin and party boarded the car at Butt’s 
siding, went to Albion for the services and laid over until 
after the service. Then the funeral party was returned to 
the siding and the “Elmlawn” sent back to Lockport where 
an International Railway crew took the car back to Cold- 
springs Barns in Buffalo. They owned another funeral car 
named ‘“‘The Greenwood”. Cars were painted dark green 
on the outside, had white and black curtains and drapes at 
the windows. There were two sections, one for the mourners, 
one for the pall bearers. 

* * * 


The 1915 statistics of the company’s operation show 
a total of 2,033,749 passengers carried, with a car mileage 
of 1,474,750 and a total of 4,616 tons of freight handled. 


In common with other trolley roads the company was 
particularly prosperous in the years before 1918. In 1913, 
for example, it offered Sunday excursions for $1.60 to 
Buffalo or Niagara Falls from Rochester. Also a special 
rate to the Toronto Fair of $2.75 round trip in connection 
with the steamer from Olcott Beach to Toronto. 


The line car crew, car 101, were called upon often to 
run the I. R. C. funeral car anywhere and at any hour. 
Leaving 101 in the yards at Lockport on one occasion, the 
“Elmlawn” came to Rochester too late for the funeral so 
the coffin was placed in the baggage room. The ‘“Elmlawn’”’ 
ran to Lyell Avenue barn and the next day returned to the 
city for the funeral party and then ran down State St. and 
Lake Ave. to Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. Crews seldom 
were sure of how long they would be on duty. 


The last car on the Rochester, Lockport & Buffalo 
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Railroad ran Thursday, April 30, 1931. The local fo) 
Albion left Broad Street Station (Times Square-Subway; 
at 10:55 p.m. * 

Thomas Lavariers, Passenger Agent bid good-bye t 
conductors W. P. Donovan and motorman R. M. Kinze 
All equipment was scrapped except for a few car bodie 
which became camps or chicken houses. There is an ur 
comfirmed story that one of the Russell plows was sold t' 
Rochester lines of the New York State Railways. 


When some trolleys were burned at the Lyell Avenuj}), 
car barns tools from the repair shops were tossed into thi 
burning cars for scrap iron. 


As 

At this late date, it is not known if any effort} 
were ever made to introduce lightweight equipment on thi 
R. L. & B. The big cars continued to pound the road unt! 
the end of service in 1931. The 1909 running time fc'}}" 
locals from terminal to terminal was about two hours. Thi 
prevailed until the end. Hourly service including severé}} 
limited runs was reduced toward the last to a schedul 
of approximately a car every 2 hours with a morning an’ 
evening car running limited beween Rochester and Albio: 
in each direction and then local between Albion and Lock 
port. 


Mr. Helmer Snow, Roadmaster, rode in the cab of th 
last interurban into Lockport and the motorman permitte’ 
him to run the car to the International Railway Termina) 
After discharging the few passengers the car was backe: 
onto the street and started east for Rochester. The 
stopped at East Avenue at the Lockport city line where M) 
Snow, with tools brought for the occasion, severed the tw) 
rails and brought to a close trolley service of some twenty)” 
three years between Lockport and Rochester. They ran thi} 
trolley back to the barns alongside the Buffalo, Rocheste 
& Pittsburg RR near the Rochester city line. All the trolley, 
but three were later burned for scrap iron. 

Two cars were hauled to Luke Harner’s farm eas] 
of Holley where they became farm, tool and hen houses— jj 
One was still there in 1956 but that is gone now. The thir 
car was taken to Knowlesville where it is today, May, 196i) 

One of the cars at Luke’s farm was 209 which met | 
freight head on near by and the baggage section was a 
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farm and left there. 
the car barn. / 


In 1963, tracks are visible in the pavement west of Mai) 
in Middleport and on Commercial in Medina and house 7 
211 is in a photo in this book. 

Two white abutments are three miles west of Middl 


port. N. Y. Route 31 uses the right of way to Gasport, §/ 
we end the days of the R. L. & B. Railway. 


WAGES ADJUSTED IN LOCKPORT 
and EMPIRE LINES — FEBRUARY 3, 1917 


at the request of the men that, effective October 1, 191( })l 
their contract be revised with reference to rates of pay 1/ji 
cover 35 cents an hour in passenger service and 36 cen‘ 
an hour in freight service. ai 


} 

fy), Under the date of December 23, the company and 
Yiae representatives of the Brotherhood of Locomotive En- 
jineers, and Order of Railway Conductors, executed an 
‘tigreement to arbitrate. The wage scale-as just noted applied 
a) on the Empire United Railways, Inc., Syracuse, except 
liiaat the increase, voluntarily and by award of the board of 
UW) rbitrations, was retroactive to May 1, 1916. 


| 
i An International Railway strike in 1922 in Buffalo 


eld up all B. L. R. cars at Lockport City line for 12 days. 
‘olks had to walk or use taxis in Lockport. Cars used 
‘ingle track on East Avenue except at Vine where there 
_\vas a passing track and at the Junction with the B. L. & R. 
1 t city line. 


= 
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nt; On October 30, 1924, train and barn employees voted to 
fi) 0 out on strike the following day but officials got word of 
Ii}: in time to raise wages to fifty-five cents an hour, an 
eyjacrease of two cents. 


ty 

a * * * 

in 

“| FARES 

4 Mileage books, subject to conditions of contract were 


" old at all stations where ticket offices were maintained, 
dso at the general office of the company at Gates, New 


. Tork at the following rates: 


Books of 500 miles $10.00 — Books of 100 miles $20.00. 


The cover and mileages strip attached consituted a 
ih flileage Book; each numbered horizontal line, on the mileage 
{ ‘trip, represented a distance of one mile. 


Mileage strips were not honored unless attached to the 
over bearing the same consectutive number and good only 
when stamped and sold by an authorized agent and pre- 


When mile number 500 or 1000 was used, the cover was 
i ‘urrendered. 
R 


D) On April 27, 1918, the Buffalo, Lockport & Rochester 
Railroad raised fares from 2 cents, cash and ticket, to 2% 
rents cash, and 2% cents ticket per mile. On July 10, 
1919, it put in a flat rate of 2% cents cash and tickets. 
?asengers carried began to decline before fares were in- 
mereased. There was a decrease of 44,149 between 1916 
Af) ind 1917, although passenger revenue increased $23,484.75. 
i Between 1916 and 1918 passengers carried decreased 
ij°74,180, and passenger revenue increased $14,601.81. The 
,;drst ten months showed practically no decrease in passen- 
4 ers carried and substantial increases in revenue as com- 
joared to 1918. 
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Distance from 
Lockport City Line 


54.28 
53.70 
52.59 
51.50 
49.88 
48.79 
47.74 
46.33 
45.14 
43.51 
42.51 
41.30 
40.20 
39.79 
39.05 
38.47 
37.53 
35.89 
35.19 
34.41 
33.45 
32.37 
31.73 
30.48 
29.73 
29.25 
28.57 
27.52 
26.68 
25.30 
24.37 
23.75 
22.25 
21.49 
20.72 
19.25 
17.63 
16.78 
15.16 
13.55 
12.49 
11.59 
10.60 
10.14 

9.90 

8.66 

7.84 

6.98 


SAMPLE OF FARES 

oO 

45 

: go 

iS a > 

Ha Ss hae 

we or 

cs 0 aw 

2 fA 8s 
3 426 § 
» Q ao 42 
wm S no) 
fe <x 
miles To 
*Rochester ei 62¢ 
City Line 0 57¢ 
Car House .58 56¢ 
Lee 1.69 53¢ 
Statt 2.78 51¢ 
Greece 4.40 48¢ 
Ogden 5.49 46¢ 
Gillette 6.54 44¢ 
*Spencerport 7.95 41¢ 
Brown 9.14 39¢ 
Adams Basin Sta. 10.77 35¢ 
Sweden 11.77 33¢ 
East Lake 12.98 31¢ 
Mt. Olive 14.08 29¢ 
Hiler 14.49 28¢ 
*Brockport 15.23 26¢ 
Youngs 15.81 25¢ 
West Lake 16.75 23¢ 
County Line 18.39 || 20¢ 
O’Brien 19.09 20¢ 
*Holley 19.87 17¢ 
Hurd 20.83 15¢ 
Murray 21.91 13¢ 
Hulberton Sta. 22.50 12¢ 
Fancher Sta. 23.80 10¢ 
Hindsburg 24.55 8¢ 
Transit 25.03 7¢ 
Dinsmore 25.71 5¢ 
Richards 26.76 5¢ 
Butts Road 27.60 5¢ 

* Albion 28.98 
Lattins 29.91 5¢ 
Gaines 30.53 5¢ 
Eagle Harbor Sta. 32.03 7¢ 
Allens 32.79 8¢ 
Millville 33.56 10¢ 
Knowlesville Sta. 35.038 13¢ 
Culvert 36.65 || 16¢ 
Ridgeway 37.50 18¢ 
*Medina 39.12 20¢ 
Salt Road 40.73 23¢ 
Shelby Basin 41.79 25¢ 
Hoffman 42.69 27¢ 
Hammond 43.68 28¢ 
*Middleport 44,14 30¢ 
Hartland 44.38 380¢ 
Royalton 45.62 32¢ 
High Bridge 46.44 33¢ 
Raynales Basin 47.30 35¢ 


6.06 Maybe 48.22 37¢ 35¢ 34¢ 
§.83 Ringueburg 48.45 387¢ 35¢ 34¢ 
4.90 *Gasport 49.38 39¢ 37¢ 36¢ 
4.11 Orangeport 50.17 40¢ 38¢ 37¢ 
3.22 Maynard 51.06 42¢ 40¢ 39¢ 
2.03 Crystal Springs 52.25 44¢ 42¢ 41d 
0.23 Lovers Lane 54.05 || 48¢ 46¢ 45¢ 
1.76 Chestnut 52.52 | 45¢ 43¢ 42¢ 

0 City Line 54.28 | 48¢ 46¢ 45¢ 

0 *Lockport | 53¢ 51¢ 50¢ 


*Denotes stops at which agencies are located. 


SCHOOL COMMUTATION TICKET FARES 


Persons under 18 years of age attending school, upon 
presentation of a certificate, certified by their school 
teacher and signed by the applicant, were sold at rates of 
fare named below: 


Ten (10) miles $4.80 and 20 miles @ $7.90. This buys 
forty-six (46) trip non-transferable ticket books good 
for transportation of the party to whom issued—between 
stations named in ticket. Blank certificates were furnished 
by ticket agents upon application. 


COMMUTATION TICKET FARES 


Fifty-four (54) trip non transferable ticket books 
were sold good for transportation of the party to whom 
issued between the stations named in ticket if used within 
30 days from date of sale at rate of fare as named below. 


F BH 

ares oe = 
(em (je) BH fava} 
Et Moeial i 4 

BETWEEN A a = bs 2 2 2 

SU Met taiise ek 

AND S a 6 2 ra aa 
awe cee ets ict eee 

*Rochester ____ 

*Spencerport _$ .40 

* Brockport 70 $ .30 

*Holley, 2222 .85 14511 $) 215 

Shoe 2. WPA) .80 .50 $-.34 

oMedina msl O (med =20 .90 Hey 3 AD) 

*Middleport __ 1.80 1.40 1.10 94 .60 .20 

*Lockport ____ 2.20 1.80 1.50 1.85 1.00 .60 $ .40 


Note: To ascertain round trip fare between points other 
than the above mentioned, multiply single fare by 2. 


PARCEL CHECKING: A parcel office has been 
established at each of the agencies where packages, hand 
baggage, etc., are checked and cared for. The charge for 
this service is five cents for each package. 
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DOGS: Dogs on chains, subject to the company’s discr| | 
tion, when accompanied by owner or care taker, are carri) | 
When not ai || 


in baggage compartments free of charge. 
companied, dogs are not handled. 


BABY CARRIAGES, GO-CARTS AND BICYCLE) 


Baby carriages and go-carts, when containing only necessai | 
articles, such as pillows, robes and blankets, and bicycli| | 
not including motorcycles, are checked between all statio) | 


at a charges of twenty-five (25) cents per piece. 
Sample Fare: Ten miles at the rate of $6.35 a 
20 miles at $10.50. 


i! 
| 
| 
} 


CHARTERED CAR RATES: 


Rochester and Spencerport _________ One way $20.\| 
Return trip — $25.) 
One Way $37.) 
Return trip — $73.) 
One Way $49.) 
Return trip — $95.) 
One way $69.! 


Rochester and Albion 


Rochester and Medina 


Rochester and Lockport 


Return trip — $135.) | 
Above rates are for cars leaving for destination ‘| | 


or before 11 p.m. and for each hour or fraction thereof 1) 
to midnight add $5.00. 
Number of passengers per car limited to 60. 


Rochester, Erie Depot on Court Street to city li) 


on Lyell Avenue at Glide Street 2.33 miles on each of tl | 


double track. One track Lockport to city line was 54.!/ 


miles, second track 8.30 miles and yards 4.18 miles, Loc) | 


port city line to Erie Depot 1.54 miles and second track | 
Vine Street on East Avenue, .38 miles. Total single tracl) 


} 
56.19 miles Rochester to Lockport. ij 


The Beebe Syndicate, Syracuse, New York had 4 
ranged in 1912 to sell to the Niagara, Lockport | 
Ontario Power Company the power plant of the Rocheste) 
Syracuse & Eastern Railroad at Lyons, N. Y., for $600,00) 
and the power plant of the Auburn & Syracuse Electr) 
Railroad at Auburn for $226,000 and entered into a lon’ 
term contract by which the Niagara, Lockport & Ontar| 
Power Company was to furnish power for the operation || 
the R. S. & E. and the B. L. & R. Railway, another Beel! 
line that received power from the Niagara, Lockport & 0) 
tario Power Company. One of the conditions of the coi) 
tract between the companies was that Niagara, Lockport | 
Ontario Power Company should keep both the Lyons an 
the Auburn plant in operation until such time as it had con) 
pleted the development of the power available on the Salm« 
River, some 40 miles north of Syracuse. After that it wi 
expected that the plants would be held in readiness fi 
emergency use. 


Sub-station operators were to be awake at all times | 
freight and work trains ran during the night at varioi 
times. 


“MILEAGE” i 


i} STATIONS-SIDINGS-MILEAGE 


| | Miles Miles 
from t from 
Stops Sidings Rochester Stops Sidings Rochester 
 JRIE DEPOT, Court St. 36 Millville 
2 Burrows Street, on (Longbridge Rd.) 
| Lyell Ave. 2.36 387 Knowlesville, 
, 8 Car House 3.26 Sid. #385 37.40 
14 Lee Road 38 Culvert, 
5 Statt Rd. (Long Pond) Sid. #37 39.08 
'6 So. Greece Road 39 E. Medina, 
(Elmgrove) 7.15 Sid. #39 40.68 
a Ogden-Greece T.L. Rd. 40 Beales Road 
8 Gillett Road or Bates Rd., Beg. 
| 9 Spencerport, long double track. 
Sid. #8 10.22 
(10 Brown Road MEDINA STATION 41.47 
411 Adams Basin, West Medina, 
| Sid. #11 13.13 Sid. #389 42.33 
».2 Sweden, #13 15.16 41 Salt Road 
18 Lake Road, 42 Shelby Basin 44,28 
Sid. #14 15.16 43 Hoffman Road 
j'4 Mt. Olive, Sub. Sta. 44 Campbell’s, 
15 Hilers, Sid. #15 16.95 Side. #44 46.08 
(16 Brockport Sta. 17.57 45 MIDDLEPORT 
17 Youngs, Sid. #16 18.31 STATION 46.56 
18 West Lake Rd. 46 Hartland, 
)\9 County Line Rd., Sid. #45 AT.17 
Sid. #18 20.75 47 Royalton, 
20 O’Brien, #20 Peet Rd., (Griswold) 
21 Holley, Sid. #21 22.28 48 Highbridge, 
22 Hurd Rd. (Lynch Rd.) Over NYC Railroad 
#23 Murray Rd. 49 Reynales Basin 
(Telegraph) 50 Maybe, Sid. #48 50.62 
#24 Hulberton, 51 Ringueburg 
Sid. #22 24.98 52 Gasport, 
25 Fancher Sid. #50 sy er? 
26 Hindsburg Road 53 Orangeport (Haynes) 
\27 Transit Road 54 Maynard Road 
Howard, Sid. #24, 26.85 55 Crystal Springs Road 
28 Densmore (Quarry) 56 Chestnut Ridge Road 
Sid. #26 28.85 Wragge Sid. #51 53.46 
1/29 Richards (Latins) 57 Lovers Lane 
30 Butts, Sid. #28 30.04 (Davidson) 
Sub. Sta. Albion 58 Lockport, 
| Sid. #29 Sleds City line 56.68 
ALBION STATION 31.42 59 Int. Rly. Co., Depot 
Albion, Brown Street Transit Rd. 58.88 
32 Lattin’s, Olcott Beach lato 
Sid. #30 32.42 No. Tonawanda, 
33 Gaines Bridge Rd. Paine JCT. 70.60 
34 Eagle Harbor, Buffalo, 
Sid. #33 34.39 I. R. C. Station 83.20 
35 Allens Bridge Rd. Niagara Falls 81.60 
NOTE: *58 stops in 1910 reduced to 40 in 1924. Street 
stops in Medina, Spencerport, Brockport, Albion 


not counted. 
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TRACKS 


The line used the Rochester Rwy. Co. double track city 
line from the interurban terminal at Court and Exchange 
Streets, down Exchange, State and Lyell to the city line at 
Lyell and Glide Streets, thence 54 miles of single track and 
4.4 miles of siding to the Lockport city line on East Avenue, 
using the International Rwy’s., city trackage to the IRC. 
terminal on the west side of Lockport and through co- 
operation with the IRC offering through service to Buffalo 
and Niagara Falls. 


The track consisted of 70 pound rail except in the 
villages where it was 86 lbs. laid on 6” x 8” x 8’ ties, spaced 
24” apart on tangent track, and 16” apart on curves. Ties 
on tangent track were yellow pine with oak ties on curves 
Track was ballasted with crushed rock using about 2000 
cubic yards to the mile. Lackawanna Steel Co. rolled the 
rails. Only three rail crossings at grade were required on 
the line, all N.Y.C. tracks. Careful drainage was 
provided for with concrete box culverts. Cattle guards at 
crossings were of wood except tile crossing guards were 
used at three points. Many underpasses for cattle crossings 
were a feature of construction. The right-of-way through- 
out the length of line was entirely fenced in. 


The B. L. & R. as constructed was all on private 
right-of-way, closely paralleling N.Y.C. R.R. all the 
way. Right-of-way was 66 feet wide, allowing for double 
track if ever needed, all bridges having double track steel 
set in place. Seventeen sidings were built, with double track 
only from city line at Rochester to the car house when first 
opened, later to South Greece Road (Elmgrove). 


B. L. & R. cars in the early days ran down Main 
to Mohawk, west to Pearl, back to Court, to go east on Main 
when loaded for Rochester. Ticket office of I.R.C. was 
in basement of the German-American Bank on the south- 
west corner. 


Cars for Lockport and Rochester used the track on the 
South side of Court, always headed up the hill towards Main. 
Niagara Falls trains of one, two and three cars used the 
North track and went west down Court to Niagara 
St. to Tonawanda and Niagara Falls. 


The White Company did an excellent job of engineering, 
providing an almost perfect high speed: right-of-way. The 
maximum grade did not exceed 1% per cent, except for 
the grade in the village of Spencerport, where it was a 4% 
rise for a distance of close to 400 feet. 


Several fills of good size were needed, particularly at 
Holley paralleling the Erie Canal. For ballast, a quarry 
was located east of Richards on the north side of the track, 
where the work car with Motorman Naylor, and Gunnison 
in charge, coupled on to many cars of stone for ballast 
along the line or to be left in a N. Y. Central siding nearby 
for the railroad. Horses were used in the quarry to pull 
dump cars of stone on narrow gauge tracks to the crusher. 


When ballasting neared Medina, the Wickwire Plant was 
opened and stone used from there. This crusher is in use 
today (19638) and may be seen as one motors on Route 31, 
west of Gasport on the old road beside the B. L. & R. 


“PROPOSED” 

Niagara River & Eastern Railway, Niagara Falls, N.Y.— 
Briefs were filed by this company on July 20, 1915 with 
the Public Service Commission, for permission to build a 
double track fast freight and passenger line from Lockport 
to Niagara Falls to connect with the Buffalo, Lockport & 
Rochester Railway and the International Railway. Con- 
nected with this plan is the proposition to double track the 
Buffalo, Lockport & Rochester Railway. 


ROCHESTER CONNECTING RAILROAD 

The Rochester Connecting Railroad has applied to 
the Public Service Commission of New York for a certificate 
of pubile convenience and necessity for its 2% miles of 
line in the outskirts of Rochester. The company recites in 
its petition its connection with the Buffalo Lockport & 
Rochester Railway, an electric line which is also connected 
with the proposal to build a new international bridge across 
the Niagara River and to connect it by a new line from 
Niagara Falls to Lockport. The New York Central Railroad 
has objected to the granting of a certificate to the Niagara 
Falls and Lockport line. The eastern end of the Buffalo, 
Lockport & Rochester Railway, through the proposed Roch- 
ester Connecting Railroad, is to be connected with the 
Pennsylvania Railroad and the Erie Railroad at Rochester. 


POWER 

The power was supplied by the Niagara Lockport & 
Ontario Power Co. at 60,000 volts. The company erected 
its own transmission lines on the fenced right-of-way, but to 
avoid passing through several of the towns, this transmiision 
line was detoured around them. 

At each location where animals or humans might touch 
these poles accidentally elaborate precautions were taken 
to ground such power at 10 feet above the ground. Also, 
precautions were taken to prevent leakage of power near 
any telephone lines. Poles to hold the trolley line were of 
chestnut, 110 feet apart, but steel poles were used at Brock- 
port, Medina and Middleport. 


The Buffalo, Lockport & Rochester Railway Company 
presented a petition in writing to the Albion village Board 
of Trustees on September 5, 1908, requesting permission 
to construct, maintain, use and operate a transmission line 
over and across the streets along the route of its electric 
road in Albion. 

The Public Service Commission of the Second District 
of New York approved the contract between the Niagara, 
Lockport & Ontario Power Co. and the B. L. & R. Railway 
on November 27, 1909 leasing and granting to the Niagara 
Company the right and privilege of using the excess capacity 
of the transmission line of the B. L. & R. Railway for the 
purpose of transmitting and selling power to persons, cor- 
porations and firms other than the railway in the locality 
traversed by the transmission line. 


Power was distributed through 5 substations. No. 1 
was % mile east of Gasport No. 2 at Culver Street between 
Medina and Knowlesville, No. 3 East State Street in Albion 
(and still there), No. 4, 1% miles east of Brockport, and 
No. 5, % mile west of South Greece Road. The transmission 
voltage was 60 kv, A.C. and trolley voltage was 600 D.C. 
(See photo of Albion station, State Street taken in 1956). 
The station at Elmgrove Road, South Greece is a concrete 
building standing along New York Central tracks west of 
highway in 1963. 
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There were times when the master switch at th 
nearest sub-station would blow out and leave the lin 
without juice (electricity) until an operator threw tl! 
switch on again. 

When a motorman blew out the over head on rair 
days in the cities, blue flames would flash out fro) 
the rheostats under the car and the light was visible fi 
blocks. Horses and people were often startled by suc } 
violent displays of light and flames. | 

Sleet on the wires also caused fireworks, visible for tw) | 
miles or more at night. Passengers waiting at country roz) 
crossings in the dark could easily tell if their car was nez 
or far away by watching the blue lights flash across th 
sky as the trolley rolled along. As the wheel passed undi_ 
a cross arm, the coating of ice was thicker and it was | 
sight many will never forget as a car came toward the: | 
the blue and yellow lights and sparks flashing from the wir) 
There were more fireworks when a motorman started tt | 
ear and the lights in the car grew dim. It was difficult fc | 
the wheel to break through the ice covered wire to get cu) | 
rent. | 

International Railway—-The 70-mile gale which swe} |’ 
western New York October 16, 1916 caused great damag 
on the Lockport & Olcott division of the International Rai 
way, and no cars were operated over the line for almo) |’ 
thirty-six hours. Miles of poles were broken, wires wei 
leveled and the Olcott sub-station was temporarily put ov | 
of commission. The Buffalo, Lockport & Rochester lir 
was tied up for a short time during the worst of the gal) |’ 


“TRACTION-SUBSTATIONS” 
by David L. Waddington 

In the early days of trolleys, virtually all electric powe 
was generated, transmitted and used as D.C. Because « 
the high costs and losses associated with the transmissic! | 
of low voltage D.C., the new fangled trolleys were limite’ }}# 
to short suburban runs of five or ten miles from the gene) 
ating station. The subsequent development of the tran | 
former and high voltage AC transmission line and tt} 
rotary converter—a type of motor-generator using a con! | 
mon armature for the A.C. motor and D.C generator win |! 
ings—made it economically feasible to build long distanc| | 
electric railways, and gave rise to rapid development of tt! 
interurban. 

Substations were spaced five to ten miles apart in typic:, 
600v. interurban service. 
stations were manually operated. An operator started th 
rotary before the first car left the barn in the morning an) 
shut it down after the last car was tucked away at nigh 
and he might also start up and shut down additional coy |! 
verters during peak traffic periods. 

In the period following World War I, as the pressure 
of higher labor costs and highway competition came to bez! 
on the interurbans the automatic substation came into beini| 
In these unattended installations (one was at Williamsal 
N. Y. on the “Sodus Bay Line’’) sensitive relays detecte) 
the approach of a car into the section fed by that particule) 
station and automatically started the rotary converter an! 
connected it to the line. An old Electric railway Journ: 
article on the Fonda, Johnstown & Gloversville, a 40-mi) 
line in upstate New York, noted that as a result of th 
conversion of the line’s three substations to automat! 


| 


operation, three shifts of operators were eliminated at eac. 


4) 


oe 


t 


fifallation and the maintenance of all three stations was 
i, dade a part of the line foreman’s duties. 

| Although the majority of interurban substations were 
-eparate structures, they were also combined frequently 
‘vith other Do aues to save construction costs and combine 


Railway in 1962) and being used for other purposes even 
|hough the trolley lines they originally served have long 
‘ince vanished. 


SUBWAY 


, On January 23, 1928, the automatic signal system 
4) vas put into service the same day the signal system was put 
|nto use from Canal Street, west to the Driving Park loop 
or city cars. 

Roy Travise ran the first R. L. & B. car from Lyell 
iAvenue car house to Broad Street, went down the ramp and 
shrough the subway to Court Street, up the ramp and around 
“he loop at Griffith and South Avenue, and then down and 


OOP. 

j R. L. & B. cars began using the Rochester Subway on 
|?ebruary 4, 1928. They came in Lyell Avenue as far as 
the subway where they turned south, descended a single 
wrack ramp to the tracks of the new rapid transit line. 


the Lockport cars could lay over. 


With Charles D. Havens, motorman, Giff Case took 


Connections were made at City Hall for cars of the 
sRochester & Eastern to Canandaigua and Geneva as well 
Was cars of the Rochester & Syracuse R. R. 

The R. L. & B. freight cars never ran in the subway. 
They continued on in Lyell Avenue to State Street, then 
ysouth on State, first to the Erie freight house on Exchange 
Street and then in 1921, only as far as the State Street car 
‘barn of the New York State Railways. Here they turned 
| west and passed through the barns to the new Frank Street 
|(now Plymouth Avenue, North) Union Freight Station. 
, They occupied the tracks north of the freight house along 
with cars of the Rochester & Syracuse Railroad. 


FOREIGN CAR MILEAGES 
ON ROCHESTER LINES 


R. L & B. R.R. via Lyell Avenue from City Line and 
Subway to Loop at South Avenue and Griffith—3.05 miles. 


FROM TO MILES 
Center R. L. & B. Exchange Street Connection .38 
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Loop in Subway City Hall Station .50 
West Main Station .88 
Oak Street Loop 1.06 
Center Oak Street Loop 1.08 
Lyell Avenue Connection 1.81 
Lyell Avenue on Surface 1.95 
Otis Station-NY. Central-X-ing 2.53 
Entrance Burrows Loop 2.65 
Center Burrows Loop 2.70 
Entrance Glide Street Loop 3.02 
Center Glide Street Loop 3.03 


R. L. & B. R.R. Via Lyell Avenue from City Line to 
State Street to Frank Street Freight House 1.79 Miles 
R&S R.R. Via Center of Oak Street Loop through Sub- 
way and R. & S. R.R. Connection to main line tracks at 
Rockwood Street 4.41 Miles 
R. S. R.R. Via Freight University line from Culver 
Road, Main E. to Franklin to Andrews and State to Frank 
St. Freight House 2.73 Miles 
R. E. R.R. Freight beginning at 12 Corners, Winton 
Rd. Via Monroe Ave., Clinton Ave., Andrews St., and State 
St. to the Frank Street Freight House 4.72 Miles 


List of Signals in Subway from Lyell Ave. to Court St. Loop 
Eastbound: 


No. of 

Sig. No. Location Normal Position Positions 
344 Lyell Red 3 
314 Brown Yellow 2 

304 Oak St. Loop Red (used by Rochester & 
Eastern) 3 
300 Oak St. Loop Red 2 
288 West Main Green 3 
274 West of City Hall Top Light Yellow 2 
Bottom Light Red 2 
268 City Hall Station Red 3 
262 Over Genesee River Green 3 

252 Court St. Top Light Green, 


Bottom Light Red 3 
Bottom Light Red 2 
(Bottom light used for move from #1 track to Court Ramp, 
is bushbutton controlled. To make ramp move use push 
button - top light will turn red and bottom light yellow when 
switch opens. After move is made switch will return to 
normal automatically.) 
Westbound: 
249 Ly. Court Ramp Red 38 position lights 3 
245 On Court Ramp Red 2 
(To be used for move from Court Ramp to #2 track and is 
push button controlled.) 


259 Court Green 3 
263 Over Genesee River Top Light Green, 
Bottom Light Red 38 
271 City Hall Green 3 
283 Between City Hall and W. Main S., 3 signals, 
293 at W. Main St., Yellow 
801 Oak St. Loop, Top Light Red, 3 signals, bottom red. 
313 Brown Street, Green, 3 signals; 341 Kent St., green 
3 signals. 
347 Lyell Green, 3 signals, 


by F. N. Uttie, Chief Eng. 


April 15th, was the day the last interurban line entered 
the subway—The Rochester and Syracuse at Winton Road. 
The same day local service was combined and during rush 
hours, cars ran every ten minutes. The rest of the day, 
every 20 minutes, 85,248 passengers were carried in Decem- 
ber 1927, 95,840 the next month and the subway gained in 
popularity as 108,650 rode in February. 

Cars by using left hand operation allowed the building of 
loading platforms between the two passenger tracks. 
Covered stairways were built at all stations with waiting 
room ticket office and check room at “Times Square” City 
Hall Station. 


Power came from the Rochester Gas & Electric Corpora- 
tion’s Sub-station along the Genesee River. 


When a train was stopped by a signal at a ramp 
or loop and the signal to proceed was not given in 30 sec- 
onds, the operator had to call the Dispatcher and report. 
If block was red, due to freight movement, it was the duty 
of Freight Conductor to station a flagman in plain view. 
If red block was due to service car movement, Conductor of 
same was responsible for flagging. If no flagman was in 
sight, Operator after waiting 30 seconds and sounding 
whistle would call Dispatcher for orders to proceed and did 
so at slow speed prepared to stop short of any obstruction. 
These locations were as follows: 


Eastbound: 
Sig. #344 - just east of Lyell Station (inspect switches) 
Sig. #804-Oak St. Loop (Stop at Loop) 
Sig. #252 -Court St. Station to Fanny Farmer siding. 
(Inspect Switch). 
Westbound: 
Sig. #245 - Top Court St. Ramp. (Inspect switch at foot 
of Ramp). 
Sig. #249- Court St. Ramp. (Stop at ramp switch Sig. 
#801, Oak St. Loop.) 
Rule #28: There were only two stop and proceed sig- 
nals in the Rochester Subway. They were Signal #274 east- 
bound into City Hall Station and Signal #263 westbound, 
City Hall Station. 


When it was necessary to back a passenger car, the 
operator had to assure himself that the track to the 
rear of the car was clear, then back up with extreme caution 
at a very slow speed. When it was necessary to back cars 
other than passenger cars on flagman’s signal, Operator had 
to keep flagman in view at all times and if flagman could 
not be seen after movement had started, car had to be 
brought to a stop immediately. 


If necessary for Operator to leave car, where he could 
not protect same, Operator was to remove key from con- 
troller handle. These instructions were issued by James C. 
Moore, Assistant Gen. Manager and Geo. Cassidy, Superin- 
tendent. 


AGENTS 


Spencerport: Milton F. Smith- Wm. Young. 
Hulberton: Mr. Whitman. 

Brockport: James D. Dalton -Ed. Stickney. 

Gasport: Ed Durkin - Cragburn. 

Guilford: Fred Wilcox (also Erie RR. at Rochester, N. Y. 
Middleport: Westley Steen. 
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Albion: Burt Biddleman. 

Holley: Ed Finley. 

Medina: James Canaan. 

Knowlesville: Al Spencer - Perce Nelson, 

Michael Snider. 

General Manager: J. M. Campbell - William Foster 

Auditor: Frank Spencer (Supt.) 

Roadmaster: Helmar Snow (Albion) 

Lineman: Elmer Sprague (Supt. Power) 

Receiver: Wilber Pray. 

Superintendent: John H. Cain, (1909) - 

Roy W. Travisee - L. C. Buse-J. D. Naylor. 

Trainmaster: Chas. Havens- Fred House. 

Leet Lewis - William Parks. 
Dispatchers: James Delaney - W. Lester O’Brien. 
Roy Travisee-S. Trobel- Herman Long 
Wm. B. Beecher (now on N.Y.C.) 
Chas. Parker (I.R.C. from Lockport) 

Claim Agent: H. L. Vosburgh - Gertrude Kuhn (Bonn) 

Paymaster: Sam R. Grover - Chas. Gores. 

Linemen: M. B. Agtalso - Gerry Fortunato. 

Master Mechanic: U. E. Ferry. 

* * * 
“FREIGHT” 

Freight motors going to Buffalo left Rochester at various)" 
hours early in the evening as soon as loaded at the Erie! 
freight house on Exchange Street. There was one track] 
along side the present building and a cross-over. The Ex: 
change and Mt. Hope Avenue trolleys of the New York State! 
Railways also ran out Exchange Street over the Clarrisa'||' 
Street bridge and to Mt. Hope Avenue terminal. i 

The night freight usually with one or two trailers|! 
often stopped at Lockport and added another trailer. O14)" 
course they picked up and left off freight at the towns along}! 
the way between Rochester and Lockport. 

No freight was handled southbound after leaving Lock-'|! 
port. 
to Jefferson and turning left here, ran south to the terminal 
at Swan and Cedar. If they arrived at the freight house) 
also used by the Buffalo and Lake Erie Company, before) 
6:00 a.m. the motor car, ete., was run in on the left side of | 
the street and the trailers backed into the freight house.) 
If they were late, as the B. & L. E. C. cars used the street 
too, this meant running a half-mile up the street to a cross-! 
over, backing and “wyeing” around to come back down ta 
the freight house and have the motor car headed east ready | 
to leave when loaded. Their nightly freight trains included) 
cars of most connecting lines. In the Fall of 1914, a con-)}), 
tract was signed with Wells-Fargo to operate a through ex-| 
press service between Rochester and Buffalo. Also in 1914,) 
on November ist, the B. L. & R. in conjunction with the’ 
Rochester, Syracuse & Eastern began using the new Erie’ 
Railroad freight station on Exchange Street, Rochester. | 

When the line was finally opened, hourly express trains] 
were found making the trip between Rochester & Lockport, | 
56 miles in two hours, 12 minutes. Local service was pro- 
vided as needed. Rates charged were the same as the com-) 
peting NYC Central. From the first, freight and express || 
service was offered to handle the many shipments of fruit, |,,, 
vegetables and milk for which the region was famous. | 

The big high speed cars made the 56 mile trip to! 
Lockport in a little over two hours on limited runs. However, | 


i : qty 
most of the runs were locals, which required two hours and! 


‘airty-five minutes. Hourly headway was maintained be- 
tween Rochester and Brockport. 

Freight formed a considerable. portion of the business 
vone by the company, through and local freight being 
vandled in less carload lots and carload lots being shipped 
etween Lockport and Rochester and to all points on the 
4. L. & R. Railroad. 

The company did a nice package freight and 
\xpress business along its line. It also handled an in- 
reasing amount of through freight from Syracuse and 
‘icinity destined for Buffalo and the west. By early 1914, 
lhe B. L. & R. crews were operating their own freight cars 
‘nto the heart of Buffalo, where they shared the Swan Street 
/reight house of the Buffalo & Lake Erie Traction Co. 
Train #105 was the Wells-Fargo Express and usually 
jeft the Erie freight house, Exchange Street, Rochester at 
'0 or 11 p.m. with right-of-way over all trains. This express 
ar ran every day, but Sunday. They had three plows, a 
tussell plow which had wings operated by compressed air. 
{1 push plow, #101, with plow attached was used most of 
‘he time as this line didn’t get quite the severe storms the 
tochester and Sodus Bay did. 

An IRC crew often brought a Wells-Fargo Express Car 
veaving D. L. & W. freight station at Buffalo, about 10:30 
ym. to Lockport to turn over to the B. L. & R. for Roch- 


Freight motors 301 and 3802 had wooden bodies 
lvhile 303 was a very heavy iron and steel car. When freight 
jpusiness became heavy a standard coupler was attached to 


For some years, the freight crews had to stop at the 
jiding north of the car barns and couple onto a car load of 
)oal, left by a Buffalo, Rochester and Pittsburgh steam en- 
jrine. The coal was taken to Albion and on an eastbound run, 
1. day or two later, the empty car was picked up and returned 
jo the B. R. & P. (B & O R.R.). Cars of stone were picked 
jap at the Wickwire siding now and then, one of the many 
lluties of the freight crews. 


TROLLEY SHOE SUBSTITUTE 
FOR TROLLEY WHEEL 

A trolley shoe with a renewable steel contactor, 
which it is claimed will run from 7,000 to 10,000 miles, 
jaas just been put on the market by the Utility Specialties 
{SCompany, Ltd., Boston, Mass. 
It consists essentially of a standard trolley harp in 
\which an oval-shaped rocker or shoe is mounted. The shoe 
is pivoted and fitted with a strong spring so that the con- 
\cactor automatically assumes full contact with the wire, 
jregardless of the angle between the wire and the trolley 
joole. The increased area thus obtained, combined with the 
\sliding contact, eliminates arcing. 

It is claimed that the sliding contact makes sleet shoes 
unnecessary; in fact, actual service tests during the past 


)winter in New England demonstrated this fact. 
| Hana oO 


During bad sleet storms, trolley wheels were replaced 
with shoes which slide along the wire, to break the ice and 
make better contact to obtain current to run the cars. These 
were better on interurbans, and did not wear out as quickly 
tas the ice cutter wheels used by N.Y. State Railways on all 
city cars. 


About 1916, ice cutter trolley wheels were available and 
when possible trolley wheels were replaced by these ice 
cutters when trolleys stopped at the car barn. Without 
these cutters, the ice coated the trolley wire so heavy, there 
wasn’t enough pressure of the wheel against the wire to 
break the ice and let enough current through to melt the 


rest. 
* * * 


Many companies were using trolley retrievers in 1916 
in preference to catchers, as the former would wrapt the 
rope around a wheel casing and let it out. when the wheel 
on the wire went higher in the air, which it often did 
between poles on a single track railway. 

The trolley wheel, which ran under the overhead wire 
to pick up current was often good for six to eight thousand 
miles, then another lot from the same manufacturer wouldn’t 
last 5,000 miles. Used on “‘Limited” cars at higher speeds it 
wore out sooner. On some long runs, a motorman might 
replace one wheel on a car twice. Sometimes worn wheels 


were later used on local cars. 
* * * 


One motorman on the night freight took to stopping the 
trolley at the Lee Road crossing and there unloading some 
saleable merchandise. It was after dark and his actions 
went unnoticed for some time as he made the run to Buffalo 
to the Buffalo & Lake Erie Traction Company’s 
freight house. When ready he would return to Rochester 
late the same night and early in the morning get his auto- 
mobile from near the car barns drive out to Lee Road and 
gather up his loot. After a short time, he tried an easier 
method and stopped the trolley at the carbarns, unloading 
a 100 pound sack of sugar some nights, carried it around 
back to his automobile and left it there to take home when 
through work. Later he was watched and after six months 
or more was told his services were no longer required. 
Note! Swan St. freight house in 1963 owned by Downing 
Trucking Co. 


ROSTER 
CARS # 201-215 500-505 301-302 303 100 101 102 1 
Nose Line Sweeper Rot 
Plow Car Pl 
BUILDER Niles Cinn Niles McGuire Smith Russ¢ 
Cumm. & W. 
MATERIAL Wood Wood Wood All Steel 
YEAR 1908 1909 1908 1916 19081908 1918 19 
MOTORS, GE73; West 119; GE 207 
1gk, 122 75 125 
CONTROLL G.E.M. G.E.M. G.E.M. 
WEIGHT 35 tons 35 tons 
LENGTH bi S Geo LaG 54’ Ae 28’ 
OVERALL 
TRUCKS Bald Bald Bald Baldwin 
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REBUILT, SOLD or SCRAPPED: All but one Niles Car. 
Today is in Knowlesville. 

REMARKS: 101 could pull 25 or more empty flats. Sweeper 
was used in Medina, Albion & : 1909, there were five trailers 
400-404, 1916 there were 11 flats, 6 service cars and many 
trailers. One from Philadelphia & Western, eight or so center 
dump cars, 1200 series. Flats says James McFarlane were 
2000 series & many second hand. 


MOTORMEN 


Carpenter, Edward from 

B. R. & P. railroad* 
Kaiser, John 
Nelson, Percy 
McClean, Alex.* cond, 
Sheren, Thomas 
Prey, Wilbur 
Gunnison, Roy J.* 

motorman & conductor 
Havens, Chas. 
McGinnis, John* 
Hope, Joe* 
House, Fred. 
Banham, Fred* 
Clark, Roy* 
Walling, Ed. 
Bennett, Doc.* 
Maloney, Mike 
Twist, Fred 
Caves, George 
Watkins, Frank 
Case, Burt* 
Naylor, J. D., 

Supt. & Gen. Mer. 
Fletcher, N. D. 
Dyggert, John* 
Sherrer, John* 

Slocum, Elmer 
Gauhn, Jim, 

Middleport, 1963 
Borgus, Barn (Red) 
Seanlin, Tom, 

Calif., cond. 
Hancock, Elmer 
Baker, Geo. C. 

Kinzel, Ray 
Tousey, Clarence 

from R & E 
Canan, John (Scrippy), 

Cond. 

Foster, John* 
Hill, Clair 
Dehond, Abe 

from R & Sodus Bay 
Rowe, Victor M. 

Ontario, N. Y. 1963 
Wittman, Geo. 

Butler, Ken 
Mullen, Ed. 
McConville 
Travisee, Roy W. 
Rochester 19638 


CONDUCTORS 
Idoeentshy Woy Ale 


Harmer, Harry (Toddy) 


Hope, Dave 
* 


* 


Case, J. Guifford (Squinty) 
Cameron, Clinton W. 
Supt. LR.C. 
Clark, John 
Carey, Joe F. 
Obrien, Lester W. 
Switzer, Albert 
Rochester 1963 
Shipley, Glenn 
from Sodus Bay, mot. 
Cannan, Tom 
Gunison, Harry 
Hayes, Wm. R. 
Harris, Manley* 
Demond, Lane 
Burns, James 
to Int. Rly. Co. 
Harner, Lake, Holley, 1963 
Foreman 
Case, Oliver* 
O’Shangnessy, L. P. 
Gibbons, Roy 


Buchen 
Helfrick, Harold, 
Cond. & Mtn. 


Gibson, James R. 

Wisner, Ralph 

Dakin, Harold, also Mtn. 

Tubba, Wm. 

Donovan, Doc. 

Fitzpatrick, Dispatcher 

Smith, Rance 

Wheat, Herb, 
Palmyra in 1963 

Glossner, August, 
Rochester 1963 

Rice, Berry 

Nevin, John 

Martin, Frank B. 


McCabe, Thos. 
Holland, Len 


Clark, John E. 
from R & Sodus Bay 


Felkner, Joseph 


Hibbard, Eddie, from 
R & Sodus Bay, Mtn. 


Campbell, Ed., Mtn. & 
Cond. from R & S.B. 


Buetner, Dan 
Dunn, Archie, 
from R & S. B. 
Burl, Gordon, B.D. 
(Best dressed) 
Thompson, Elmer 
Ennis, (Butch) Tom 
Seager, (Doc) Orrin, 


Spencerport 1963 
* 


Before the High Speed line was built to the Falls, 
B. L. & R. crews took IRC cars of 4000 series from Lockport 
to Rochester on p.m. runs and the next morning, “Niagara 


Falls Specials” left Rochester in one and two car trains for: 


Lockport where IRC crews took the cars to the Falls. 
i * * * 


Until the “High Speed” line opened up in 1918, all) ' 


freight and passengers had IRC crews run cars into Buffalo. 


From the date on B. L. & R. crews were qualified to run }) 


freight and special cars into Buffalo. 


NEW JACK BOX FOR INTERURBAN RAILWAYS | 


The way the spring jack holder is completely in- | 


sulated from the outside casting deserves particular notice. 
The spring jacks are made especially heavy and are mounted | 
on a fibre-block. The connections pass through mica) 


bushings and are soldered to the weather-proof wire on the | 
As a still further precaution |} 


back of the spring jack holder. 
the jack plug is equipped with a fuse which will blow if a) 


ductor or motorman and the telephone from accident. 


plugs have long handles and are so constructed as to leave no 


metal parts exposed or uninsulated in the jack box. 
was absolutely no chance of a short circuit. 


Crews used Stromberg-Carlson phones in boxes at- 


P| 
| 


; 


| 
| 


tached to poles along side the track, close enough for the il 
motorman to plug in without leaving the trolley—very con- i! 
venient in cold and rainy weather. Automatic ball wringers ii 


by Union Switch and Signal Company were at all cross- 
ings. 

All crossings 
crossing signs. 
crossing bells manufactured by Union Switch & Signal | 

B. L. & R. trolleys on East Avenue in Lockport! 
used IRC’s current and at night they used so much of it! 


carried the standard railroad grade’ 


that the city trolleys could hardly move and the lights inside | 


were so dim one couldn’t read the newspaper. 
All cars were equipped with M.S. 40 cut out switches: 


and if a motorman pulled the controller handle around too ji! 


fast for the load the car carried the switch would blow out. 
It was placed over his head above a front window. When) 


this went out he had to throw the controller handle back to) 
the left to the starting post, reach up overhead and push) 


the switch into place and start over. ‘Haste Makes Waste.” | 
REMODELING A 
RAILWAY TELEPHONE SYSTEM 
April 29, 1916 
During the summer of 1915, the B. L. & R. reconstructed | 
its telephone system, doing away with booths located along’ 


the tracks and substituting portable telephone sets carried || 
on the cars, the wall sets being reconstructed for this pur- i 


pose at a nominal cost. 

The road was formerly outfitted with twenty-five tele- 
phone booths distributed along the 55-mile right-of-way be- 
tween Rochester and Lockport, N. Y. 
wall sets were used in these booths. 


dispatching and miscellaneous communication, and that’ 


desginated as No. 2 being used for train dispatching. The 
passenger and freight stations are normally on the No. 2 I 


line also. The lines are run at the top of the distribution | 
line poles are transposed every fifth pole to eliminate in- 
duction, as the 60,000-volt transmission line is located on 


The important crossings were protected by )# 


| 


Stromberg-Carlson | 
Along the right-of-way | 
there are duplicate telephone lines of No. 12 bare copper }) 
wire, the line designated as No. 1 being used for power 


| 
i se 


1 


io 
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| 
| 
i 
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| 
ik 
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vhe opposite side of the track from the distribution line. 
oth telephone lines run through all power substations and 
vassenger stations, and section switches are placed at 
hese points to permit the localization of trouble. 

On the account of the cost of new portable telephones 
vith the necessary jack boxes, etc., and of the impracticabil- 
ty of disposing of the wall sets to advantage it was decided 
o convert the latter into portable sets and to construct 
uitable jack boxes. for use in connection with them. 

In converting the telephone sets the transmitter arms 
vere removed and the transmitters were placed inside the 
xox with the mouth pieces protruding, wooden blocks being 
itted around them to eliminate breakage. The boxes were 
ut off below the magneto supports and bells were re- 
noved, small dry cells being fitted inside the boxes at the 
op behind the former location of the bells. 

Wire baskets which were used on the cars for hold- 
ng flags were relocated and placed near the telephones so 
hat the jack handles and wire could be easily placed out of 
he way after use. This convenience appears not to have 
yeen appreciated by the train crews, who ordinarily coil the 
vire around the telephone after use. 

The jack boxes were installed at each end of double-end 
jidings and at each side of the switch at single-end sidings 
ind they were placed at a height convenient for access from 
he cab door of the car. 

In connection with the portable sets it was decided to 
ise Egry registers for taking train orders and a holder was 
provided for these registers directly below each telephone 
iet at a height from the floor convenient for writing. Each 
jnotorman was furnished with one of these registers and was 
jlirectly responsible for its care. All telephone sets had 
‘he numbers of their designated cars painted at the top, and 
i. few extra sets marked “Spare Telephones” were kept on 
iand at the car shops in Rochester and at the line foreman’s 
vorkshop at Albion, N. Y. These were used to replace tem- 
porarily car sets which were undergoing repairs. 


INSTRUCTION OF TRAIN CREWS 

by Claim Department 

Railway Requires All Men to Pass 

lamination Conducted by the Claim Department 
uist of Some of the Questions Is Published. 


On small interurban roads where regular schools of 
mstruction cannot economically be maintained it is usually 
ihe practice to leave the instruction of conductors and mo- 
‘ormen to the transportation department. Consequently, 
‘rom the point of view of the claim department, the exami- 
1ation of these men may not at all times sufficiently go 
nto the question of preventing accidents and of properly 
‘eporting them. To meet this condition the B. L. & R. re- 
juires all new applicants for employment in the service to 
dass a written examination given by the claim department 
entirely independent of the one conducted by the transporta- 
“ion department. This work is under the direction of Louis 
J. Hoenig, claim agent of the company. 

“Railroad trains, like dynamite, must be properly 
iandled. As we are accustomed to running them day after 
lay, making the same meets and going through the same 
‘outine, we are apt to work more or less automatically and 
at times become unconsciously careless. When a motorman 
or conductor can read a train order with his mind on some- 


a Written Ex- 
— A 


i9 


thing else, or when his schedule becomes worthless paper 
never to be consulted upon his runs, he is surely looking for 
trouble. 


Some Questions to Conductors 


“State why the company requires conductors to be on 
the rear platform before starting cars. 

“When is it the conductor’s duty to keep vestibule doors 
closed? 

“Your car is standing. A lady with babe in arms falls 
down the steps. How would you protect yourself? 

“How do you expect to take care of your steps and rear 
platform, especially in winter weather? 

“Ts a conductor or motorman ever justified in striking 
a passenger? 

“Tf a motorman should run past a meeting point, how 
should the conductor proceed to avoid collision? 

“Which of the following cases would you report? 
reasons for each answer. 

“(a) You were running along and upon looking 
back you saw a boy picking himself up from the street 
near the track. 

“(b) Your car is standing and while a woman about 
10 ft. from the car is waiting for the crowd to get on an 
automobile hits her. The operation of the car has nothing 
to do with the accident. 

“(e) A woman got off your car when it was stand- 
ing. After she got over the curb she slipped and fell. 
She was 30 ft, from the car when she fell. 


Give 


Special Questions for Motorman 


“How will you operate when passing a fractious horse? 

“What are the dangers of starting or stopping cars with 
a jerk or lurch? 

“Which of the following cases would you report: Give 
reasons fore each answer. 

“(a) You are running along and upon looking back you 
saw a boy picking himself up from the street near the track. 

“(b) Your is trolley standing and while a woman about 
10 ft. from the trolley is waiting for the crowd to get on an 
automobile hit her. The operation of the trolley car has 
nothing to do with the accident. 

“(¢c) A woman got off your car when it was stand- 
ing. After she got over to the curb she slipped and fell. 
She was 30 ft. from the car when she fell. 

““(d) You were off duty and saw a man trying to steal 
aride. He fell from the car. Another crew had the car in 
charge and may not have seen the accident. 

“How do you intend to handle a car in wyeing at Court 
and Exchange Streets, Rochester, having in mind the safety 
of pedestrians and vehicles on the streets? 

“How should you operate a car when passing another 
car which is unloading passengers? 

“How can rear-end collisions in the city of Rochester 
be avoided? 

“What is your idea of the distance that is safe to run 
behind a city car? 

‘“‘What is the danger in operating over electric switches? 

“Why must cars be stopped before passing firehouses? 
Before crossing canal bridges? 

“How can you help to avoid boarding and alighting 
accidents at the N.Y. Central, Otis St. crossing, where it is 
necessary for the conductor to leave the care to pull the 
derailer.” 


TORONTO SPECIAL 
Steamer OLCOTT — Toronto-Olcott Route 


1911-Buffalo, Lockport & Rochester Transit Co.-1911 
West Bound-June 10th-Sept. 17th 


Ly. Syracuse, R.S. & BE. __--____ 1:00 p.m. 
Lv Rochester, B.L. & R. __-_--— 7:30 a.m. 4:00 p.m. 
Ar Lockport, B.L. & R. __--=--~ 9:45 a.m. 6:15 p.m. 
Weve buittalomlrn tee ky yee eee 8:30 a.m. 5:00 p.m. 
Lv Tonawanda Int. Ry __~—-~—— 9:11 a.m. 5:41 p.m. 
Lv Niagara Falls Int. Ry. ______ 8:45 a.m. 5:15 p.m. 
Armlsockportslite ly yore ee 9:40 a.m. 6:10 p.m. 
luvaliockportainteh y= 9:46 a.m. 6:16 p.m. 
Lv Olcott, Str. OLCOTT ______10:30 a.m. 7:00 p.m. 
ATM LOron tO meee eo eee 30) peame 10:00 p.m. 
East Bound 
LiveToronto, Str) OLCOTT 2222 7 230.a.m. 2:30) p.m. 
liv eOlcott aint. Lys eee 10:40 a.m. 5:40 p.m. 
Arevockport. Inte Ry. 2 ee 11:15 a.m. 6:15 p.m. 
Ly Lockport, B.L. & R. ______--11:20 a.m. 6:20 p.m. 
Ar Rochester, B.L. & R. _______. 1:30 p.m. 8:30 p.m. 
ATES VLACUSe) ese Gch), Stee ee ae 5:37 p.m. 11:48 p.m. 
liveleockport, Ints Ry 11620 alm: 6:20 p.m. 
Ar Tonawanda, Int. Ry. ==) =_11:49 a.m. 6:29 p.m. 
Ar Niagara Falls, Int. Ry. ______ 12:10 p.m. 7:10 p.m. 
Ar Buitaloyeintay ty. messes 12:25 p.m. 7:25 p.m. 


Subject to change without notice 
Address - Box 1010, Rochester, N. Y. 


“INLAND LINES LIMITED” - 1913 
DETROIT, CLEVELAND, HAMILTON, 
TORONTO, MONTREAL 
Steamers “City of Ottawa” and “City of Hamilton” 
HAMILTON, TORONTO, MONTREAL 
Steamers “Belleville,” ‘“Dundurn,” 
“Majestic” 


THROUGH 1000 ISLANDS 


TORONTO, OLCOTT BEACH 


Steamer “Chicora” 


“NEW BOAT LINE TO RUN FROM OLCOTT” 


STEAMER ARGYLE WILL MAKE TRIPS 
TO TORONTO DURING SUMMER — 1909 


A. N. Crawford of the Argyle Steamship Co. of 
Toronto has been in town these last few days consulting 
with Mr. Lord of the Niagara Hotel in connection with the 
running of the well-known steamer “Argyle” on the Toronto- 
Olcott route this season. The “Argyle” is a large roomy 
steamer, with spacious decks. 


“FIRST BOAT TRAIN FROM ROCHESTER” 

A 4000 series I.R.C. two car train was deadheaded 
from Lockport to Lyell Avenue barns and left overnight. 
It left the Erie RR depot, Rochester, Court Street with the 
first Toronto boat special, the next morning. 

On a number of occasions, the big yellow IRC cars of the 
4000 class were pressed into the Rochester-Olcott, and later, 


20 


Rochester-Niagara Falls service. 

these cars east of Lockport. 
Motorman Clarence Tousey with Cond. Robert Gun-_ 

nison together with an I.R.C. pilot operated a trial trip to) 


B. L. & R. crews operated | 


Olcott with a B. L. & R. 200 series car just before the 200 || 


series went into service on the boat run. The 200’s were the 
only ones to operate into Olcott as the 500’s were too high | 
to clear the R. W. & O. underpass at Burt. Today 1963. 
you may walk east from N. Y. Route 78 200 feet on N.Y. CL 
tracks to this underpas. 


“TORONTO SPECIALS” 


The boat train was very popular at one time. 
morning, it consisted of two trains of two cars each and) 
three single cars. The first four trains of two cars each | 
three single cars. The first four trains carried green | 
flags. Many a time the train consisted of three Niles cars| 
with the motors cut out in the middle car. There was a) 
conductor on each car. The specials ran through to Lock- 
port where International Railway crews took the trolleys to 
Olcott Pier. Here pasengers walked out on the pier and 
boarded a steamer for Toronto. 
late in the afternoon in time to get the special to return 
them to Rochester by 9 p.m. 


The 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. boat trains left Roch- 
ester for Lockport for many years. Here the I.R.C. crews 
or B. L. & R. with pilot took the cars to Olcott dock on Lake 
Ontario to get the Steamer Olcott or Argyle for Toronto, | 
Ontario. If one took the early train, it was possible to 
spend some time at Toronto and return the same day to 
Rochester. 


Special for Toronto”. This special was so popular for some 
time, it ran in two, two-car trains. | 


The 7:30 a.m. for Olcott Dock usually caught up at 


Gasport with a local which had left Rochester at 7 a.m. | 


It passed it and arrived in Lockport five to ten minutes” 
ahead of the local. 


ee — 


One | 


They were brought back | | 


“At one time, an early Limited left Syracuse to | 
connect at Erie depot in Rochester for the afternoon “Boat || 


These trips became so popular, for a time another / 


—-- 


—— 


trolley was scheduled to leave at 4:00 p.m. This trip per- 


mitted the folks to stay overnight in Toronto and return | 
about noon the next day. 


Passengers from farther east made close connections at 


Rochester if they boarded the R. S. & E.’s 1 p.m. limited out | 


of Syracuse or its 1:12 p.m. connection out of Auburn. The 
steamer “Olcott”, originally ‘Lakeside’, made two round | 
trips a day from Toronto, leaving there at 7:30 a.m. and | 
2E3 0) pam: 

The 7:30 a.m. boat train arrived at Olcott in time for. 
10:30 departure of Steamer Olcott which arrived in Toronto | 
at 1:30. Returning from there at 2:30 p.m. Arrived at Olcott 


| 
| 


dock at 5:30 p.m. and the trolley at Rochester about 8 3g 


p.m. Round trip fare was $2.00. 

By the 1914 summer season, the ‘Olcott’? had bell 
shifted to the eastern end of Lake Ontario where the com- 
pany operated excursions from Oswego to Kingston, On-| 
tario and the Thousand Islands. The Toronto run was filled | 
by the steamer ‘“Chicora’”’, operated by the Canadian Steam-. 
ship lines. | 

(Continued on Page 65) 
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Roy Clark, Motorman, Lester (O. B.) O'brien, Cond. Exchange St., Rochester at #1 Police 
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When not in funeral service were stored at Coldsprings barn, covered with dust sheets. | 


"Elmlawn" built in 1895 for $5 
air brakes; 'Greenwood"! 


"Tanaka", 
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Olcott Beach, trailer 656 and others 
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Conductors wore white vests 


AMERICAN B 


‘cabithenit pp co WAC Sennett Seta 


eR Re 


INTEREST 
PAAR 
ON TiwE R z 


DE POSITS. Fs SS, 


SRA ESE tye 


I. R. C. ticket office in bank on S.W. Corner, Main & Court, 3 car train for Olcott & 
Lockport. N. Falls car on right. 


oe pee Oo Ra et aod LL EE OIL LOL LOE mee teat 


Se ema Sg 


100, Nailor, Mtn. ; Bushnell, 
Cond; Robt. Gunnison, 
Trackman. 


Payne Ave., Jct., No. Tonawanda, 


view north of tracks used to 
Lockport by B. L. &R. 
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| ENTRANCE 
: ON 

S. CEDAR 
OST 


Buff & Lake Erie-Swan St. Freight House, 1910. View south across Cedar to 
Louisiana & Seneca Sts. Later used by B.L. &R. 


Tracks north on Oak used by B. &L. E. passenger cars to Clinton 
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is at trolley Station, shown above 
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Between 


Peete oe 


Holley 


Fine Fa 


‘Buffalo, Lockport & 
~ Rochester R’y Co. 


The New Trolley Route 


Rochester, Niagara Falls, Buffalo 


Spencerport | : Brockport 

| acca AdamsBasin 
Knowlesville 
Middleport 
Lockport 


2 car meet in Medina 


Fates: iii A ebb: 


Car #2000 on Court St. loop above subway 
Ex Utica NEY ecars 


Car going down ramp. B.L.&R. cars 
used this loop. 
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200 car in Knowlesville, 1932 
Below, same car in 1961 


200 series car, Knowlesville, 1961. Cond. Joe Felkne 7 
Note round end of car 4 


See Jack Ingalls, owner, 1932-1962 
Trolley Station in 1910, an Inn in 


1962. From the Brockport Rep- 
Democrat paper 
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Knowlesville Station 
Church in rear now 
Ridgeway Fire Hall 


Siding at Knowlesville; 
three views 


SPECIAL 


by I.R.C. freight motors 


These cars placed on siding 


ee Ligh Salen 


ELM STREET PLANT—THE LOCKPORT LIGHT, HEAT. 33 
AND POWER COMPANY 


State St., Brockport 


Local 212 loading in Albion for 
Rochester, 1911 


R.L. &B. tracks removed from 
Lyell Ave. ramp. View, 1956 
by Fred Ruh 


BT es o ig : : * —* 
Rear end of 501 at one of Brockport stations 


| Pe TORONTO " 1262494 


ROUND TRIP $1.00. 


Cars leave _ Mondays 
Main & Court St 
mepot, Buffalo. Wednesdays 


Olcott Beach Hotel 
Saturdays 


Sundays 


<< 
“4 HOURS IN TORONTO.” 
Special Steamboat Train leaves Interna- 
tional Railway Company’s Depot at 9.40 
A. M., making direct connections at Olcott 


wharf. ‘‘ The finest beat trip on Lake On- 
ario.’’ First class Dining and Buffet 


service. 1910, 
INTERNATIONAL RY. CO. 


FOR TICKETS, ETC, 


PAPA OOOO 
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House is 211 Commercial in 1961 


Laying track in Medina. 
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Brockport depot, 1962. Cond Felkner 


Butt's Siding. Mr. Colby on right. 
On top on left, Ed. Baker 


He Street from Main. Brockport, N.Y. oa : Jack Craig, Mtn; 
J. G. Case, Cond. 


State St., Brockport, 1909. Urn is in yard of Seymour Library 
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James P. Barnes 


Erie & Lehigh Valley depots on rigt 
Rochester & Eastern on left 


E. Center St. depot, 1961, Medina 


sitezaa 


tate & Main, Albion 


3 5 . we 


Freight #302 collided with a bridge 


Line car #101 


211 at Holley in 1938. By Allen F. 


John McGinnis, Mtn; Del Sprague, 
Line Forman; Harry Gunnison, 


Cond. 


meekear of 101. Ellen Nuget and Madelyn Mascari 
of the office 


Lyell Ave. at Child St. 


FOO te ee on 
rear 


209 and a 500 in 
41 Lockport 


Left, Frank Spoon, Willilam Parks and 
seated Jim Delaney, Albion, 1913 


ai 


‘State St., Albio 


Long Pond Road & "Trolley Blvd." 1 
in Gates, N.Y. By Fred Ruh 


a ea eg 


Tracks in Middleport, 1961 


Bridge over Barge Canal, 1961 
in Gates, N.Y. | 


Car 201.at 
Lee Road & 
Barge Canal 


hee aieniten ivemeds Buffalo, Lockport & 
-Rochester car house and repair shop 


‘i AN St tennis 


West end of car house 


C. J. Case, left; Jim DeLaney, Disp. inside; Bob Densmore, center 
and Jack Daggert 


Manley Harris's car left the 
tracks in Albion 


Youngs Siding 


44 


ae ey Scat tas Po a ? 


Del Spargue in cap on right of Charles 
Barnes. Far right, Helmar Snow at 
Elmgrove Sta. Rear of Car 501 


Winter at Elmgrove 


See 


Subst 


MAIN & STATE Sts. , Rochester 


"Ride with us" in only all white car 


Off the track 


se neslig aba LST I 


econ 


bi 


Ennis, Cond; 1910 John McInnis, 


/ 
aa 


a 
merase 45 1 ba 


fii spe fe 
i i 


Elmgrove 
David W. Baird, 
| Operator 


ae 


Holley Station 


4 


BP td ie -a- 


East Av., Lockport, meet with 
TR. Ce car 7000 


“29 ty SNe Cn Se i AE 
Fam sat 


State Street, West from Park Ave. 
Brockport, N. Y. 


5 
° 
2) 
S 
4 


Note, bay w 


Lockport, N. Y. 


> 


P#3 


O 


oven, 


1961 


Detroit 


2 


81 on Toledo & Eastern 


by Ray F. Radway, 


t 


isa 


81 
R 


Starr Ave. at Toledo Term'R 


& #3 at Lockport, N. Y. 


Frank Czarnock, photo 


NI 
se 
my 


pue 


osuelro ‘ 


OTYO UI MOU YoVvy{q 
jLOdyoo'T UT OFM 7 YOR sva Ted 


[o.e) 


4 


a! ! a 


ITERNATIONE iL RY. © 
mw LOCKPORT 4 


TANSFERS WILL BE 
a 22314 

[aie ave | Bit sBolas] 
BES 
ie eats 


_DANGASTER A) 
| 


\-- : CEE dpc 
EL “i psteews failed | [ts[30)46) 
Elmegrove 5 . ; —| 2 |t5130/45) 
abate ao (Sliseolas 
SYCAMORE 
Frere fabebokel 


_ MIOHIGAN 


o8 


STOP 6 
Spencerport 
STOP 7 
| Adams Basin 
STOP & 
STOP 9 
STOP 
‘STOP 11 
Brockport 
STOP 12 
STOP 13 
STOP 14 
STOP 15 
~ HOLLEY 
STOP 16 
STOP 17 
Hulberton 
FANCHER 
_ STOP is 
STOP i3 
STOP 20 
STOP 21 
STOP 22 
ALBION 
STOP 23 
STOP 24 3 
Eagle Harbor 
STOP 25 
STOP 26 
| Knowlesville 


Transfer used by B. L. &R. in 
Buffalo, Lockport & N. F. 


THE REGULAR FARE COLLECTED AND INDICATE) 


HIS R EIPT BY PUNCH MARKS IN SPACE PROVIDED AND SUCH EXCESS ' 


if 


SHOULD BE PUNCHED AND DETACHED IN THE PRES! 
AMOUNTS PUNCHED INDICATE FARE PAID iNCLUI 
PRESENTATION OF THIS RECEIPT TO ANY TICKET 


ee WITHIN NINETY DAYS FROM DATE OF ISSUE 


-RECEIPT FOR FARE PAID 


TER, LockPoRT & BUFFALO RAiLRoAD CORPORA 


I.R.C. freight motors, Lockport, P#l & 2 


49 


50 


ee nae raaumemanar 


Lakeside leaving Olcott dock for Toronto 


Steamer "Argyle" 


ereoad #301, first car arnt 


r Chicora, Entering Harbor, 
Olcott Beach, N, Y. 


Trailer 402 


6G 


BUFFALO, LOCKPORT & ROCHESTER RAILWAY COMPANY | eae ce ae 
TRAIN ORDER BLANK [31] Buffalo, Lockport and Roche ter Ry. Co. [ 32 
Serial No23205 Date 120 —egu0iia; A TELEPHONE TRAIN ORDER NO..7_€ 
To Motorman and Conductor: Superintendent’ 8 Office E. Gs am ys fe = 196. 2 


Train not Car Oe alechbok, ToC. ai vt 4 a 0... 


: se a 
BUFFALO, LOCKPORT & ROCHESTER \ 
’ RAILWAY COMPANY b 

4 


_ Conductor and Motorman Must Each Havea ee ceee of ie Order. 


1916 we) 0 === Fate = 
| i: a: 0. Kd. at. SE: cot Mh 
Pass ae = Je M. Felkner, REO a AN EMPLOYEE,. ee a oa . ays Ses | i MADE, TIME, ; RATOR a 
BETWEEN ALL STATIONS UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 191 ———— —. 2 : 
UNLESS OTHERWISE ORDERED, AND SUBJECT 10 eedettene ON BACK 5 \ é ¢ a | “% 3 ie 
a 4 TG “GENEWAL MANAGER, ; 6 (/ | aN "| 


Sg 


f Tes 
re ® 
2 wah yy 
‘ LOCKPOR 


WOR ateT Ont toswece 


“a Cowegeo Bs. z 


a sauare fuls oe A 
Vend eton Cone 


x iy fe “3 P shin 
g| ° eo & S fe 
2S F oe yas o 
Ber’? ROCHESTER, SYRACUSE & EASTERN AR. R. ; 4 
: “| BUFFALO, LOCKPORT & ROCHESTER RY. 
sy" 7-1 SYRACUSE, LAKE SHORE & NORTHERN A. AR. |. 
4 AUBURN 4@ SYRACUSE ELECTRIC AR. R. } 
= a AUBURN & NORTHERN ELECTRIC AR. R. 


i SYRACUSE &@ SOUTH BAY ELECTRIC RK. R. 
‘ GENERAL OFFICES SYRACUSE.N.Y, 
= 2 SESEOTAD a VEAeEs 


SYRACUSE - OSWEGO - AUBURN - ROCHESTER - LOCKPORT - BUFFALO 


The Beebe Syndicate consisted of 318 miles, Lockport to Oswego. 


NEW YORK STATE = a 
RAILWAYS | 
ROCHESTER LINES 


DEPOTS 


ba Sek 
Charlotte’ 


Clinton Av 


Peasae 


1 New York Central Lines 

2 Erie R. R, 

3 Buffalo, Rochester & Pitts- 
burg R. R. 

4 Pennsylvania R. R. 

5 Lehigh Valley R. R. 

6 New York State Railways, 
Rochester & Eastern and 


Rochester & Sodus Bay 
Lines 
15 Y. M.C. A. 
16 University of Rochester 


7 East Main Street Station 
3 
4 
17 N. Y. State Armory 
18 Convention Hall 
19 Ward's Natural Science In- 
5 


Barnards Cross | Rvad 


SUBURBAN 


8 Buffalo, Lockport & Rochester 
R 


ye 
9 Rochester, Syracuse & East- 
ern R. R. 


BUILDINGS, INSTITUTIONS, 
PARKS, ETC. 
10 City Hall 
11 Government Building 
12 Court House 
13 Chamber of Commerce 
14 Masonic Temple 


stitute 
20 Kimball's Conservatory 
21 Cobb's Hill Reservoir 
22 Highland Park Reservoir 
23 Genesee Valley Park 
24 Highland Park 
25 Maplewood Park 
26 Seneca Park 
6 | 27 Base Ball Park 
28 Kodak Park 
29 Rochester Athenaeum and 
Mechanics Institute 
HOTELS Drivi 
30 Powers Hotel Eiving) 
81 Hotel Seneca Si 
*32 Hotel Rochester WK 
7 | 33 Whitcomb House | S 
S 
a 


5 


34 Osborn House 
35 Hotel Eggleston 
36 Hotel Rexford 
37 Jacksons Temperance Hotel 
CEMETERIES 
88 Mt. Hope Cemetery 
8 39 Riverside Cemetery 
40 Holy Sepulcher 


N 
S 


Emerson 


HOSPITALS 


41 City Hospital | . \e 
42 St. Marys Hospital Ory \ ¢ 
43 Homeopathic Hospital Bur. }LOCK. & ROCH.\RY. 


THEATRES 
9} 45 Lyceum Theatre 

46 National Theatre 
47 Baker Theatre 

48 Cook Opera House 
49 Corinthian Theatre 


44 Hahnem Hospital & = 
mene THEATRES Ti je To RE , 


sity 
Rechbet 


54 


EFFECTIVE MARCH 3,1909 
Subject to Change Without Notice 


Connecting the Interna- 
tional Railway Co. Sys- 
tem for Buffalo, Niagara 
Falls and the West, with 
the Rochester, Syracuse 
& Eastern and Mohawk 
Valley Systems for the 
East. 


No. 33. Special Theater Train for 
Medina and intermediate stations leaves 
Otis Station (Rochester) at 11.35 p. m. 


No. 78. Special Rochester Theater 
Train, leaves Medina at 6.25 p. m., stops 
Knowlesville, Albion, Holly, Brockport 
Spencerport, arrive Otis station 7.44 p.m. 

First trains on Sunday leave one hour 
later. 


SIGNALING TRAINS. To flag a 
train by day wave hand or handkerchief 
above head when train is 1500 feet away. 
By night wave lighted paper or match. 


Signal will be answered by 2 short 
blasts of whistle when train is to stop, if 
answered by 2 long and 2 short blasts of 
whistle, STEP BACK, TRAIN WILL 
NOT STOP. 


REGARDING TIME, 
TABLES 


These tables show the time the 
trains should arrive at and depart 
from the several stations and con- 
nect with other trains but their de- 
parture, arrival or connecting at the 
time stated herein is not guaranteed, 
and should it be necessary by reason 
of stress of weather or unforseen 
conditions to annul trains, change 
the time of arriving or leaving, 
change the equipment of the char- 
acter of the trains, the Company 
reserves the right to make such 
changes without previous notice to 
the public, and passengers should 
consult the agents for particulars. 


INCIVILITY . 


Passengers are requested io 
promptly report any incivility on 
the part of employees. 

Courtesy is commendable on the 
part of all persons. 


THE ART PRINT SHOP, ROCHESTER &. V. 


BUFFALO, LOCKPORT & 
ROCHESTER RAILWAY 


Time Table 


Effective March 3d 1909 


@, Trains Leave Lyell Ave. 
Station as per the Enclosed 
Schedule. 

@, Take Lyell Avenue City 
Car to Otis Station. 


Tickets on Sale at Stations and by 
G. T. AMSDEN, 4 Main St. West 
and SIBLEY, LINDSAY & CURR 
COMPANY, Rochester, N. Y. 


THE LARGEST STOCK OF HOUSEHOLD FURNISHINGS _IN WESTERN NEW_YORK 


Two Stores: 50-54 State St. 
441-445 Clinton Ave. N. 


WEIS & FISHER COMPANY 


Complete Home Furnishers 


Rochester, N. Y. 


SCHEDULE OF TRAINS BETWEEN BUFFALO, NIAGARA FALLS, LOCKPORT AND ROCHESTER. EAST BOUND 


¢ Indicates daily except bans ms No. 2 will not ran Sundays. 


71 73 


t Indicates dally ice Sunday. 


¢ No. 1 will not rum Sundajys. 


10 12 14 


6.17 6.55 7.55 9.54 11.55 12.55 2.55 
8.02 10.02 12.02 1.02 8.02 
8.24 10.24 


16 
PM 


No. 6 will not run between re Sea Albion on Sundays. 


SCHEDULE OF TRAINS BETWEEN ROCHESTER, LOCKPORT, BUFFALO AND NIAGARA FALLS. WEST BOUND 


ti 3 t5 il 13 
AM AM AM AM AM AM AM 
eseo sees 6.18 7.18 8.80 9.25 11.18 
eeee coos 6.40 7.40 8.51 9.47 11.40 
ecco soos 6.47 7.47 8.59 9.54 11.47 
esee eves 6.57 7.57 9.11 10.05 11.57 
sees eoee 7.10 8.09 9.28 10.17 12.10 
eose oeee 7.15 8.15 9.88 10.22 12.15 
sees 6.85 7.85 8.85 9.50 10.42 12.85 
+++. 6.49 7.49 8.49 10.05 10.55 12.49 
6.00 6.59 7.59 8.59 10.14 11.04 12.59 
6.12 7.12 8.12 9.14 10.27 11.17 1.12 
6.24 7.24 8.24 9.28 10.89 11.27 1.24 
6.48 7.48 8.48 9.49 10.58 11.46 1.48 


15 


t No. 3 will not run between ‘Alblon and Medina on RES 
Limited Trains Make Station Stops Only. 


18 


PM PM 


PM PM PM 


PM PM 


8.00 10.00 11.05 11.85 
5.19 6.24 8.19 10.19 11.24 11.53 
5.81 6.85 8.31 10.81 11.86 12.04 
§.44 6.48 8.45 10.45 11.50 12.18 
5.52 -6.56 8.54 10.54 11.59 12.26 
6.04 7.09 9.07 11.07 12.12 12.40 
6.20 7.22 9.22 11.22 12.29 .... 
6.29 7.31 9.31 11.81 12.36 


6.45 7.45 9.45 11.47 12.47 1.0. wees 
6.55 7.55 9.55 12.01 1... sooo coer 


10.02 12.07 
12.85 


21 23 25 27 2 ~=6o3 
PM P 


T No. 4 will not run between Albion and on on seanaee 


33 
M 


8.18 4.18 5.18 6.18 8.18 10.18 11.85 
8.40 4.40 5.40 6.40 8.40 10.40 11.54 
8.47 4.47 5.47 6.47 8.47 10.47 12.01 
8.57 4.57 5.57 6.57 8.57 10.57 12.10 


4.10 5.10 6.08 7.10 9.10 11.10 12. 


20 


4.15 5.15 6.18 7.15 9.15 11.15 12.22 
4.35 5.84 6.88 17.85 9.85 11.85 12.39 


4.49 5.48 6.50 7.49 9.49 11.49 12. 
4.59 6.00 6.59 7.59 9.59 11.59 1. 
8.12 10.12 12.12 ano 


T No. § will not ran fame Rochester and Albion on Sundays. 


58 
01 


55 


t - naaricnen 9 lettin = rrenyecagpmamnatanesea aananeien = => : ri; a ROBT IT nt RSI 7 " 
: ever BUFFALO & ERIE RAILWAY CO. — - mapa be j 
i ne nN , q 
ice atl wavour 7/7 PE a 

Waybill of Freight Forw tes Pid 2 ; 
' _. Consignor. ss yyy 5 ? j * 
Destinatio A aa OE, H 

ai haa : Fao a Pes, 

No, Pecos De y _ Z 
enh Vo sr PS an al a | 
i oo an Hitt. a ee H 5 
| Peet YMAN RECEIPT i ys aes va 
[_ Score ron 2 re ORP. 4 
‘ —| comer) tor Charge FREIGHT DEPARTMENT ; 
| ek ina Uo EA eS owing Brea Ny x / po 
te 4 9 Z Mas Sa as a 
i am + . ant | Suupprn 4. y (2 be. Lt MP yee granu Peed Bike ys F 
i sa = AA WL hit bap DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLES , 
| i Cea Th ed eel’ F ; 

: eee TA Fe Ph iY a aero aden a 
fa b, Re Re Ne | aig mays? 
: wy er Keka w 
Received from Buffelo and Erie | Raiusenes Be7"The property 
; hereon, in good order, except as noted. ) 
5 : This o ‘ 


Recolving Agy 


sa SE eh i POT ORO 


fiir. LOCKPORT & ROCHESTER RWY. CO. 


F marina 


Gooo FoR ONE CONTINUOUS Fare WITHIN 30 
fis _ Days FROM Dare OF SALE 


mom ROCHESTER | 
ro ALBION © 


Not good unless stamped on back by 


Ides to sebetantiate the veildtty ot the a" Property 
ROCREATER, LOCKPORT & BUFFALO RAILROAD GC 


‘ f } 
i mores company’ s authorize ABER ah _ | Bua 10 Joi Scares MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYAHI.E TO ROCK 
; ee: pa 
.63 fe11 BLT TREASE =~ 
i 3 geek 
Rreereetinos 


Sold,4. 16,1918, 
e depot.dames Burns... 


ROCHESTER, NIAGARA FALLS AND BUFFALO COACH LINES, 


mowed in foy-ight bears a 


pall 


Read Down Eastbound Connections at Rochester for points east 
RUN NO. x 6 70 8 10 id 14 12 16 18 
A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. 
Nia. Falls Ly. 8:00 4:00 
Buffalo Ly. 9:00 2:00 5:30 
Lockport 7:15 10:00 12:30 3:00 6:30 
Gasport 7:30 10:15 12:45 3:15 6:45- 
Middleport 7:41 10:25 12:55 3225 6:55 
Ridgeway 9:10 5:10 
Medina 7:50" 9:1510735 1:05 3:35 5:15 7:05 
Knowlesville 7:58 9:2510:45 1:15 8:45 6:25 7:15 
Albion Ar. S:I0) 9235-20356 82225 3:55 5:35 7:25 
Albion Ly. Pslh 8:15) 9: 40°11 00 43 30 4:00 5:40 7:30 
Wancher 7325 8: 25950 11 210" £340 4:105:50 7:40 
Holley 7:40 8:4010:0011:20 1:50 4:20 6:00 7:50 
Clarkson 6:50 3:10 9:55 
Brockport O57 tbp 8:55 10:1011:30 2:003:15 4:30 6:10 8:00 10:00 
Adams Ba’n 7:07 8:07 9:07 10:22 11:42 2:12 3:27 4:42 6:22 8:12 10:12 
Spencerport 7:15 8:15 9:15 10:3011:50 2:203:35 4:50 6:30 8:20 10:20 
Elm Grove 7:22 8:229:2210:3711:57 2:27 3:42 4:57 6:37 8:27 10:27 
Rochester Ar. 7:45 8:45 9:45 11:00 12:20 2:50 4:05 5:20 7:00 8:50 10:50 


*Does not run Sundays and National holidays. 
Light faee type A. M. Dark face type P ™M. 
Five minutes rest period at Albion. 


should be made to the lost article department at Rochester, N. Y. 
Baggage. Each passenger will be permitted to carry into the coach 
not more than 3 pieces of hand baggage total weight not to exceed 
sixty pounds for one full fare and thirty pounds for one-half fare. 
Animals, Dogs, cats and other live animals or birds will not be ear- 
BH On ae ae ne FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 3 
. e - 

APPT “LO é-/% ir 

ROCH Piatt BUFFALO COACH LINES 


Rochester, N. Y. b 


ESTER NIAGARA FALLS 


Phone Glen 3164 


_EAST BOUND TRAINS Read L 


is — 


~ SECOND CLASS Daily Except Surf 3 ; 
8 £| 100} 102] 104 ga : 
[| cone Gee 2S aaa A 
BS) aM] P.M) P.M oe: oe 
00} 9.05| 2.10} 4.10 oa Lee 
15 19 a 
1.52] 9.18| 2.23] 4.22] . oe : 
4.74| 9.24] 2.29] 4.29] . oe ee 4 
6.48] 9.28) 2.33) 440|....]....] @ ae 
7.58 | 9.30 2.38 4.42 2 os A 
11.03] 9.36] 2.57| 4.57 ( 2) ' a 
11.64| 9.39| 3.05| 5.05| .... q | 
7-16 sg 103 4 


y Sid, 42...... | 13.92] 9.54] 3.10] 5.10 
Medina Sid., 39 | 15.87 | 9.59] 3.13) 5.14] ....) .... 
INA STA. .... | 16.73 }10.12| 3.30] 5.30) ....] .... 
Medina Sid, 39. | 17.52 |10.18| 3.84/ 5.34| ....] ... 
Boe, 97.7... | 19.12 10.20] 3.36) 3.37|....] .... 
sville Sid., 35. | 20.80 |10.28| 3.41] 5.45) 
Mor Sid. 33...... | 23.83 |10.32 | 3.46| 5.50|....|.... 
ms Sid. 30...... | 25.79 |10.35 | 3.49] 5.54] .... 
BION STA. ..... | 26.78 |10.45| 3.57| 6.15 
-. ++. {26.87 110.46 | 3.58| 6.16 
s Sid, 28....... | 28.16 |10.50| 4.08] 6.21 
Po e055 ese | 4197-623 
ard Sid, 24..... |31.67|11.00| 4.16| 627]... 
berton Sid., 22... | 33.22/11.05| 4.19| 6.32] .... 
"Sid 21........134,55 111.08 | 4.92| 6.35 


ley Sid., 20...... |35,92 |11.13 | 4.29] 6.48 
. {044 jll.li 4,32} 6.53 


aA cr 


orde 


snot affect any 


i 
Z 
ek 


dets for your train. 


2 
ee 
“4 
nO or 


Conducter and Motorman must each have a copy and see that the 


correctly designated in the above form. 


MRE ne pena et een Ey ee Pa 


39.89 111.21 | 489] 6.58} ....).... 
me 33 
KPORT STA, | 40.63 [11.25 | 448] 7.05] ....].... 


; 13 
Sid., 15....... 41.25 {11.38 | 4.56} 7.08 
P1421 48-04 111.37 15.001 7 


35 
, 11,..... 145.07 (11.43 | 5.04 | 7.26 
27-28 
id, 8...... |47.98 111.50 | 6.19 | 7.32 
se . 29-31 37 


os 161.00 111.57 | 5.25 | 7.88 |... 
oe) (54.04 112.05 | 5.82] ¥45 1... 
Bt, .. 4) (55.84 112.09 | 5.36]. .:. 
TER STA. [58.20 {12.30 | 5.55|.... 


No, 28 will pass No. 102 at Spence 
. 32 will pass No, 104 at Helle 
6 will pass No. 100 at 


> | : EAST BOUND. at | WES” DX 
HALE FARE | feces [too 
KOT REDEEMABLE | ‘ciy'tine | 
R 330929 Ten HOUSE 


LER. 


: hee 
pMersity : 


S22. e 
iJ vA 
SS 2 
aeog 
fe 6 


oavEn | “GASPORT | 


4 


Ach marks 


| GILLETTE Ringuebutg! 
| SPENCER-| maybe” 
PORT |__ 


Too | RAYNALES ' 
BROWN BASIN. 


ADAMS HIGH 
BASIN BRIDGE 


SWEDEN ROYALTON 


fcated by pu 


EAST LAKE HARTLAND | 


MIODLE | 
MT. OLIVE PORT 


HOFERAN 


— 
= 

= 
ac 

eu 


HILER 
—| SHELBY | 
Brockport | BASIN 


SALT ROAD 


YOUNGS 


ie [eioieten peas 
Ee west take} MEDINA 


county | RIDGEWaY| 
LINE 


O'BRIEN 


ate 


Cs) oN oO ap ti ny. 


CULVERT 


———_————| KNOWLES- 
HOLLEY | VILLE — 


MILLVILLE | 


“SOK N dosaaqooy "0D Japupsd soeego7y 


Transfers of 1924 & 1930 


Aone 


Bae 


{0CKPORT & ROCHES 


Entire % Roch: an Co. | 


UTTS — 


See So 
ISSUED BY | DINSMORE ROAD 


INTERNATIONAL RAILWAY CO. 


| Via foternational ity. & B..U.@R. Ry. 


mt s a I eps: 
70 | for one oo Peeeee e a BUT one ee eae cancugR | GAINES” 
ROCHESTER, ‘N.Y. a anion LATTINS | 
LOCKPORT, N.Y. 7 5 ee 
Form BR Ex. 5 void if Detached cel TRANSIT AUB. Go 
Bo hject to conditions named in attached contract = H fetes See ES Tae 
9 
ee) 
Let 


OMNQORON | 


ie = INTERNATION, AR. Not good for Mom Tn ee 
& Set ) id unless accompa 
HRATLWAW, com MPANY. bier 


Son 
i No. 24572 


BS N 
ROP 


=| BUFFALO. LOCKPORT & ROCHESTER RY.CO[: 


RETURN COUPON 
HOLLEY on 
: ho : 
HULBERTON | Ge Pe 
| Good only when Is" stamped on ee 
i esha ot Fneated f. as aaa a 


Form t. General Manager. — 


$ 
? 


Inland Lines, Limited 


RICHELIEU AND ONTARIO. LINES” 
vite r : Fae & 


‘ : : rea ta a 


~TORONTO—OLCOTT ROUTE ~ 


From Junk 2ist To SerTeMBER 6TH 
Dality. 
? 


SEASON 1913 


NORTHBOUND. SOUTHBOUND, 
READ DOWN. READ UP. 


2.20 p.m. 7.20 a.m.Lv.,..Rochester...Ar. 1. 58 p.m.8 58 p p.m, 
3.30 p.m. 8.30 aam.Lyv..... Buffalo... .Ar.12.55 p.m.7.55 p.m. 
4.45 pan. 9.45 arm. Lv... .U ockport. -Ar.11.35 a.m.6.35 Bea m. 


IN : A ND LINES & 6.30 paing4s ai ewe, , De Oieore! ey _Ar.10,30 anise p.m. 
LIMIT ED q 9.30 p.m. 1.45 p.m.Ar.....Toronto. ...Lv. 7.30 a.m.2.45 p.m, - 


E Oicott, N.Y., is beautifully situated about 37 miles from 
-— Toronto on the south shore of Lake Ontario. It is a place 


~~ of natural beauty, with splendid beach, large pine forest, ete, 
, There is a fine hotel there, where one may stay for a day, a 


| a _ EXPRESS | 
L | "STEAMER 
| im SERVICE. 


1 BA a SOLENT ARE 
‘HAMILTON © TORONTO 
MONTREAL — and QUEBEC 


4 week, or amonth., The boating is good, so also is the bathing 
“and fishing. All provisions for picnic parties are afforded, 
atid a feequent service between Olcott and outlying cities 
and towtis, such as Buffalo, Lockport and Rochester, is main- 
tained by excellent trolley systems. 


Cars: 60 beet t dock. 


NIAGARA NAVIGATION LINE 


SERVICE 1913 


phere, ; vs 
, f er EES OS USL ADDS Samp red BETWEEN ‘TORONTO, N1AGARA-ON-LAKE, QUEENSTON, 
a " ee v i 2 Lewiston, NtAGARA FALLS AND BUFFALO, 
: Be ad te a ; i "May 10th to 23rd.—-T'wo Trips Daily, except Sunday. 
Pa TG i Poca Ra SERYICE . / F : > May 24th to June 7th.—Four Trips Daily, except Sunday. 
TORONTO and OLCOTT, NY: i d june 9th to June 30th.—Six Trips Daily, except Sunday. 
Tt Brera : July Ist to September 8th.—Six T rips Week-days, Four Trips 


4 


Sundays. 
September 8th to 20th.—Four Trips Daily, except Sunday. 
SEASON 1913 September 22nd to October 18th.—Two Trips Daily, except 
Sunday. 


fle x BERN Ee geese pf omnes ee melanin ee ay oe ae ae 
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NEEKDAYTIME TABLE No.30 INTERNATIONAL RAILWAY COMPANY 


~ UNDER MITTEN MANAGEMENT — EFFECTIVE 5 A. M. 
Sapersedng Buf, Lockort and Oot Tine Tale No. 28 BUFFALO, LOCKPORT AND OLCOTT DIVISION Roan eoeiooe 


ISSUED FOR THE GUIDANCE OF EMPLOYEES SOUTHBOUND 
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TE: Train No. 8 between Lockport and Buffalo annulled Saturdays. 
Train No. 31 annulled Saturdays. On Single Track Northbound Trains are Superior to Southbound unless otherwise ordered by Dispatcher. 


Figures in Red Full-Faced Type will indicate the Positive Meeting Points of Opposing Trains. Figures in Red Small Type at Meeting Points Indicate the Number of Opposing Trains. 


The following Time Table Restrictions will govern in operation from the Stations named 


MAIN STREET—No train or section of a train will move northbound without calling Dispatcher. 


M. L. CAMPBELL NIAGARA FALLS JUNCTION—No train or section of a train will move northbound without a clearance card or a train order issued at Niagara Falls Junction by Dispatcher. 
a re) mene M i ° DIVISION STREET, END D. T.—No train or section of a train will move southbound without a clearance card issued at Division Street, by Dispatcher. 
perating Manager LOCKPORT, END D. T.—No train or section of a train will move northbound or southbound without a clearance card issued at Lockport, by Dispatcher. 


OLCOTT BEACH—No train or section of a train will move southbound without a clearance card or train order issued by Dispatcher. 


MILL STREET JUNCTION—No train or section of a train will move northbound or southbound without clearance card or train order issued by Dispatcher at Lockport. 


SPECIAL RULES FOR OPERATING TRAINS ON 
THE BUFFALO-LOCKPORT & OLCOTT 


DIVISION 


1 All employes of the Transportation Department, when on 
duty, are required to have in their possession a copy of 
the current time table of their division. 

2 Employes must be familiar with all operating rules, spe- 
cial orders and instructions issued from time to time, 

3. Accidents, pereonous res fain or cae in the track, 
bridges or signals must be promptly reported. 

4 TRAINS MOVING IN THE oe ESE: must 
keep at least one mile apart in clear weather. 

5 iN CASE OF FOG, CR STORM OR OTHER CONDI- 
TIONS obstructing the view of operators or enginemen, 
special precaution must be taken to avoid collisions. ‘Inder 
such conditions the speed required by schedule must be 
disregarded for SAFETY. Operatora and enginemen must 
have their trains under full control, prepared to stop at 
Stop-on-Signal Stations, crossings and passing sidings, ex- 
pecting to find the preceding train stopped, or running at 
reduced speed, and train should be operated only at such 
speed as will permit operators and enginemen to stop his 
train within the limits of his vision. : 

6 A SWITCH MUST NOT BE LEFT OPEN for a following 
train unless in charge of a trainman of such train. 

7 SWITCH TARGETS—displaying green with white circle 
around outer edge of target in daytime, and green lights at 
night, indicates that switch is set for main track. , 

Red target during the day and red light at night indicate 
that switch is set for siding. 

8 SPEED TRAINS OVER FACING POINT SWITCHES— 
must mot exceed (20) miles per hour and (25) miles per 
hour when trailing switckes. 

9 SLOW SIGNS—At points when Slow Signs are displayed 
traine must be operated with the utmost care to avoid acci- 


dent. 

10. STOP SIGNS—Trains must c>me to a full stop where 
Stop Signs are displayed and then proceed. 

11 “W" SIGNS—are displayed at the approach to stations 
and public crossings. Whistle signals to correspond with 
these signs must be given by train. When a train does not 
stop at a station that is located on a public road crossing, 
or close thereto, where a “W" sign is displayed, public 
road crossing signal must be given and gong or bell 
sounded. Gong or bell must be sounded when train is 
approaching all public road crossings. 

12 “S" SIGNS—are displayed at the approach of stations 
and sidings. Trains must reduce speed where such signs 
are displayed, 

13. MAIN TRACK SWITCHES—must be set for main track 
and locked when not in use. Operators and conductors are 
responsible for the proper resetting of switches after they 
have been used. Trainmen must report switches found 
open or unlocked, defective switches, switch locks, targets 
or lamps, ard any obstruction found on track liable to 
cause an accident, 

14 When a train stops under circumstances in which it may 
be overtaken by another train, operator or conductor must 
go back immediately a safe distance, at least 1,200 feet, 
with atop signals to insure full protection, placing two 
torpedoes on the rail one rai! length apart and in addition, 
when necessary, display lighted fusees. 

5 TORPEDOES—must be used, in addition to the danger 
signal, to stop trains in foggy or stormy weather, or when 
the vision is obscured by curves or from any cause. Ex- 
plosion of one or two torpedoes is signal to stop imme- 
diately, then proceed with caution and be on the lookout 
for trains or obstructions ahead. Torpedoes must not be 
placed near stations or public road crossings where they 
are liable to cause injury to persons. Three torpedoes 
must be carried in the front vestibule of all trains. Freight 
trains will carry six on each end. 

6 Operators and enginemen operating extra trains must be 
into clear at least five (5) minutes before regular train is 
due. Extra trains encroaching upon the time of regular 
trains must be protected by operator, conductor or flagman, 

Any object waved violently by anyone on or near the 
track is a signal to stp. 

8 Operators and Conductors must familiarize themselves 
with the rules and instructions contained in Book of Rules 
dated September 15, 1923, which governs the operations of 
trains over City Lines. 

A train must not arrive at a station in advance of its 
schedule arriving time. = 
A train must not leave a station in advance of its sched- 
ule leaving time. 
TRAIN SIGNALS. The following rules relating to train 
signals must 3¢ observed: 
(a) Markers—one mavker must be displayed on each 
side of every train to indicate the rear of the train. 
At night lights showing red to the rear. In day- 
time green flags. 
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(b) Front End—At night an electric headlight will be 
displayed on the front of every train, 

(c) Sections—All sections, except the last, will display 
two green flags during the day and two green lights 
at night in brackets provided for that, purpose on 
the front of the car. 5 

(d) Extra Trains—will display two white flags during the 
day and two white lights at night in the brackete 
provided for that purpose on the front of the car. 

(e) Operators will see that their cars are provided with 
the following equipment (to be carried in such a 
manner as to be available for immediate use), viz: 

2 Markers 
| Red Lantern 
| White Lantern 
| Red Flag 
21 = Trains must approach junctions, railroad crossings at 
grade with caution; where required by rule or law, trains 
must stop. 
22 A train finding a fusee burning on or near its track, must 
stop and extinguish the fusee and then proceed with caution 
prepared to stop short of train or obstruction. 


WHISTLE SIGNALS 
23 NOTE: The signals prescribed are illustrated by "0" for 


short; “—" for longer sounds. 

The sound of the whistle should be distant with intensity 
and the duration proportionate to the distance signal is to 
be conveyed. 


A) ———— Flagman return from West or South. 

(B) —— — — — Flagman return from East or North. 

(C) — 000 Flagman protect rear of train. 

(D) —— 00 Approaching public crossing at grade. 

(E) 00 Answer to any signal not otherwise pro- 
vided for. 

(F) Approaching stations, junctions, railroad 


crossings at grade. 

(G) 0000 Call for signals. 

(H) — 00 To call the attention of trains of the 
same or inferior class to signals dis- 
played for a following section to be 
answered by two short blasts of the 
whistle. 

24 = Flags of the prescribed color must be used by day and 
lights of the prescribed color by night. 

A train should not be :topped on a curve and permitted 
to stand, if practicable to avoid it. 

26 Day signals must be displayed from sunrise to sunset; 
but when day signals cannot be plainly seen, night signals 
must be used in addition. Night signals must be displayed 
from sunset to sunrise. 

27 When a train is moving under circumstances in which it 
may be overtaken by another train, the operator must take 
such action as may be necessary to insure full protection 
by night or by day. When the view is obstructed, lighted 
fusees must be thrown off at proper intervals. When day 
signals cannot be plainly seen owing to weather or other 
conditions, night signals must be used. Operators are 
responsible for the protection of their trains, 

28 Flagmen’s signals: 

Day Signals—- A red flag. 
Torpedoes and fusees. 
Night Signale—A red light. 
A white light. 
Torpedoes and fusees. 

Caution must be used when Passing a train taking on or 
discharging passengers at a station. Train must not pass 
between another train and the platform at which the pas- 
sengers are being taker. on or discharged. 

29 STOP ON SIGNAL SIGNS. Operators must watch for 
signal to stop at stations or crossings where trains stop 
on signal to be given by the person standing at such station 
or crossing. 

30 POSITION OF EMPLOYE AT SWITCH. Trainmen or 
other employes, must not unlock main track switch, or 
stand within 20 ft. of such switch on the approach of, or 
during the passing of any train and when practicable train- 
men should stand on the opposite side-of track from the 
switch lever, 

31 A standard clock is provided for trainmen at trainmen’'s 
respective stations. Operators must compare their watches 
with this clock before leaving on each train. On freight 
trains conductors must compare their watches before leav- 
ing on each train and enginemen before going on duty each 


jay. 

32 Work Extras must move with the current of traffic unlesa 
otherwise directed. 

33 Employes whose duties require them to give signals must 
provide themselves with the proper appliances and keep 
them in good order and ready for immediate use, 

34 Whistle must not be used south of Payne Avenue in 
North Tonawanda or in the City of Lockport or in City of 
Buffalo, 


35 REGULAR TRAINS will meet as shown on Time Table 


unless ordered to the contrary by dispatcher. 

36 OPERATOR OF SECTION who display signals for a 
following section must see that they are properly displayed 
before leaving starting point. These signals must not be 
remoyed until train has arrived at destination and then 
removed only by the operator, or upon written order of the 
dispatcher. 

37 RAILROAD CROSSINGS required to atop by law and 
protected by interlocked switches and signals are: 

Erie R. R. Crossing, Buffalo Steel Company's Switch, 

Tonawanda, 
N. Y. C. & H. R. R. R. Crossing, Oliver Street, 
North Tonawanda. 

N. Y. C. & H. R. R. R. Crossing, one-quarter mile 

east of Payne Avenue, North Tonawanda. 
N.Y. C. & H. R. R. R. Crossing, known as the 
“Peanut Crossing”, Tonawan 

N. Y. C. & H. R. R. R. Crossing, Chapel Street, 
Beckman & Dawson Shingle Miil Switch and Mill 
Street, Lockport. 

38 All trains in both directions will make Positive stop be- 
fore crossing Payne Avenue, North Tonawanda, Wendle- 
ville, Campbell Boulevard at Pendleton Center and Niagara 
Falls Boulevard at Martinsville. 

39 MAIN TRACK SWITCHES—must not be trailed except 
at the following points: Falls Junction, North Tonawanda 
Siding. Division Street and Olcott Junction. 

40 YARD LIMITS—are designated by Yard Limit Signe at 
the following points: 

(a) Main and Erie—between Main Street and five (5) 

les north of the register booth. 

(b) Falls Junction—between three (3) tower lengths 
south and two (2) tower lengths north of the 
register booth 

(c) North Tonawanda—between Robinson Street and 
Division Street. 

(e) Lockport—between Ohio Street and Lockport 
Station. 

(f) Gulf Line—between intersection of B. & L. Line 
and Hinemann Ice Pond (about 1,1500 feet). 

(g) Mill Street—between intersection of Gulf Line 
and Whitmore Quarry. 

(h) Newfane—betweea Second Street and Brookins 

top. 
All trains must reduce speed and be under full control 
in Yard Limits expecting to find the main track occupied 
by other trains. 


41 DISABLED TRAINS. When a regular train becomes 
disabled, blocks the main track and cannot Proceed and the 
following train overtakes it and pasees, the disabled train 
will lose its Time Table Rights. Operator of the following 
train, after passing the disabled train, will report to the dis- 
patcher at the first telephone booth that he has passed a 
disabled train, giving location. 

The first regular train should move the disabled train, 
placing it in the first available siding and proceed on its 
rights, notifying all opposing trains and making report at 
the first telephone to the train dispatcher. 

When a train becomes disabled, blocks the main track, 
and needs the service of the wrecking crew it loses its Time 
Table rights. Operator (or Engineman) must Protect as 
described in rule No. 27. Operator will protect the rear 
of his train and walk in the direction of his following train 
to the nearest telephone booth and report to the dispatcher. 
If on single track, regular trains will Proceed to the dis- 
abled train under dispatcher’s orders, exchange cars, trans- 
ges jeauseuaers exchange train orders then proceed on their 
right. 

When a train becomes disabled on a siding and cannot 
proceed, but does not block the main track, it loses its Time 
Table Rights. Operator must notify Train Dispatcher from 
the first available telephone; and if unable to do so, he 
should go ahead to meeting point and notify traine, Trains 
thus notified should proceed in the manner described in 
paragraph headed “DISABLED TRAINS,” 

42 LOCKPORT YARD SIGNAL. When freight traina are 
required to use northbound main track in Lockport Yard, 
the conductor must use lamp signal which is placed on the 
second pole north of Prospect Street Crossing. 

When freight trains are required to use southbound main 
track in Lockport Yard, the conductor must use lamp sig- 
nals placed at Hawley Street and just south of Prospect 
Street. 

All trains on the northbound and southbound tracke 
must be governed as follows: 

(a) Lamps showing Red—STOP. 
(b) Signals not lighted PROCEED. 


43 > When Interurban trains pass the rear end of steam trains 


obstructed, in addition to blowing regular signal, operators 
must reduce speew and have train under full control. 


RULES FOR MOVEMENTS BY TRAIN ORDERS 
44 COPYING TRAIN ORDERS. Copying train orders, when 


train orders are delivered to train crews at places other 
then where train order manifold boxes are located, one 
more copy then is necessary to supply all concerned should 
e made. 

45 TRAIN ORDERS—will be issued by authority, and over 
the signature of the DISTRICT MANAGER for movement 
of trains not provided for by Time Table. Train orders 
must be brief, clear and in the prescribed form when ap- 
plicable, without erasure, alteration or interlineation, 

MANIFOLD COPIES OF TRAIN ORDERS. The person 
receiving train orders must write them in manifold during 
transmission, and if they cannot make the requisite number 
of copies at one writing they must call the ispatcher and 
from him receive the repeated order in the required form. 

HOW TO OBTAIN TRAIN ORDERS. To obtain train 
orders at telephone stations, the operator should call the 
dispatcher, report train number, car number and location. 
The dispatcher should give such orders as are necessary and 
when finished should give his initials to the operator or 
conductor, who will write the orders plainly and without 
unauthorized abbreviation, on the blank provided for that 
purpose and with a sufficient number of carbon copies for 
each member of the crew. When the operator has finished 
writimg the order he must repeat it to the dispatcher, who 
will O. K. it, and if correct the dispatcher will complete the 
order by giving the initials of the District Manager or other 
designated authority and time of completion, These initials 
and time of completion, together with the signature of oper- 
ator, conductor or engineman, should be promptly written 
upon the order, after which the order shall be in full force 
and effect. 

If for any reason the line should fail before the dispatcher 
completes the order, it is of no effect and must then be 
treated as though it had not been given. 


CONFIRMATION CARDS. No train shall enter upon the 
single track at Falls Junction, Division Street, Mill Street; 
nor leave Olcott or Lockport without authority from the 
dispatcher thru train order or confirmation cards, 

Regie Books are located at these points and operator, 
(engineman) and conductor will properly r gister their 
arrival. 

The operator of car entering upon single track at these 
points should not only register his train, but in addition 
should certify that he has made his meet by signing his 
name in the space provided after the registration of the 
train he is scheduled or ordered to meet. Operator should 
then call the dispatcher and report train number, car num- 
ber and location, saying: 

“I have registered my train and have certified 
that I have met train No............... as scheduled.” 
or 
“I have registered my train and am not sched- 
uled, or ordered, to meet a train at this point.” 

Circumstances being proper dispatcher will then give con- 
firmation number, which the operator should write upon the 
blank provided for that purpose. The operator should then 
repeat the number with the words: “No Orders,” The dis- 
patcher will O. K. this, giving his name, which will be writ- 
ten on the card, after which the Time Table Rights have 
been confirmed and the car may proceed. 

If the train he is scheduled to meet is not registered, op- 
erator should call the dispatcher, report train number and 
location saying: 


“I have registered my train. Train No....._. = 
which I am scheduled (or ordered) to meet is not 
registered.” 


Dispatcher will then issue orders and train must not pro- 
ceed without proper authority. 

TRAIN ORDERS AND CLEARANCE CARDS DELIV- 
ERED BY THE TRAIN DISPATCHER—in person—the re- 
(VieGate as to the record and delivery are the same as at 
office. 


SECTIONS INCLUDED IN TRAIN ORDERS. When a 
train is named in a train order, all its sections are included 
unless particular sections are specified and each section in- 
cluded must have copies addressed and delivered to it. 

TRAIN ORDERS IN EFFECT. Train orders once in effect 
continue so until fulfilled, superseded or annulled, 

Any part of an order specifying a particular movement 
may be superseded or annulled. 

SIGNS AND ABBREVIATIONS. The following are the 


only ones to be used in handling train orders: 


C. & E. —for conductor and engineman 


Op. —"“ operator 
Min. —" minute 
Jct. —" junction 
Fr. = freight 
No. —'" number 
Eng. —" engine 
Sec. —" section 


TELEPHONE. Train orders will be given from the dis- 
patcher to the train crews over the Company telephone lines 
when such are available for service and over other telephone 
jines when the emergency requires, 

WHEN IN DOUBT ASK DISPATCHER. If operator or 
freight crew do not understand the order, or have any doubt 
concerning its meaning the dispatcher must be notified. In 
no case shall either operator or freight crew move the train 
until the order is perfectly clear. 

CALL DISPATCHER IF OPPOSING TRAIN HAS NOT 
ARRIVED. When a train reaches a meeting point and 
finds that the train (or trains) to be met has not arrived, 
the operator should immediately call the dispatcher for 
orders. 

EXCHANGE AND EXPLAIN ORDERS WHEN CHANG- 
ING OFF. In case operator changes off before the comple- 
tion of his trip he must carefully exchange all orders he 
has and must read his copy to his relief, who will then at- 
tach his initials to the order so delivered, 

EXCHANGING TRAIN NUMBERS. Operators and en- 
ginemen of all trains when mecting or passing on sidings 
between the register station at Division Street and the reg- 
ister station at Falle Junction; also between Lockport Sta- 
tion and Olcott Dock Station or Olcott Beach Station should 
stop and exchange numbers of their respective trains. In 
case either is an extra, or section of regular train, this fact 
must be stated. 

USE OF TELEPHONE FOR TRAIN ORDERS HAS 
PRECEDENCE, Trainmen wanting the telephone line to 
get the dispatcher for train o-ders must be given prece- 
dence. Any use of the line for other conversation must be 
stopped immediately—except for business of the Power 
Department. 

When desiring to use the telephone, first put the receiver 
to your ear and listen to find out if others are using the line. 

REGISTER STATIONS—are located at Falls Junction, at 
Division Street, at Lockport, at Mill Street and at Olcott 
Dock. All trains or sections of trains, must register at 
these stations—the car number, train number, signal car- 
tied and time. The operator will enter this information in 
the book provided for that Purpose and sign his namo in 
the proper place. 

lo train should enter upon single track at register sta- 
tion until the operator has signed: his name opposite the 
registration of the train he is scheduled to meet and has re- 
ceived confirmation number, or train order authority from 
the dispatcher. 

At the time of registering at Falls Junction, Division 
Street, Mill Street Junction and Olcott Dock the dispatcher 
should be called and the train number and location of train 
given, 

SIGNALS FOR SECTIONS TO BE AUTHORIZED. A 
train mus* not display signals for a following section with- 
out orders from the dispatcher. 

EXTRA TRAINS—must not be run without orders from 
the diepatcher. 


TRAIN ORDERS 


Special orders directing movement of trains varying from, 
and in addition to the Time Table, will be issued by the 
Train Dispatcher over the signature of the District Man- 
ager, per the following examples: 


A. FIXING MEETING POINTS FOR OPPOSING 
TRAINS, 


“Train 10, Car 4024, will meet Train 7, Car 4023, 
at North Tonawanda Siding.” 
“Train 10, Car 4014, will meet third Train 9, Car 
4018, at Payne Ave. Siding.” 
“Train 24, Car 4018, will meet Train 25, Car 4020, 
at Newfane.” 
B. GIVING A TRAIN THE RIGHT OVER AN OPPOS- 
ING TRAIN. 
“Train 36, Car 4022, has right over Train 37, Car 
4027, Division Street to Falls Junction.” 
“Extra Engine No. south has right over Train 49, 
Car 4021, Division Street to Payne Ave.” 
Such an order gives the train first named the right 
over the other train, between the Points named. 
C. AUTHORIZING SECTIONS OF REGULAR TRAINS. 
“Car 794, “84 and 4014 run as let, 2nd and 3rd, 
Train 14, Lockport to Main Street.” 
D. AUTHORIZING EXTRA TRAINS. 
“Car 784 run extra Main Street to Lockport.” 
AUTHORIZING WORK EXTRA, 
“Car E-9 work extra 6 A. M. to 2 P. M. between 
Lockport and North Tonawanda.” 
F. ANNULING TRAIN. 
“Train 24 ie annulled.” 
(This form to be used when entire run of train is 
to be omitted.) 
“Train 24 is annulled North Tonawanda to Main.“ 
(This form to be used when train is annulled after 
starting from Terminal.) 
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“STEAMBOATS” 
_ #141738 Lakeside—s. 286 G. 128’ x 28’ x 9’ 7”, built 


-n Toledo in 1901 by Craig Shipbuilding Company for Pen- 
‘nsula Steamboat Company, Sandusky. In 1905, it was 
vengthened 20 feet. 

1906—Niagara and St. Catharines Railway (owner), 
eased by Rochester, Syracuse & Eastern for one year, 1911 
‘ind boat train from Syracuse made connections in Rochester 
it Erie Depot with B. L. & R.’s through “Toronto Special’ 
vars to “Olcott” (steamer). Sold to France July 1917, re- 
3 Huron, went to France, last listed 1948 as survey 


steamer CHIMERE. The R. S. & ER also chartered a boat 
from the Peninsula Steamboat Company, Sandusky, Ohio at 
Kelley’s Island, Ohio. Capt. Hamilton says, ‘“‘In the deal 
the steamer was renamed “OLCOTT.” I fitted out the 
‘Lakeside’ that spring in Sandusky and helped to stencil 
ihe new name “OLCOTT” on all life preservers and equip- 
ment.’’ Captain Frank E. Hamilton also reealls: “‘I had a 
few pay checks from the Rochester, Syracuse and Eastern 
‘as I went with the steamer OLCOTT from Sandusky to 
/Oleott, May 1911, after geeting on the route made two round 
wrips a day from Toronto to Olcott, laying over nights in 
Toronto. She had been chartered by above railway, from 
Sandusky parties and was there just in 1911. We changed 
her name in Sandusky from LAKESIDE to OLCOTT, (don’t 
confuse her with Canadian wooden Lakeside #90778). This 
was too much for the Canadians as the next season they put 
the steamer ‘‘Chicora” on the route.” 

Boat trains for Olcott arriving in Lockport at Main 
and Market Streets couldn’t go north on Market to Olcott. 
There were no switches or curved track so the cars went 
two blocks west to the IRC depot. Here they picked up a 
pilot with clearance orders from the dispatcher. Were 
“Y”ed and heading east went back up Main over the Erie 
‘Canal to go left and north on Market and Mill to Transit 
Road and Olcott. Returning from Olcott, to go east to 
Rochester required running on the “Y” again at IRC depot, 
W. Main and Transit Road. 


. EMPRESS OF INDIA 


by Gerald Girvin 
1876—Built at Mill Point on the Bay of Quinte, by 
| William Jamieson as Empress of India 180’ x 48’ x 11’, 353 


Inet ton; wooden paddle steamer; built for Imperial Naviga- 


covet ees <rouen. WeRe mor Saeco 


wore: 


ition Co., to run between Toronto and Port Dalhousie, 

1883—Niagara Falls Line formed by A. W. Hepburn of 
Picton; bought “Empress of India,’ and kept her on same 
route. 

1884—New boiler installed; rebuilt 1886 and again 1891. 

1893—_Niagara Falls Line merged with St. Catharines, 
Grimsby, and Toronto Navigation Company, which had two 
other vessels, “Lakeside” and “Garden City;’’ no need for 
Empress of India. 

1894—Sold to Argyle Steamship Co., of Toronto and in 
1899 rebuilt at Picton and renamed Argyle. 

1909—Ran to Toronto to Olcott, 

1910—Sold to Lake Ontario Navigation Co. and re- 
named “Granby” for service between Lake Ontario and the 
Thousand Islands. 


1914—Sold to Margaret Cook of Windsor for service on 
‘Detroit River, renamed Frontier. 
1920—Went out of commission. 
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“CHICORA, A BLOCKADE RUNNER 
THAT CAME TO THE LAKES” 
by Capt. Frank E. Hamilton 


William C. Miller and Son, shipbuilder at Birkenhead, 
England, machinery by Laird Bros., dropped her over- 
board into the Mersey River one morning in February, 
1864—a 740-ton iron sidewheeler, 220’ x 28’ x11’. Without 
cabins or superstructure, she had two stacks, fore and aft, 
two raking masts, and large paddleboxes: all except the 
masts being painted black. Faucett and Preston of Liver- 
pool built the 180-horsepower engine, an oscillating, con- 
densing, two-cylinder power plant measuring 52” x 48” 
stroke. She had Clyde River-type wheels and six watertight 
compartments. 

Owners: Henry Lafone, Nassau, Bahamas, B.W.I., 1864; 
Chicora Import & Export Co., Charleston, S. C., 1864-66. 
Niagara Navigation Co., 1877-1913; Inland Lines, Ltd., 
1913-1914. Inland Lines Ltd., Jas. Playfair, Montreal, 1913. 
Express service, Detroit to Montreal. Local service Toronto 
and Oleott, by steamer “Chicora.” 

She had been built under the supervision of Confederate 
agent Henry Lafone, for the Chicora Company, incorporated 
at Charleston, South Carolina, December 17, 1863, with 
Archibald Johnson as president. Frazer, Trenholm and 
Company were Liverpool agents for the Chicora Company. 


Dudley, the American consul at Liverpool, reported that 
on March 26, 1864, she was given the temporary name of 
LET-HER-B (apparently in an effort to hide her ultimate 
use and destination from Union agents), and that on this 
date she had a 28-mile race with BADGER in the Mersey, 
both vessels making upwards of 19 knots. Dudley went on 
to state that LET-HER-B, BADGER, HOPE, GRAPESHOT, 
and LYNN all were very much on the same model, and when 
seen at a distance of a mile could not be told apart. 


On March 29, 1864, she was entered to load for Nassau,, 
Bahamas, by Frazer, Trenholm and Company. She took on 
two twelve-pounder guns and carriages, which were placed 
in the hold in such a position that they could quickly be 
taken on deck in an emergency. She was cleared in ballast. 
John Rains was the master. Henry Lafone was given as the 
registered owner. 

LET-HER-B started April 3, 1864 for Nassau. But as 
she was pulling away from the wharf some damage was in- 
curred which required repairs and the departure was post- 
poned until April 12, 1864. 

On April 20, C. M. Allen, United States Consul at Ber- 
muda, reported her due there. She loaded at Hamilton for 
Wilmington, North Carolina. 


This is the last time there is any mention of the name 
LET-HER-B. She arrived at Bermuda under the name of 
CHICORA about April 2, 1864, her owners being now listed 
as the Chicora Import and Export Co. 

She arrived at Wilmington under the name of CHICORA. 
J. T. Burruss was the Wilmington pilot who took her up the 
Cape Fear River. There is no record at the Wilmington or 
Charleston customs offices of any arrival of a LET-HER-B. 

As CHICORA, her run was primarily from Bermuda to 
Charleston and Wilmington. On February 1, 1865, she 
cleared Nassau for Charleston, to find the city being evac- 
uated on her arrival. Despite the efforts of the blockading 
Union fleet, she ran out again, and is supposed to have been 


the last blockade runner to get our of Charleston.. hi ar- 
rived back at Nassau February 28. 

There is no record of just when she left ee: 
but after the war she went to Halifax, where she was laid 
up. Thomas Gilchrist Rudd, merchant, was agent there for 
the Chicora Company. She was first registered as the 
Canadian vessel CHICORA 53588 at Halifax, February 1, 
1866, in the name of Benjamin Wier, merchant. Archibald 
Johnson was still president of the company on January 1, 
1866. 

A 17/64 share in CHICORA was sold to Donald Milloy 
of Toronto, October 28, 1867. An September 14, 1868, the 
balance was sold to Nicol Milloy of Toronto (17/64), Donald 
Robertson of Queenston (15/64), and Thomas Burk of 
Niagara (15/64). She was mortgaged the same day to 
Thomas Gilchrist Rudd of Halifax for $7,000, and again on 
the 19th to Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and 
Ireland for $11,000. Her register was transferred from 
Halifax to Toronto, October 2, 1868. 


CHICORA was cut in two at Quebec, and wintered 
at Sorel the winter of 1867-68. On June 2, 1868, the Kings- 
ton News reported her arrival at Kingston on her way to 
Buffalo to be rebuilt. At Buffalo, she was drydocked, put 
together by David Bell, and made a passenger vessel with 
guards running the full length and cabins on the upper deck. 
On September 7, she arrived at Collingwood, Ontario, where 
the work was finished, the cabin decorated, the furniture 
installed, ete. 


She was placed on the Collingwood, Fort William, and 
way ports run the following spring, $11,000 being furnished 
by the Government for carrying the mails and opening the 
route, which included Manitoulin Island, North Channel 
ports, the Soo, and way ports on the North Shore of Lake 
Superior. 

On May 21, 1870, she left Collingwood with Colonel 
Garnet Wolseley’s expedition for Thunder Bay, Lake Super- 
ior, bound for Fort Garry (modern Winnipeg) on the Red 
River, to put down the Riel Rebellion. On her arrival at 
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, a peculiar incident occured: 
she was refused lockage. At this time the canal was owned 
by the State of Michigan, and passage of a foreign army and 
its supplies was refused by canal officials. Under command 
of Captain McGean she proceeded to the Canadian Soo. 
There the men, wagons, and supplies were unloaded and 
moved overland to Point aux Pins. CHICORA then locked 
up light and reloaded at Point aux Pins. 


Arriving at the landing in Thunder Bay, she unloaded 
at anchor into barges, since there were no docks at that 
time. Colonel Wolseley proposed that The Landing be named 
Prince Arthur’s in honor of Prince. Arthur, Duke of Con- 
naught, then serving in his rifle brigade. The name was 
adopted, and remained unchanged until 1885, when, as Port 
Arthur, it became the Canadian Pacifie’s eastern terminus. 


CHICORA had been accompanied on this trip by the 
Canadian steamer SHICKLUNA, tewing the schooners 
ORION and PANDORA. She made several more trips trans- 
porting this expedition. Before the last was made, the Soo 
difficulty had been ironed out by Washington. When the 
Red River trouble was over, she brought +he expedition back 
to Collingwood. 
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On her regular run, CHICORA generally made Silve:! 
Islet, then a famous mining place on the North Shore 0} 
Lake Superior. The route was also extended to Duluth. hj” 
1873, the Milloys sold her to the Hon. Frank Smith and: Noa)” 
Barnhart. She continued on the route the following season)” 
but was laid up at Collingwood for lack of business in thi 
fall of 1873. 


After lying idle at Collingwood, she was chartered fo’ 
the months of July and August, 1874, as a special yacht fo! 
Lord Dufferin, Governor General of Canada. Fred | 
Cumberland, general manager of the Northern Railway, wa’ 
put in charge of all arrangements. She was given a com 
plete overhaul, her staterooms being rearranged and en 
larged, and special dining rooms built. Captain James 
Orr was placed in command, with Captain McNab as specia 
pilot. She picked up the Governor General’s party at Parry 
Sound and toured the Canadian shores of Lake Huron ani» 
Superior, stopping at Nipigon. From the Soo, she entere( 
Lake Michigan, visiting Mackinac Island and Chicago. A 
the end of this tour, she was again laid up at Collingwood 

In April, 1877, Barlow Cumberland and the Hon. Fran’ 
Smith bought out the heirs of Noah Barnhart and othe} 
stockholders. A charter of $500,000 was obtained from th 
Dominion Government, and the Niagara Navigation Co 
pany, Ltd., was formed with Smith as president, Cumberlan)}: 
as vice president, and John Foy as secretary. | 


= 


In preparation for joining the new company of whic 
she was the mainspring and for many years the only steamel 
CHICORA was dismanteled at Collingwood. The upp 
houses and cabins were taken apart and shipped by rail 
Toronto. (On August 5, 1877, the hull and engines lef) 
Collingwood for Buffalo in tow of the tug J. T. ROBE 
In charge of CHICORA was Captain Thomas Leach, wh) 
had earlier brought another blockade runner, ROTHESA) 
CASTLE, up from the coast. On arrival at Buffalo th 
CHICORA was placed in the Buffalo Dry Dock by the sam 
David Bell who had put her together in 1868. 


In drydock, two scows were placed alongside. Th 
guards were unriveted in single pieces and lowered onto th 
scows, the paddle boxes taken off, the wheels dismantle 
and everything stripped from the hull. All parts were nun 
bered and loaded on the scows. The main deckhouse ha 
been left intact at Collingwood as living quarters for th 


across the opening. I 
She left Buffalo, in tow of J. T. ROBB, Octobe 


17, 1877, for Port Colborne at the entrance to the Wellan 
Canal. 


The most interesting thing about this venture is that tk 
old Welland Canal had a couple of small locks 150’ x 26 ™ 
while Number One Lock at Port Dalhousie was only 200 fed 
long. The one drydock on Lake Ontario was Muir’s at Pog} 
Dalhousie, and it was above Lock One. CHICORA’s 23( | 
foot hull had to be reassembled there. How was she to gv © 
out? 


After she was put together and floated, she was place ‘ 


The upper gates, instead of being 
'\alf the height of the lower, were of the same height. With 
nese open, the lock extended another 33 feet to the breast 
valls, forming a 233-foot chamber. — 

| The canal had been closed for the winter in preparation 
‘or repairs and enlargement. On December 5, the process 
\€ drawing off the water in the lock and the five-mile level 
|) St. Catharine’s was begun. It took ten days. When the 
) ‘ater had reached the level of Lake Ontario, the lower gates 
ere opened, and on the 20th, CHICORA floated out into 
‘ie harbor of Port Dalhousie. Her guards were jacked up 
) ito place and riveted back on, and she crossed to Toronto 
ecember 24 in tow of the ROBB. 


)) During the winter of 1878, she was rebuilt and re- 
\tted at Toronto, coming out with dimensions of 221’ be- 
)jveen perpendiculars (230’ overall), 26’ beam (50’ over the 
Wjuards), and 10’ 9” depth of hold. Her new tonnage was 
| (31 gross, 540 net. The octagonal pilot house with the ship’s 


| At 7 a.m., May 24, 1878, she left Mowat’s Dock at the 
pot of Yonge Street with a special excursion for Hamilton, 
aptain Thomas Harbottle in command. Her other officers 
vere J. Ellis, first officer; George Moore, chief engineer; 
ind Alexander Leach, purser. On June 1, she left Toronto 
t 2:30 p.m. for Lewiston, being the first steamer of the 
‘yyaidagara Navigation to enter the Niagara River. 


the first, the hot. 


From competition was The 
ad the support of the Canada Southern Railway. They also 
#jontrolled the docks at both ends of the route, and backed 
Jiavid S. Keith with his ROTHESAY CASTLE, later R. J. 
unt with his ROTHESAY, SOUTHERN BELLE and 
N\OTHESAY CASTLE. They themselves controlled the 
Joronto, Niagara & Buffalo Steamboat Company, operating 
ITY OF TORONTO. They were also agents for the Riche- 
leu and Royal Mail -Lines. 

One steamboat war followed another. 


Rates were cut, 


The rate war continued till ROTHESAY was refused a 
Jiertificate for the lake in 1881 and CITY OF TORONTO 
jurned in drydock at Port Dalhousie October 31, 1888, 


She ran alone again in 1886. 
Business picking up, her owners chartered HAST- 


At this time a new corporation, the Niagara River Navi- 
ation Company, was chartered under the laws of New York, 
\ ith headquarters in Buffalo. It had the same officers as 
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new company purchased the Youngstown (N.Y.) Dock prop- 
erty. They also took over the Hamilton Steamboat Co. in 
1911, acquiring the steamers MODJESKA and MACASSA, 
at the same time they absorbed the TURBINA Steamship 
Co., owners of TURBINA. They now operated a boat every 
two hours to Niagara River ports and became known as the 
Niagara Ferry. In addition, they ran west along the Can- 
adian shore to Grimsby Beach and Hamilton, Ont. 

In June 19138, the Inland Lines Ltd. acquired all the 
steamers and property of the Niagara Navigation Co., only 
to be absorbed in the following year by the newly formed 
Canada Steamship Lines. CHICORA completed the season 
of 1914 on Labor Day and was then laid up at Toronto. 

On October 27, 1919 she sank at Toronto. Her certifi- 
cate was cancelled, 1-1-1920, later raised, stripped to the 
hull and sold in 1921 to the Warren Transportation Co. of 
Toronto, who renamed her WARRENKO. As a tow barge 
she lasted until 1938 when she sank in Kingston Harbor 
after a collision with the SPRUCEBAY. Later she was 
raised and cut up for scrap. Steamboat Bill 1955, Vol. 12. 


STORIES OF THE 
BUFFALO, LOCKPORT AND ROCHESTER 


One winter when it was cold and there was a foot 
of snow on the ground, a Rochester bound passenger car was 
pushing its way towards Brockport. When it arrived at 
Young’s Crossing, the rear truck, for some reason, jumped 
the track and cut up some ties before the motorman could 
stop the trolley. Due to the storm, there were no passsen- 
gers, so after Conductor Case phoned the dispatcher from a 
farmhouse nearby, the two men tried to catch up on “shut 
eye” until the wrecker came. The electric heaters kept 
them warm, but by morning they were hungry and the seats 
had not made their night’s rest too comfortable. About 
6 a.m. relief came. The car was jacked up and the truck 
worked onto the track. The crippled car was then towed to 


the Lyell Avenue car barn. 
* * * 


In many present day diesel locomotives, the engineer 
must keep his hand on a lever and hold it down, or the train 
will be brought to a sudden stop. Some of these devices 
are called “dead man’s control.’”’ These were used on the 
cars of the B. L. & R. On that line, many motormen carried 
small wooden pegs in the tool box or coat pocket to plug the 
controller. This relieved him of continually keeping one hand 
on the controller. 

The crew stopped at the Holley station one morning in 
January 1910 and both men entered the station to call the 
dispatcher, leaving the trolley full of passengers. Fred, 
the motorman, neglected to remove the plug from the con- 
troller, which was open one notch. The air leaked from the 
brake cylinders and the trolley was soon rolling along the 
line minus a crew. It ran west for several blocks at slow 
speed until it struck an east bound local car. The crew 
said. ““We-were certainly surprised to meet that trolley 
with no crew aboard.”” The crew was severly reprimanded 


by the superintendent at the car house. 
a * w 


Lyellhurst Variety Store at the northwest corner of 
Lyell Ave. and Glide Street sold tickets and was a waiting 
room for B. L. & R. passengers for many years. The build- 


ing is a tavern and still owned by Senz’s family. 

During some severe snowstorms, folks waited at Senz’s 
Store out of the storm for B. L. & R. cars and if the cars 
had trouble bucking the drifts and it looked like there would 
be a tie up, the dispatcher or superintendent would phone 
Mr. Senz to that effect and the would-be passengers took a 
city car back uptown usually to spend the night at a hotel 
and plan to continue their journey the next day. 


Joe , a hostler and car barn worker, 
finished his work on a 500 car, standing in the yards at 
Lyell Ave. barn one afternoon, so he pushed in the overhead 
switch, gave the controller a couple of notches and the car 
rolled into the barn. This track was empty and Joe applied 
the air brakes or such was his intention as his car ap- 
proached the rear of the barn. The car didn’t slow down 
and a quick glance at the air gauge showed no air had been 
pumped up. The trolley ran through the brick wall before 
it stopped. 

Poor Joe! he was through or so he figured. Anyway, he 
climbed out of the cab, walked to the locker room, took his 
hat. and coat and left the barn. He was last seen walking 
east, down the trolley tracks toward Glide Street and Lyell 
Ave. 


In Buffalo, at Main and Jefferson the R. L. & B. freight 
would leave at 5:30 a.m. week days for Lockport with one 
or two trailers and followed the early passenger cars out 
Main Street. A trolley left early for Niagara Falls and 
another a few minutes later for Lockport. A trailer of 
compressors was shipped several times a week, from Utica 
over the Third Rail (West Shore) to Syracuse, the R. & S. 
to Rochester and Buffalo, Lockport and Rochester to Buffalo 
in less than 24 hours. 

When Fred Banham went to work on December 18th on 
car 204, a note on the controller said ‘‘Brakes are bad.’ 
Fred found them working okay to Albion and Brockport but 
when approaching Greece and double track he saw car 503 
ahead of him, the crew entering the booth to register. Fred 
shut off the power and applied the brakes but the car never 
slowed down. He opened the door to jump when his trolley 
hit the 503, and Fred sailed out on to the ground, coming to 
later in a bed in St. Mary’s Hospital in Rochester, somewhat 
battered up. 

Motorman Ed Mullins with one of the 500 cars going 
east from Lockport made good time until he went through 
Orangeport, and met six horses, loose and running down the 
track. They were too much for Ed’s car and the bodies de- 
railed it and, when the car stopped, it was at least 100 feet 
from the right-of-way. 


The passengers and crew were shaken up, but no one 
seriously injured. Another trolley was sent from Lockport 
when the track was clear of dead horses. Service was re- 
sumed but Ed’s car was in the field until a spur track was 
laid, car rerailed and at night a temporary switch cut in. 
Ed’s car arrived at the car barns three days late for a good 
cleaning. 

A certain motorman approached Lockport city line, East 
Avenue at good speed as an I.R.C. city car was passing the 
switch, east bound. The B. L. & R. motorman gave his car 
all the air he could and his trolley clipped the rear end of 
the Lockport trolley, doing some damage to it. After it 
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investigation the I.R. Company barred him from operatin) | 
trolleys in Lockport so the B. L. & R. transferred him t\), 
the conductor’s list. J 


During construction of the line in 1908 a connectin 
siding was built with the New York Central Railroad’s Fal 7% 
Road at South Greece. A derailer was on the track nee|/i 
the trolley line switch but evidently this was accidentally lei) | 
off the rail one morning when a Falls Road pasenger trai 
left a coach there. It had a hot journal box and was no 
safe to run much farther. Some time later, when a moto 
man with a trolley bound for the Lyell Avenue car shoy 
rounded a curve about a mile west of the siding, he we «i 
very surprised to see a railroad passenger car blocking h 
right-of-way, a few yards down the same track which he w: | 
also using. He stopped the interurban a few feet from tl , 
coach and with his conductor looked the coach over ar % 
decided to push it back to the siding at South Greece. Rai » 
roads were using wooden coaches, some with open vestibuli 
in those days, so they had no trouble returning the runawe 7 
to the siding. They made sure the derailer was where 
belonged before continuing their unusual run to the 1 
house. Th 

Conductor McLean was on a passenger car going =! 
one Spring morning. The fog was of London pea sov 
density but Cohen, the motorman, was flagged at Eag 5 
Harbor to stop. He was able to stop the car a few fe ; 
beyond the trolley stop. A man ran up the track a t 
boarded the car and had just found a seat in the passeng/ | 
compartment when out the fog loomed freight car 30 
moving at a good speed. McLean had just given the motc 
man two)bells to go ahead when the 302 struck his car ai 
crushed the rear vestibule and left him with seven brok/ 
ribs. The freight motorman had jumped back into his e/ 
and was not seriously injured although the 302 was bad 
wrecked it was later rebuilt into a freight work car after , 
more seyious wreck at the Barge Canal. i" 


During the construction days the freight motors 3) He 
and 302 were the work horses for the company. Motorm. ,; 
Watkins from N.Y. Central RR. and Harry Harner cc} 4; 
ductor were on the 302. Harner obtained a pot bellied iri 
stove from a B. R. & P. Railroad caboose, (see photo 13 
wreck-car 302). With coffee, bread, etc., and a poker de 
of cards, the crews didn’t object to being out on the li> 
for a week or ten days at a time. ! 


- 


wa 


by 
att 
One morning, two trolleys met at the siding in Albi y 
and as they attempted to pass the power went off. So 1p y 
four men gathered in the cab of one of the trolleys a k 
started a game of poker. Some three hours later the pov .; 
came on and ended the card game. Such was the luck 07; }, 
freight crew. When laying ties near Rochester they oft 
had a couple of flat cars with rails, ties, etc., and sitting bh 
top of the rails and ties from Burrows Street and Lyi, * 
westbound the cars often had some 50 or 60 Italian wo 
men riding out to begin their day’s work. | 
* BS 
When peace came at the close of World War\.» 
the crowd of people by 10 p.m. at the Four Corn 
were wild and both Main and State Streets in Roches’ 
were packed with people. 
A crew came up State Street with a freight for the Bi 
Freight House on Exchange Street. They were stopped 


& 


k bon to the Erie Freight Terminal and started a new day. 
) Wells Fargo messenger Harold A. Helfrich on run 102 
: jaet a freight at Butts siding one morning. Conductor A. 
"} fornell was sick and called the office in Rochester, the Supt. 
i rdered Helfrich to take Cornell’s place as conductor on run 
)01. Later he became motorman; in so many words, he 
/rorked the middle and then both ends. 


* ao cS 


Often some 200 series cars on some _ westbound 
‘\ffice, Erie Depot in Rochester. The empty cans were 
)) Topped off, but on one fall run a crew had a can full of 
‘ider from near Spencerport. As they met eastbound cars 
)hey filled any containers the other crews had with cider, 
‘nd as they met work trains, freights and passenger cars, 
‘he cider was passed out freely. It was warm in the car 
ind the heat didn’t make the cider any sweeter. In fact, 
tome of the crews became sick, and the next day the officials 
‘rondered why so many men reported sick. The cider boys 
mew why. 


Ed Carpenter, motorman, with Gif Case, conductor, and 


T. F. A. or traveling freight agent), took an 
‘xtra freight loaded from Rochester one spring morning. 
ll went well until they approached the Monroe County 
“\'air Grounds, Hiler siding, on the east side of Brockport. 
[ere when Ed rounded a curve he met Motorman McCon- 
fille with a passenger car full of commuters which was 
junning first section, who didn’t expect to see the freight 
n the main line. 

The collision broke a lot of windows, etc., and many 
\veople were cut and bruised but no one was killed. Service 
omM\yas disrupted for an hour or so but being near a siding 
ielped to clear the main line. 


STATE FAIR WEEK 


t. S. & E. crews used them to carry extra loads to the fair 
1s ... didn’t have enough trolleys to handle the crowds. 
yi)Jne day a three-car train left Culver Road Station for the 
i| air with some 200 passengers. 

During Fair Week, years 1910-1912, the ticket office 
|n Exchange St. at Court was a very busy place. Two men 
An- 
So many rode the R. S. & 
|. to Syracuse, the Buffalo, Lockport & Rochester Company 
joaned five cars. Some were stored on a track south of the 
jJrie freight house on Exchange St. at a spot called “The 
ja| tole’ by car crews. Four interurbans could be stored 


The ticket office sold tickets for the four lines including 
| he Rochester and Sodus Bay and the Rochester & Eastern 
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Men worked long hours during snow storms. William 
Hibbard took the 101 out of Lyell barns at 6 a.m. one Sun- 
day early in March. A blizzard was setting in so he made 
sure there was a jack box in the cab. (box with phone, 
handle to crank, and an extension cord) . During the storm 
a very bad wreck pulled down a lot of overhead wires so 
they phoned the N. Y. State Railways for help. Harmon 
Broekhizen, lineman, with car #0105, and a crew were sent 
out Lyell Avenue to Glide Street where a B. L. & R. motor- 
man was waiting. He climbed aboard and acted as pilot. 
Then they went to the wreck where Harmon worked most 
of the night helping put up guy wires, etc., to have the line 
open in the morning and service as usual. 

a a * 

Number 501, painted in brown and cream with Mr. 
George Baker at the controller, left the Lyell Avenue car 
barns one early Fourth of July for downtown Rochester with 
white flags in front and a “special” sign. The care went out 
East Main Street onto the Rochester and Sodus Bay line 
and down around the numerous curves to Glen Haven where 
a Firemen’s band boarded the trolley. The curvature of 
track on the loop was so sharp George expected the rails to 
spread anytime and put the trolley on the ground, but the 
spikes held and they came up the hill to East Main Station 
and soon were on their way over the B. L. & R. for Tona- 
wanda and Niagara Falls. 


A two car train followed them to the Falls where the 
crews watched the parade, etc., until early in the evening 
when George and #501 started back to Glen Haven. This 
was the only time, we know of, when any of these big cars 
ran on the Sodus Bay Line. 

* * * 

Baker often had the night freight which left Rochester- 
Erie Station at 10 p.m. and stopped at the car barns here 
and backed onto the B. R. & P. siding north of the barns and 
coupled onto two cars of coal. Before leaving Spencerport, 
on days when the tracks were wet and had lots of snow on 
them, he called the Elmgrove station operator to start an- 
other converter so he would have enough juice to climb the 
hill west of town. 


The coal cars were left on a siding at Albion School 
where girls from the House of Correction shoveled the coal 
off the cars. A few years of this and two tracks were built 
to the power house along with other improvements much to 
the relief of the girls. This eliminated the shoveling. 

* * * 

A freight motor’s air pump gave out as a trolley entered 
Rochester. On arriving at the Erie Station the crew was 
ordered to stay there until an express car arrived, due to 
come in an hour or so. When it arrived, Thomas McCabe, 
conductor on the express, was told to push the other car to 
the Lyell Avenue car barns. They pushed it out on to Court 
and down Exchange Street, over the Erie Canal bridge and 
started down the hill toward Main Street when the cripple’s 
coupling broke and it rolled on, without brakes, across Main 
and down State Street. It ran wild until it crashed into a 
city car at Market and State, wrecking the rear platform of 
the city car. Luckily no one was standing out there at the 
time. Outside of being badly shaken up there was no serious 
injury to any of the passengers. 

* * * 


A motorman from the Rochester and Eastern, “Route 
of the Orange Limited’’ changed lines and went to work on 
the green cars of the B. L. & R. for a change of scenery. 
Clarence Tousey with a supervisor made a trial'run over the 
line one spring day and was okayed for dutv. The next dav 
with the boss he went west and approaching So. Greece Road 
saw an auto approaching the crossing. He blew the whistle 
long and 2 shorts. The auto slowed down near the crossing 
but as Tousey was almost at the road crossing the auto shot 
out in front of the trolley and was demolished. The brand 
new Buick was now junk. Two men in the front seat were 
only bruised and shaken up, the one in the rear seat was 
taken to Rochester Hospital. The men were highway in- 
spectors. 

* * * 

Jimmie Burns was a conductor who reported for work 
one Tuesday afternoon, after a two day layoff from illness. 
The dispatcher said, “Jim, you must see the super”. So Jim 
met Mr. Cain who told him to get a doctor’s certificate be- 
fore returning to work. Jim answered, “I had no doctor. 
I used home remedies.” So Cain laughed and said, “OK, 
take your run in the morning.” 

* * * 

Int. Rlys. Funeral car on at least two occasions 
came to Rochester with a coffin. The trolley was left over 
night at the Lyell Car barn. B. L. & R. crews operated the 
trolley from Lockport to Rochester. They enjoyed using 
the whistles on all Int. Rly. cars as whistles were blown by 
stepping on a pedal on the floor similar to stepping on the 
gas in an automobile. 

Often so many folks went to Olcott Beach from Roch- 
ester Albion, Medina, etc., when evening came, there was 
a shortage of B. L. & R. cars so (yellow) Int. Railway 4000 
cars were run to Lockport and with Rochester crews came 
on east to stay over night in the Flower City. They were 
dead headed back on Mondays in two or three car trains. 

1 * * 

A sleet storm one March day was too much for the B. 
L. & R. trolleys. At one station the fifteen passengers were 
handed New York Central Railroad tickets and told to take 
a train due soon at a nearby depot. By mid-afternoon nine 
trolleys were stranded along the 56 mile railway. 

During the storm a trolley was derailed at 11 a.m. near 
Gasport and it was about five the next afternoon before the 
crew continued their run to Lockport where they were or- 
dered to turn the car and make a regular run for Rochester 
as the first trolley out of Lockport in 24 hours. 

Incidentally, the crew hadn’t seen a bed since early the 
previous morning. 

* * * 

A night weekday freight left Rochester at 9 p.m. one 
winter day. The snow delayed the crew so much it was 
after 3 a.m. before they arrived at the Lockport terminal 
and here they found no crew of the I. R. T. Railway Co. 
So they wrapped themselves in horse-blankets and slept on 
furniture in the trolley until awakened at 5 a.m. by a Buffalo 
crew of the I. R. C. The freight motor 303 was a long and 
fast running steel trolley and many women and some men 
had their hats blown off as they waited at small stations for 
a passenger car, only to see 303 flash by at sixty miles per 
or better. 
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During a very cold winter night the snow was som 
twenty inches deep and still falling as a Rochester boun) 
trolley crossed Young’s siding. The rear truck jumped of) 
the rails and cut up a lot of ties before the motorman coul|) 
stop the trolley. The crew looked over the track and agree 
they needed help, so Conductor Case walked to the phone a) 
the siding and called the dispatcher to report, “they wer! 
on the ground and had no passengers,” Case was informe) 
that no cars were running west and to keep warm. The 
turned two seats back to back and tried to make themselve 
comfortable for a night on the road. The cars had electri 
heaters so they were warm and they slept until morning an’ 
the whistle of work car 101 woke them up. The trolley we 
rerailed, backed into Young’s siding and 101 passed then 
Soon with orders from the dispatcher, they ran extra int 
the Lyell car barns to end a long day. 


* * * 

Some snow storms early in March develop into the wor: 
storms of the winter and such was one about 1909 whic 
became so severe that the motorman of a Rochester boun 
car gave up when his trolley stalled in a drift near Knowle 
ville. The ticket agent phoned the dispatcher and from a , 
weather reports he was informed, “it was a real blizzard’ 
The company asked him to try and hire some sleighs ar — 
return the six passengers to Lockport. He was successf: 
in carrying out the orders and the crew wound a night 
lodging at a farm house nearby where they waited out th ; 
storm in comfort. i 


Conductor Banham had a passenger who refused ‘Pa 
pay his fare one evening after the car left Medina. TI) 
passenger did not know that the motorman was John Foste }p 
ex-boxer, and still enjoying good health. Banham walke #1 
into the front cab and explained the matter to John, wl) jin 
stopped the trolley in a few minutes and, taking the bra Ak 
reverse lever handle with him for a weapon, walked into a a 
passenger compartment and up to the tough passenge ). 
After one look at John, he quickly slid a hand into a pock) — 
and said, ‘‘I’ll pay”’. 

Saturday nights the last two runs from Buffa 
paid off in an unusual way to the conductors. Sor 
men had slipped pint bottles of whiskey in their hip pockej 


Already having had a few drinks, the warm trolley soy ), 
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rouse them as the car approached their stop. They oft 
would wake up and rush for the door, leaving the bot 
which had been in their hip pocket on the seat. Conducte; 
often gathered up to six and eight bottles in an eveni 
They always had friends who also enjoyed a nip now al 
then. S 
A gentleman boarded a Rochester bound trolley with . 
large basket one Saturday afternoon when it stopped at t 
Holley station. The car was in charge of Conductor Fr 
Banham who heard rustling in the basket and asked the mz. 
“What have you got in there?’”’ The man replied, “T: 


geese”. So Fred told him to put the basket in the moti- 
man’s compartment. He did so and took a seat in t 
smoker. 


As the trolley approached a cross road near Spencerpo. 
a motorist arrived at the same time, became excited ad 
stepped on the gas pedal instead of the brake. Then thir, 
happened. The owner of the geese, when the trolley stopp 


‘iddenly, was thrown against the smoker wall, and was in- 
jp tred, but his geese were not. However, he was more con- 


a | treet, a Lockport trolley arrived and after backing onto 


ofill it with fresh water. The motorman took the can, left 
ie car and poured the water onto the track back of the car. 
o his surprise, eight bottles of beer rolled out onto the 
ack, left there by other employees. 

As Limited Car 210 was getting away from the Lockport 
srminal, one Saturday afternoon late in the fall of 1916, 
n Indian ran up to the rear step and swung aboard. 


Fred Banham, Conductor, was standing in the rear vesti- 
‘ule and seeing the Indian said, ‘‘Whitey! This is a Limited 
‘ar and doesn’t stop at Densmore Road.” “Car will stop!’”, 
i leplied the Indian as he took a seat in the rear. “No!” 
i 'red seplied. ‘We can’t make local stops.’’ Fred walked 
'p front to collect his fares as the interurban ran up East 
‘venue hill and soon was out of Lockport and on its way 
joward Rochester. As time passed and the trolley stopped 
0 discharge and pick up passengers in Middleport, Medina 
‘nd Albion, Fred thought no more about the Indian until 
uddenly the Indian leaped up and pulled the emergency 
ord. As the trolley came to a sudden stop with a screech 
f brakes, he jumped off the rear platform with a remark 
o Fred, ‘“‘See, it stopped.” He ran off up the track a few 
'}eet to Densmore Road, leaving Fred to explain to a startled 
i notorman the reason for the emergency stop. 
Although the ranks of the R. L. & B. are gradually 
jhinning out, there are still a number of them who like to 
"ecall some of the livelier moments of days on the trolley. 


In the good old days of gravel roads and few automobiles 
vith self-starters, Conductor Fred Banham in Medina one 
ivening met a friend with a new automobile. While look- 
‘ng it over, Officer Strebe came along and they persuaded 
im to take a trial run with them. Soon they were out of 
js }own and all agreed the automobile was a wonderful inven- 

‘jon. As the miles slipped by, so did the time, when suddenly 
‘the engine coughed, gasped and stopped. Investigation by 
fom showed there was gasoline in the tank, so up came the 
This and that was tried, even a push down a short 
mill, but all efforts to start the engine failed. 

It was well after midnight by this time and Fred’s trol- 
ley was due to leave Medina at 6:15 a.m. So he found a 
farm house with a telephone and called Lester O’Brien in 
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| Fred and his friends did get back to Medina at 6:30 
a.m. just a little too late for his run, but after such a night 
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as he had put in, perhaps it was just as well that he missed 
his run. 

In Lockport the B. L. & R. crew would lay over at the 
station for twenty minutes or more for the next trolley to 
arrive from Buffalo bound for Rochester. Some cars were 
International trolleys bound for Olcott Beach, painted a 
canary yellow. Quite outstanding along side the red B. L. 
& R. cars. 

* % * 

During construction of the bridge over the Barge Canal 
east of Lee Rd. in Greece. The company had temporary 
track laid on crushed stone around the bridge site. 


East bound cars had to slow down for the sharpest 
curve on the line. Here, the inner guard rail was greased 
daily as were curves in Medina and other towns, to reduce 
noise of squeaking wheels and to assist wheels sliding 
around these curves. 

About 7 p.m. one summer Sunday afternoon, Motorman 
Watkins with conductor Cameron in charge left Spencerport 
with a full trolley. Many had baskets of eggs, fresh vege- 
tables, etc., from the farmers along the way. 


Watkins arrived at Lee Road crossing and the “shoo fly” 
(as railroad men named these detours) at a fair speed dis- 
covered he couldn’t stop on the greased curve. Over on its 
side went the trolley and it mowed down small trees and 
bushes until it slid to a stop. 


The circuit breaker blew out at the Lyell Ave. car 
house at the same time and the officals knew some- 
thing was wrong nearby. A few minutes later a man ran 
into the office at the car barns with blood on his face and 
reported the accident. 

Trainmaster Parks, on duty, ordered Motorman Carr to 
get a passenger car ready while he phoned Rochester for two 
ambulances. Then he and Carr went to the accident where 
Car 201 was so far off the track, it didn’t interfere with 
other trolleys passing by (see photo). They found passen- 
gers and spectators milling around the trolley. Many pass- 
engers were cut by the window glass. One man, Mr. Beck- 
with, had several leg injuries and a lady was scalped of all 
her hair but luckily no one was killed. The interior of the 
car was a mess of broken eggs, crushed vegetables, blood 
and broken glass. 

Soon Carr had a trolley full of people and with Mr. 
Parks, he made a trip to the end of the Lyell Ave. City car 
line, unloaded and returned to the wreck for more passen- 
gers. No fare was charged and Parks couldn’t tell passengers. 
from spectators, so they made nine trips to the wreck to 
get all who wanted to ride to Rochester. 

* * * 

Motorman Fred Hoose left Middleport going east one 
summer afternoon. Orders were to meet a westbound local 
at the siding east of Middleport, when the car turned from 
Liberty Street onto private right-of-way. He saw the west- 
bound trolley coming toward him. He turned off the power, 
applied the air brakes and slowed to ten miles an hour. In 
the meantime, Motorman Moran had discovered Hoose’s car 
and he realized he had passed up a meet. He then stopped 
his car, quickly gave three pulls on the bell cord to his 
conductor telling him he was backing up and they did so at 
once. His conductor had to unlock and open the switch and 
they backed in as Hoose drifted up. When he passed, Moran 


held a finger up over his mouth. Hoose nodded his head 
and pushed the controller to full speed. All was well but, 
was it really? Two days later. Hoose was called to the 
Superintendent’s office at the Lyell barns. “You met 
Moran near Middleport on your eastbound trip Monday 
afternoon. Where did you pass him?” Hoose replied, ‘At 
the usual siding.”’ This was no lie and the matter was 
dropped, but Moran heard that three different phone calls 
had been received by the company about two trolleys that 
almost came together near Middleport. 


Superintendent John Cain stopped Doc Bennett, motor- 
man, as he was about to leave the Lyell Avenue car barn 
with a ballast train, headed for the gravel pits. “Doc, have 
you noticed the broken glass along the tracks in some 
places? Broken beer bottle glass, I mean. So you won’t 
need gravel at some stops as we now have a glass roadbed.” 


A passenger car running east on a rainy afternoon 
struck a work train and killed the conductor on the latter. 
The passenger car body slid up on the flat platform of the 
work train and caught on fire, (303 was the only steel body 
on the roster). Someone phoned the New York Central 
Railroad and they sent an engine out on the Falls road, 
(Long Pond Road isn’t far from Otis Street Station). In 
a short time, the yard engine appeared and with extra hose 
using water from the tender soon extinguished the fire. 


February 1920 was a month of blizzards and a two-day 
storm stalled all trolleys and a train on the Falls Road near 
Lee Road. When water became very low in the boiler the 
fireman pulled the fire to save his engine. 


The Brockport subs-station was located near the Catholic 
cemetery in a lonesome spot east of town. Harvey Place, 
the operator, needed some shut-eye one time so he decided 
to wire down the breaker handles. All went well for several 
months until a freight car with several trailers drew an 
over load and blew a converter through the roof. The rest 
of the electric equipment was badly damaged, costing the 
company some $10,000 for repairs and Mr. Place resigned 
immediately. 


One stormy night a westbound trolley left Holley 
on time but at the next crossroad struck an automobile 
containing the five members of the McAllister family and 
all were killed. The accident so upset the motorman that 
his black hair turned white within a week. 


Doc Seager was conductor on the ‘Niagara Falls 
Firemen’s Special,” first trolley of a two car train which 
left the Lyell Avenue barns on Saturday morning in July 
for Sea Breeze, a summer resort on Lake Ontario. There 
was no loop at the terminal and while the crew changed 
ends, trolley poles lowered or raised, etc., two companies of 
firemen filled the waiting cars. Soon they left for the nine 
mile run into Rochester, then out on the B. L. & R. and on 
to Tonawanda and Niagara Falls where they spent a full 
day having a grand time, with other visiting firemen. 

Coming home about 1 a.m. the cars stopped at the Albion 
station. The conductor of the second trolley had taken a 
sip from bottles of many firemen and wasn’t of much help 
to Doc or the motorman. At the station was Supt. Nailor 
who had driven out in his automobile and was checking up 
on this special which was long past due in Rochester. Find- 
ing the conductor somewhat tipsy, Mr. Nailor discharged 
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him and ordered him to report to the office for his pa 
later in the day. I 


Motorman Slocum and Doc had the last trolley ou) \i 
of Rochester during a March storm. The destination wa) : 
Albion but on Lyell Avenue several blocks east of Oti 
Street RR. crossing the power went off and so did thi, 
electric heater. As it became colder in the trolley th’ 
passengers began to leave, two and three at a time. Som 
went to a nearby lunch room and called taxis to go bac 
to town hotels. Some went to friends’ homes. 


By 1 a.m. the crew became cold and Doc suggeste 
they go over to conductor Gus Glossners for the night. Hi 
house was about 200 ft. from the trolley on Lyell Avenuc 
making it very convenient. Gus let them in and in time Do} 
was asleep on the davenport in the living room. Slocum wa) 
to wake him up in an hour or earlier if the power came or 
which Slocum would know when the lights came on i 
the trolley. Doc was to sleep an hour, then Slocum an hou 
and soon. The latter dropped off to sleep in a chair. 
were surprised when Mrs. Glossner woke them up. 
getting light outside, the trolley’s lights were on, and thre 
city cars were back of it. The six street car men were ou} 
along Lyell Avenue looking for the crew of the B. L. & F 
car which was sure tying up traffic. An embarrassed cre. 
soon boarded the interurban and in ten minutes the Albio/), 
run was terminated at the car barn. 

* ok * j 

An I.R.C. crew often brought a Wells-Fargo Expres 
car leaving B. & L. E. freight station at Buffalo, abov 
10:30 p.m. to Lockport to turn over to the B. L. & R. fa) 
Rochester. 

* * 

When the freight was loaded at the Erie RR freigh 
house on Exchange Street on Saturday, the crew took t 
trolley out to the car barns off Lyell Avenue, left it ther 
and went home. Many of them lived in that neighborhoo 
The same crew would report before 6 a.m. Monday and tak * 
the freight on to Buffalo. 


Over the high speed line of the International Railwa_ 
from Tonawanda to Niagara Falls rolled a three car trai 
off the Buffalo, Lockport & Rochester Company on July + 
1928, #500, 501 and 502 were painted red or all white 
blue. The cars were coupled together in this sequence! 4n 
What a trolley fan would give today for a colored slide ¢ sa 
this train with Motorman Roy Travisee at the controlle) 
He and two other were qualified to run over the Falls lin Sw 
of the I. R. C. as well as into Buffalo. The B. L. & J 
passenger cars rolled down Main Street in Buffalo for 
few years, but after 1919 passengers changed at Lockport { 
I. R. C. cars for the trip between these two cities. Freigh! 
always ran down to the freight house on Swan Street j | 
inter-change with the Buffalo & Lake Erie and some throug 
freight went on over the Northwestern Pennsylvania Tra 
tion from Erie to Meadville, Pennsylvania. 
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road). The #302 delivered some goods in Auburn then bac 
to Port Byron and east to Syracuse. Here the crew sler 
some in the trolley, and then loaded again, went west | 
Rochester, left the pilot and onto their own line and back 


Time from home was some 30 


Motorman Hancock had the last run from Lockport for 
One foggy night, it was so thick he had trouble 
As 
")e car ran along through the night, he steadily lost time. 
') eeting westbound cars, also late, delayed him so much he 
)ft Albion twenty minutes late and met a car at Lattins. 
‘ext one he met was at Youngs, a westbound local. He let 
»man off at Fancher and when Hancock passed the same 
ation, he thought a small dog ran in front of the trolley. 
is they went on in the night nothing unusual happened and 
) ey arrived at the Erie depot on Court Street about thirty 
\inutes late. The station master came up to Hancock’s door 
iad said, “You killed a man at Fancher!” Elmer was 
te jaocked and said so. He then suggested he back the trolley 
iver the pit in the rear of the car yards. One man walked 


Hanley E, Hamlin, late Monroe County Sheriff, had 
juneral services by Rev. William A. Taylor of Brick Presby- 
rian Church at County Jail in Exchange Street on March 
4,1914. Mayor Hiram H. Edgerton, delegates from Mon- 
ie Commandery, Damascus Temple, many city and county 
fficials attended the funeral at 11:45 a.m. 

At twelve noon, the ten uniformed members of Mon- 
oe Commandery and fourteen policemen formed an aisle 
ujrom the steps of the jail to a waiting special trolley car. 
he coffin car was placed in the forward end where bearers 
ook seats and the children and relatives occupied the rear 
ompartment. The trolley left for Brockport at 12:05 p.m. 


Among those waiting were members of the Silsby Hose 
Jompany and Monroe Lodge Masons as services here were 
‘in charge of Brockport Masons. Sleighs had been provided 


* * * 
Weekdays, the 5:15 p.m. from the Erie terminal on 
Jourt Street usually consisted of two of the 500 series cars. 
ivell filled with commuters until leaving Brockport. By this 
lime, the crowd had thinned out so that the second car was 
eft on a siding The conductor boarded over night 
n Brockport and was ready early next morning for 
About 1920 Motorman Victor Rowe 
‘ver night in Brockport and was ready early next morning 
‘or a Rochester run. About 1920 Motorman Victor Rowe 
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had the 5:15 p.m. run and when he made this trip, he 
usually passed the car barns on time which meant he had 
done some fast running out Lyell Avenue. This train was 
usually 15 minutes late when other crews reported leaving 
end of double track at South Greece. Rowe’s fast time 
annoyed the Superintendent of B. L. & R. very much and he 


often called Rowe down, but to no avail. 
* * * 


Mr. Tousey was an early motorman on the Rochester 
and Eastern until the Buffalo, Lockport and Rochester 
opened in 1908. On his first trip east with Joe Hope as 
conductor, they approached a road crossing between Medina 
and Albion as a new Buick with three Orleans County poli- 
ticians drove up. The auto stopped and then moved on to 
the track when the trolley was only ten feet away. The trol- 
ley cut the Buick in two pieces and when the crew walked 
back to see how the three men were, they found them 
bruised and one had a broken nose, nothing more serious. 
Some parts of the Buick came up through the floor of the 
trolley. It was in such bad order that they stopped at the 
Lyell Car Barns and changed to another car before proceed- 
ing into Rochester. 

During World War I, half barrels of sacramental wines 
were shipped to Buffalo from Rochester once a week. Soon 
the crews on these runs to Buffalo from Rochester developed 
a taste for good wine. An empty milk can and the necessary 
tools to tap these barrels became standard equipment on the 
night freight run to Buffalo. Usually %of a milk can of 
wine was drawn off and later distributed among B. L. & R. 
trolley men. This went on for several years until the Buffalo 
folks ceased buying Rochester wine. 

One March morning a Rotary plow passed conductor 
Harner’s car which was on the siding at Hartland during a 
snowstorm. After a 10 minute wait, they followed the plow 
with the lights in the trolley turned on. Several times the 
lights became very bright and the crew knew the plow was 
either coasting with power off or it had stopped. Neverthe- 
less, they were surprised about a half a mile west of Hart- 
land, when they caught up with the plow and struck it so 
hard, the rotary blades broke Harner’s headlight and put 
small holes in the air reservoir, located under the headlight, 
which crippled his car. He walked back three hundred feet, 
dropped a fuse and waited to flag any following cars, while 
others phoned for help. 
* * * 

Motorman McGinnis on #101 passed Hartland siding 
during a blizzard and after he had traveled about a mile he 
slowed down and opened the door for a look ahead. There 
was a rotary plow about three feet down the track. His 
cap was blown off about the time the cars came together 
breaking the headlight on the 101. Lady Luck was with the 
101. 

Mike Ryan, owner of several stone quarries around 
Orleans County, also owned a Model T Ford until the night 
he lost his Ford and his life. Harry Harner was conductor 
on the trolley that evening which left Fancher Station for 
Rochester at the same time that Mike drove off in his Ford 
for Richards, which was the next stop, four miles east. We 
will never know why Mike drove so fast, unless he wanted 
to race the trolley and when he drove in front of the trolley 
at Richards they stopped and the crew found Mike in the 
wreckage. They saw that his hours were numbered. 


The house in the photo of Stop 21 was empty but Harry 
knew there was a phone there. He ran to the house and 
went in and called a doctor but by the time one arrived, it 
was too late. Mike was missed by friends and the trolley 
crews for a long time after that unusual race. 

Motorman Hancock’s first run alone was one night after 
he had made some trips on regular cars with old timers. He 
was ordered to deadhead to Lockport ‘Ride free,’ where a 
three car Toronto boat train special was waiting. It had 
just arrived from Olcott Beach. As a special for Rochester, 
his conductor came into the front vestibule after collecting 
his fares, staying there most of the time until they arrived 
at South Greece, beginning of double track. He was very 
helpful to Elmer, advising him when approaching curves, 
siding, etc. Operating a trolley in the dark at speeds up to 
sixty-five miles an hour at night was trying on one’s nerves. 

* os * 

When Wilbur Pray at the controller of a 500 car ap- 
proached Maybee’s siding in a snow storm one March morn- 
ing, he expected to find the other trolley in the clear, but 
the other car was blocking the main. He put on the straight 
air, opened the door and jumped. Conductor Wisner had 
no warning. He was standing in the back platform when the 
cars met. He was thrown down the aisle and landed in a 
heap on the floor when he struck the smoker door. Service 
was disrupted for about two hours. 


“MEMORIES OF CHESTER W. HOVEY” 

It: happended in either June or July of 1925. The 
late Joe Ryan of Utica Street, Brockport, and I sat in the 
front seat of the smoking section directly back of the door 
leading to the motorman’s compartment. This door had a 
large window so that we could see ahead and up the track. 
My attention was called by the motorman rushing to this 
door. Beyond him I could see the freight trolley sliding 
out of the siding on to the main line roughly 100 ft. in 
front of our moving car. Sitting on the aisle side of the 
double seat I swung around towards Joe to clutch the back 
of the double seat to keep from being thrown upon impact. 
In so doing, Joe was involuntarily proctected by me as he 
did not see it coming. This action together with the motor- 
man’s body and the crash and splintering of the motorman’s 
partition, the brilliant electrical display as electrical controls 
tangled, all happened within a second or two. In our ear 
I was probably the only one outside of the motorman to see 
the accident coming. Outside of a chewed up shin, a ruined 
suit, and the loss of a half day’s work, I suffered not at all. 
Most passengers, being unaware of the approaching collision 
bumped their heads and noses against the seat ahead when 
they were thrown forward. As a personal sidelight, I re- 
member being a half day late for my first day of work on 
my first job (General Railway Signal Co.) The accident 
happened just east of the village of Brockport and in the 
approximate vicinity of the old Monroe County Fair 


Grounds. 
* * * 


BEATING THE TIME CARD 
by D. J. Colfax 


Only an old-timer would believe a motorman could skin 
his running time every night for over a year without getting 
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caught. It could not be done these days, but during the)! 
first World War things were different. ag 

At that time I was a motorman on the old Rochester, 
Lockport & Buffalo single track line making a runjj 
of 56 miles between Rochester and Lockport. i 
night at 8:30 I left the Erie Railroad terminal with) 
a heavy load of Wells-Fargo Express which had to be in) 
Buffalo by 1 a.m. to connect with the Wabash Railroad.|y 


extra on the time table. They were running a first class 
local every hour, and a limited every other hour. The 
trainmaster was checking to see if I exceeded the speed: 
restriction in town limits. I sure did skyrocket throug 
those towns. There were no complaints either. 


nection. They made allowances on that account; but some- 
thing else was bothering them, as I soon found out. 


I hadn’t been on-the job very long before the boss 


by him and it burned him up because there was no way he 
could figure out how I was doing it. He smelled a rat 
elright but couldn’ t seem to locate the carcass. 


ene questions [roncern ine. the run. 
“How come,” he’d grumble, “it takes us thirty, 
minutes longer whenever I am along?” 
“Oh, just a coincidence,” I’d answer jauntily. “I can’t) | 
always get the break.” Still he wasn’t satisfied. The last int 
time he rode with me he said: 
“Fom now on I my staying away but watch your step) 


vite after ae It just doesn’t make sense.’ 
Well here’s what happened. At the time we wert 


Railway Association. No more block stations, the way i} 
had been with the standard code. I had my own orders, ¢ 
phone in my cab, and a “jackbox” I could bank on a 
every siding, making it possible for me to plug in every twi 
or three miles. 
timetable meet without sticking the opposing train over fivil 
minutes I was supposed to call the dispatcher. He woul 
then change the meet. 

By figuring out my running time I would manage te 
call the dispatcher two or three times between Rocheste 


west than I actually was supposed to be and arranging tip 
have the other trains wait for me to pass. He would giv! 
me a highball. 


losing seven minutes, I gained seven minutes. 
trains lost perhaps five minutes, but they could easily mak’ 
it up. There was no kick from the dispatcher. He took ji 
for granted that everything was above board, and he had t/r 
get the hotshot over the road. 

Another stunt I pulled was as follows: I was makin 
faster time than the westbound first class. I often manage. 
to gallop past them without a train order. I could ge 
sixty to sixty-five miles per hour out of my motor. . 


| ; was night I could easily spot a rear end ahead of me, or 
vee the flash of a trolley on some curve uv the track. I 
| vould then light a fusee, jab it into the front end of my 
| vab, and sneak up as close as I dared. This was the signal 


bhat I wanted to pass. The motorman would pull in at the 


So by one way and another I usually managed to gain 
iy thirty odd minutes until the day came—as so often 
( \appen—when I got a little too cocky. I'll tell you about it. 
| There were agents still in the stations, but they had 
othing to do with train movement. However, Agent Cala- 
* \an at Holley wanted to have a finger in the pie. This 
) ellow had a quaint habit of calling up the dispatcher and 
elling him every time a train went by and that little act 
ooked my goose. 

On this particular night things worked out so that I 
valled the dispatcher at Holley. I was aware that Calahan 
ut on the feed bag at a certain time every night and as I 


! “Out to lunch,” I said to myself. “The coast is clear.”’ 
ing the station I rounded the curve just beyond where 
i here I pulled up and called the dispatcher. 

“Extra 302 West at Hulburton, siding 24,” I said 
jying like a trooper. ‘‘How about giving me an order on 
(82?” 
| The dispatcher, thinking that I was three miles further 
i) rest than I actually was, gave me this order, “Extra West 
}02 meet No. 38 at Quarry siding.” 

I had just gotten the complete order when Calahan 
‘yutted in and told the dispatcher that extra West 302 had 
Wjust gone by. As soon as he hung up the dispatcher called 
jut, “I thought you said that you were at Hulburton.” 

| “Sure I am,” I told him blandly. ‘‘Calahan’s crazy. I 
assed Holley six minutes ago.” But for some reason Cala- 
lian sounded more convincing than I did. The first thing 
|| knew the Super was around asking questions. In the end 
had to admit I had called from Holley not Hulburton. 
irom there on I couldn’t get away with a thing. There was 
yo kick left in that run from Rochester to Lockport. I 
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TWENTY YEARS OF ACCIDENTS 


by Roy J. Gunnison 


When the panic of 1908 hit the railroads, I found 
jnyself on the extra board again, so I quit the NYC RR and 
p jot a job as conductor on a newly-completed electric inter- 
iitban from Rochester to Lockport, N. Y. I worked there 
Jor several years without incident, until in 1916 I went to 
he head end as motorman. 

For some time the job was not particularly dangerous, 
jut when the automobiles began to appear on the highways, 
hings changed. Every grade crossing was a worry, and 
yvery blind crossing was an agony. At one blind crossing 
. five-ton truck loaded with crushed stone popped out in 
.,ront of me, and I gave my car all the air I had and re- 
Jersed her to boot. The truck just managed to clear the 
Jyrossing, one of the grab-irons catching his tail board. When 
| got her stopped I walked back to the crossing. The driver 


| knew there was a jack-box on the west end of the siding. . 
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was sitting in his cab, white as a sheet (I was too), and 
when I asked him if evertyhing was all right, he was too 
scared to talk, and merely shook his head. 

The fastest move I ever saw anybody make with an 
automobile occurred one afternoon at a blind erossing. 
When I was going east at about sixty miles an hour, a man 
in a Model T Ford coupe drove ahead of me, but saw me 
just in time and reversed his old Ford in less than a second 
and slid off that track backward just as I sailed by. I 
don’t think there was a good inch to spare. 

Running west at full speed one afternoon with a three- 
car freight train bound for Buffalo, ahead of a passenger 
train, I approached a passenger station on a long curve. 
A woman stood on the crossing, and, apparently thinking 
I was the passenger train, signaled me to stop. At the 
same time I saw an automobile approaching from the south 
at a moderate rate, but since he had a clear view of the 
track for more than a half mile, I figured he knew I was 
there and devoted all my attention to the woman, blowing 
the regulation crossing whistle again and again to warn 
her that I was not a regular passenger train and to get off 
the tracks. 

When I was about five hundred feet from the crossing, 
she stepped back; but the automobile was still coming. I 
could see the driver, and he seemed to be pulling on his 
emergency brake. I tried to stop. The road bed was level 
with the highway there, and at the slow pace he was going 
he could have turned the machine up the right-of-way, but 
he kept running straight ahead, and bumped into the left 
corner of my car. I hoped that nobody would be hurt, but 
the automobile had caught on the side of my motor and 
had been dragged up the track and smashed to bits around 
two trolley poles. The largest piece we could find was a 
rear axle. A mother and three children were killed; and 
her seventy-year-old father, who was driving the car, was 
badly injured and died that night. 

Before they took him to the hospital, he told how it 
happened. He had stopped and looked before crossing 
the New York Central tracks, but had completely forgotten 
about those of the electric line. He admitted the brakes 
were shot; he had been to the garage that afternoon, and 
they had told him the car wasn’t safe. When I asked him 
why he didn’t turn aside and drive along the right-of-way 
until his car coasted to a stop, he said he didn’t think of 
that as he was too busy trying to stop his car. 

Naturally, we trainmen didn’t like such accidents. But 
we could not stop at each crossing and send a flagman out. 
We had to make our running time, and it was not excessive. 
In practically every case it was the carlessness or stupidity 
of the automobile driver that was to blame. Many was the 
time that a motorist would shoot across the tracks just 
ahead of me at a mile a minute, and them slow down to 
about twenty miles an hour and wave at me. If he could 
have heard what I was saying or understood what he had 
missed, he might not have been so gay. 

Not all my narrow escapes occurred at grade crossings. 
In 1918, when working on freight from Lockport to Roch- 
ester, I was handed a train which had come up from Buffa- 
lo. The Buffalo motorman told me the reverse had not 
worked in twenty-four hours, and that to reverse it, of 
course, I would have to stop, crawl under the car and trip 


the cradle back by hand. What was more, the hand brake 
was worn out. The only way I could bring the train to a 
halt was by using the air brakes. Ordinarily, they were 
enough; but later on the way back from Rochester (where 
I hadn’t been able to get things fixed), I had to stop for 
orders at Young’s Siding, sixteen miles west of Rochester. 
It was about two a.m. and the station was closed so I had 
to take the orders with a portable phone which I plugged 
into a jack box on the trolley pole. I shut off the air pumps 
in order to hear and I got an order to proceed to Lockport 
with forty-five miles of clear track, and no trains to pass. 

Well, I clean forgot about those air pumps. And be- 
cause I did not have to blow my whistle for some time, 
and because the air gauge light was out, I did not notice 
that my air was down. The next grade crossing was Holley, 
on a curve, over which I always ran at full speed this time 
of the morning. I was doing around sixty when, approach- 
ing the station, I pulled on the whistle only to discover that 
my air was just about gone. I shut off the power, turned 
on my pumps, and then I looked up and saw the markers 
of some train, backing toward me about a thousand feet 
ahead up the track: 


That was the only time I ever thought I didn’t have a 
chance. No air, no reverse, no hand brake, no chance to 
jump. I think a thousand things went through my mind in 
a few seconds. One of them made me shove the reverse 
handle over and give her five points of power, and even 
as I did so I was struck by the tragic hopelessness of my 
act. But in the next instant, it turned to joy. The power 
took, and I stopped with my nose against the snowplow. 
The reverse did not work again that night. When the car 
pulled in the barn at Lockport we discovered the ground 
wire burned off behind the reverse box, under the car, and 
nobody in the whole State of New York could explain why 
it had worked just that once. 

Just six months later I had a little mixup at the same 
time of the morning, in the same place, and with the same 
ear. After passing Holley Station at full speed, I shut off 
the controller for some obscure reason and drifted about 
a quarter of a mile, whereupon I made a ten-pound reduc- 
tion which pulled my speed down to fifteen miles an hour, 
and continued to drift. The next thing I saw looming up 
in my headlight’s beams was a box car with no lights. When 
I got out, I discovered it was the rear end of a work extra, 
and that men were unloading ties from the car. I went up 
to the head end and raised hell, but they said they had a 
work order, and besides their flagman was out and I must 
have run by him. 

To settle the argument we went back and looked for the 
flagman. We found him all right—inside a crossing shelter, 
door closed, lanterns in the corner and the hard-working 
flagman pounding his ear on the floor. He had been too 
danged lazy even to place a couple torpedoes on the track 
before hitting the hay. He claimed he had been a boomer 
and had worked all over the U.S.A., but I will lift up my 
right hand and tell the world that was one road for which 
he did not work very long. 

After this every thing went along smoothly for a year 
or so. Then, pulling out of Lockport one morning with a 
motor and a trailer loaded with flour and feed, I approached 
Hartland stop at full speed. I had noticed nothing out of 
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the ordinary—there was no extra pull on the motor, nec 
indication of anything wrong. But the passengers whi 
were waiting for the westbound train did, and when I was) 
about 2000 feet from them they scattered and ran away, 
from the track. I had figured everything must be O.K. a 
the rear end, for I had a good crew and surely if there wai! 
trouble they would have given me a bell or pulled the air) 
But I opened my window and looked back, and saw behind 
the trailer a cloud of dirt, crushed stone, fish plate bolts) 
and splinters. 
Well, I stopped in a hurry, but not too soon; if I hav) 
gone any farther I would have hit a switch point and thei) 
there would have been something like a wreck. As it was)} 
things were bad enough. The left rear wheel on the rea) 
truck of the trailer had slipped on the axle and droppe) 
down on the inside of the rail. What was worse, I haiy 
run more than two miles like that—around a sharp revers'); 
curve and over a bridge spanning the NYC tracks. Ani} 
when it passed over a road crossing, the left wheel hai. 
mounted the track again, and the right one had droppe/ 
inside, cutting every fish plate bolt from the right rail); 
These plates held the rails together. 
Not long afterward I got tangled up with about a hall, 
mile of live trolley wire. I was coming out of Lockport a) 
night with the all-steel car 303 and full tonnage load, an! \ 
the brakes were not so good. The only place the crey , 
could find to ride was to crowd in the cab with me. Aly 
we approached what was known as Gaines reverse curvél ) 
the messenger stood looking out the front window, the cand 0 
ductor was sitting on top of the load, his head just clearin) ; 
the roof. I was sitting at the driver’s seat, on the lei 
side. Just as we struck the curve, going about sixty mile. 
an hour, I saw a cross-arm (made of three-inch steel tubin! 4: 
about eight feet long) hanging down from the trolley wir | 
pole about 200 feet ahead of men, pointing right for th » 
windows of cab.- I gave her the works and hollered f¢. 
one and all to drop, and I did too. The conductor couldn. }i 
make it; he stayed on top of the load. The cross-ar} it 
came through the front center window, and we drifte 1 
about a half-mile carrying the arm and a half-mile of liv) oe 
trolley with us, wrapping itself around that steel car as Wi ik 
sailed along. I have seen a lot of fireworks displays, bu \ 
never as good as the one I saw then; Roman Candles, fir’ lly 
crackers, pinwheels, snakes and torpedoes all combine) 
Save for a half mile of ripped-up cross-arms and trolle |i 
wire and several neat holes burned through the car whe! !! 
the wire had grounded, there was no damage and no o1 *! 
was hurt. The cross-arm had missed the conductor 1} !) 
inches, and he was frank to admit that he was preti 
scared. I was, too. ue 
After that I began to do a lot of thinking, wonderin +! 
how much longer my luck would hold out, and before I hi 
time to decide I hit a sleigh loaded with bottled bee) *! 
Thoroughly fed up with freight service, I bid in a passe at 
ger run and got it. This was comparatively safe; outsii 
of hitting a few automobiles and a few minor acciden: 
everything went along OK. 
But my luck followed me. One night, leaving Lockpo 
twenty minutes late with a two-car train, I got an =o 


4 


it 


= 


at Medina to meet an opposing train at Eagle Harbe 4 
When I rounded the curve west of that place I noticed hi me 


 jat me know there were no passengers getting off, and at 
i }he same time I got a highball from the other train. Since 
| was late and trying to make up time, I widened on her, 
gave controller more power) ... then I hit the switch at 
m she other end of the siding, and my wheels jumped the 
a »rack. Luckily there was a shallow ditch and a sloping 


red feet. 
“\he head. 
The derailment was not my fault. The crew of the 
)ther train had left the switch handle up so they could 
As 
ou can understand, this practice, while poor railroading 


i 
i 


Nobody was hurt, and I got only a bump. on 


| switch is entirely different from running into one. How- 
“ver, in this case the jar of my passing must have caused 
‘ihe switch handle to drop, or the rail to stick, or something 
‘tke that, for my car mounted the rail and went into the 
‘itch. 
| Right here I might hand you a little advice. If you ever 
‘tee that you’re going to have a collision or accident, what- 
iM" )ver you do don’t hold your body rigid or grab hold of any- 
/hing. Make yourself relax, and eight times out of ten 
"you will come through OK. When I went into the ditch at 
iagle Habor I just let myself go, and wasn’t even scratched. 
“he only person who had a mark on him was a deadheading 
mmployee; when he felt the car leave the track he braced 
i! joth feet under the seat ahead of him and held on for dear 
If we had hit something solid and stopped suddenly 
5}e would have broken both legs if not more. It was only his 
wihins that were bruised considerably. 
The only time I didn’t follow my own advice was when 
1); was drving an automobile and I got a fractured skull, 
| broken jaw, a broken collar-bone, shoulder blade and five 
iroken ribs. If I had simply relaxed when I saw the colli- 
jon coming, I might not have been hurt. So next time 
ou’re out driving your gas buggy on one of America’s 
juper-highway and it looks as if you’re going to join the 
anks of the 40,000 who are being killed every year, try 
elaxing. The chances are that you’ll merely be one of the 


f}/llion who are injured. 
* a Eo 


oof He went in for train orders as passenger cars 
an on time table schedules. Carrying white flags, as all 
fork trains were extras, when he received his orders and 
ame out, he found Mike Ryan climbing onto the middle 
var, Harry yelled, ‘‘Going to Richards,’”’ which was stop 21. 
The motorman started the train and as the train started 


4 You get off or I’ll put you off!” Mike sat 
")own on the gravel, so Harry told Foster, the motorman, 
2 Slow down. Picking up a switch iron he started for 
(Tike, and when Mike saw he meant business, he quickly 
| lid off the gravel and walked back to the trolley station. 
T | Wa tie 

"INVESTIGATION OF ACCIDENT TO MR. HALL AT 


i! $ROCKPORT, On Sunday, April 10, 1910, on Train #29” 
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_with my lantern. 


Robert J. Gunnison, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 
I reside at 3544 Austine Street, Rochester, New York, and 
I am employed by the Rochester, Lockport & Buffalo Rail- 
road Corporation and have been so employed for about 
three and a half years and prior to that time I was em- 
ployed by the Buffalo, Lockport & Rochester Railway Co. 
in the capacities of conductor and later messenger for 
about seven years and prior to that time was employed by 
the New York Central Railroad in the capacity of Trainman 
for about five years. 
Statement of Conductor R. J. Gunnison: 


Coming into Brockport I came down through the car to 
the rear platform. I had a passenger to let off at Gordon 
Street. I was at rear end of the car as we went over the 
cross-over and I saw Mr. Hall get up. He was sitting about 
five seats from the rear of the car and when he came back 
to the back platform he said, “Let me off at Gordon 
Street.” I said, “All right.”” He walked on to the rear 
platform and as we pulled down by Oxford Street, he was 
standing right at the top of the steps. He asked me if 
that was Gordon Street and I told him not until the next 
stop, and I went into the car to call out Gordon Street for 
my other passengers. Looking back I saw that he was in 
the act of stepping off and I told him not to get off until 
the car stopped. He hestitated, got right down, and stepped 
off. When he fell he held on with his left hand and swung 
round in such a position as to hit his head on the step. I 
gave the motorman three bells, the emergency signal. In 
the meantime Dr. Davis started to get off the car. I 
grabbed him by the arm, held him and told him not to get 
off until the car stopped. When it stopped I walked back 
I found the man lying with his face 
down. We turned him over and I left the Doctor with him 
and went back to the car to get my pad and get names of 
witnesses. I took the names of two witnesses and had the 
motorman back the car up. Somebody helped to carry him 
into Mr. William Elliot’s residence. In the meantime some- 
one had sent for Mr. Hall’s son-in-law so I went back to 
the car and when we pulled into Brockport, I notified Dr. 
Hazen, called up the dispatcher and told him about the 


accident and then we went on to Rochester. 
* * * 


On Wednesday, September ist, 1920, I was motorman 
in charge of eastbound freight Train No. 100 which con- 
sisted of Motor car #301 and Trailer car #401 leaving 
Lockport at about 11:30 a.m. I proceeded east as far as 
Adams Basin and after arriving at that stop turned Motor 
car #301 over to another crew and took charge of west- 
bound freight train No. 101 consisting of Car #302. I then 
coupled Trail car #401 to Motor car #302 and proceeded 
west. As car #302 was loaded solid with Buffalo freight 
and as Trail car #401, now empty, was being returned to 
Lockport, we had no stops until we arrived at Young’s 
Siding at 5:45 p.m., and after meeting eastbound passenger 
Train No. 33 at that point I again proceeded west. 

Nothing out of the ordinary took place until we ap- 
proached the whistling post at a distance of about 1300 
feet east of Dunsmore Crossing. I observed two women 
standing in front of the shelter. One of them was way 
back from the track while the other was standing very 
close to the track flagging us to stop. I blew the regulation 


crossing whistle, making it longer than an ordinary cross- 
ing whistle to warn the women that the train was not 
going to stop. I assumed that these women were waiting 
for westbound passenger train No. 25 which was following 
us. So as I continued blowing the whistle, I kept watching 
these women to see if they were going to step back from 
the track. When I reached a point within 150 feet from 
the crossing these women stepped back and then I ob- 
served on the highway south of the track that an auto was 
approaching, going north, at a speed of about ten miles an 
hour. At that time my train was traveling at about 40 
miles an hour. I could see there were several persons in 
the automobile, which was moving slowly, and I then 
noticed that the man reached down as if reaching for the 
emergency brake lever. When I realized that he could 
not stop the auto before reaching the tracks, I reversed 
the car and applied the emergency bakes. The front of 
my car struck the hood of the auto. The train came to a 
stop at a distance of about 400 feet west of the crossing. 
I marked the point where the car stopped and then started 
walking back to the crossing. I noticed that the auto had 
been smashed and was about 150 feet west of the crossing 
partly wound around a pole on the west side of the high- 
way and badly demolished. I then noticed a woman lying 
just east of the pole with her feet toward the pole. A boy 
was lying across the woman’s body on his back with his 
head on the ties. I found that the boy was still breathing, 
but I believed that the woman was dead. I then observed 
a man just a little to the east of the tracks. He seemed to 
be badly injured. I also noticed that one of the women who 
had flagged my train when I was approaching Dunsmore 
Crossing was sitting on the ties holding a boy in her lap. 
The boy was crying and he appeared to be badly injured, 
while another boy was walking around. I walked to the 
farm house west of the highway and called the ticket agent 
at Albion and asked him to notify the dispatcher that we 
had an accident and to call a doctor. I asked him if the 
eastbound passenger train #34 had arrived and left and 
told him if it had not left to hold it there. I stayed on 
the wire until he advised me that these things had been 
done, and I returned to the crossing and found that train 
#25 had come up back of us. At about that time Dr. 
Jackson arrived from Albion and talked with the injured 
man. I then called his attention to the fact that Conductor 
Harris had taken an injured boy over to the farm house 
and he immediately proceeded to the house. I then pro- 
ceeded to my train, taking with me Mr. William Cuddy, 
who is employed by the R. L. & B. RR in the car shops and 
who was riding on train #25, and we started with the train 
to Quarry Siding #26. When about half the distance to 
the siding the train developed electrical trouble and when 
#25 came up behind us, they coupled on to my train and 
pushed us into siding #26. I then called the dispatcher and 
he advised me to wait a minute and talk to Mr. Naylor, 
Supt., who later told me to walk back to the accident which 
I did. About that time Dr. Ogden, Coroner, arrived on the 
scene and also the ambulance from Albion. The bodies of 
the man and boy were placed in the ambulance and taken 
away. I remained at the crossing until the ambulance re- 
turned and took away the bodies of the woman and the 
other boy. I then walked back where the rear axle of the 
auto laid and examined same. I noticed that the brake 
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arrived and Mr. Naylor, Supt.; Mr. Ferry, Master Mechanic;); 
and Mr. Brown, night shop foreman, got off the train. Mr. 
Ferry and Mr. Brown made some repairs to #302 car, such 


and left on train #38, asthdund) 
I then obtained orders from the dispatcher and pro-| 


car #401 were derailed on Main Street where the street i 
undergoing repairs. After rerailing the #401, we agair 
started west and arrived at Lockport about midnight with. 
out having any further trouble. Thus ended a very long 
day. % * * i 

Bill Nervell of Buffalo crossed up his train orders wher, 
going west with the line car one day and left the end o: 
double track at South Greece Station (Elmgrove) and soo1 
met Roy Clark with an eastbound passenger. Roy had hi 
trolley under control and his trolley came out best in the 


meet. Bill’s line car was badly wrecked. 
* * * 


“ELMGROVE ROAD ACCIDENT” 
by Robert Ford and Cond. Seager 
A small group, of which my dad was a part, were em 
barking for Rochester in the pre-dawn darkness of a morn! 
ing in, Jan., 1926. 
descending the sharp incline from the sub-station whiclP 
stood about % mile west of the Elm Grove Station. Th 
group crossed the tracks in front of the westbound car i) 
readiness to board the city bound car which always mad 
this stop. 
The commuters were apparently too close to the tradi 5 
and taken by surprise as none had seen the westbound cal) 
Speed and suction. caught and threw them about and be | 
tween the cars like ten-pins. My dad sustained a sku’! 
fracture and died the next day. Another man, Mr. Larr 
Welch, received a broken leg and arm—others were shake 
and bruised. 
“DOC’S VERSION OF SAME ACCIDENT” 
Due to some motor trouble one morning motorman Her ' 
Wheat and Doc Seager backed a 500 car out of the ce |! 
barns and headed west for Spencerport. As he approache 
Elmgrove Road an eastbound passenger approached on tt * 


Rochester car. None had seen the westbound and befo) tien 
Motorman Wheat could stop his car he ran into the crow \y 
and killed or injured most of the people as the troll«) yj) 


tossed bodies here and there. ttl 
* * * 


“IT HAPPENED ON THE B. L. & R.” 


a set 
says Sam Grover, Paymaster 


aati 
The trolleys were painted a dark green in 1908, later s, 
chocolate brown which did not suit the new owners whi Yang 
the line became the Rochester, Lockport and Buffalo Ra Mt y 
way. They were soon box car red and later brown a) q 
cream, also one became red, another white and a thi ah as 
blue. be 
Mr. Grover rode on a pass and took the pay in envelop) ni dof 


i 


. 
| 
) 


hut along the line to the sub-station operators, section gangs, 
‘te., working between the Lyell Avenue car barns and 
sockport. : 

| He was riding in the front cab with the motorman one 
jall morning, and as the trolley went around a curve and 
‘ut of a woods both men spotted a pheasant flying at an 
mgle to pass in front of them. Sam started for the smoker 
oor as the motorman checked the speed of the car, took 
lis feet off the rungs of the stool and prepared to duck 
)s it looked like the bird would strike the front car window, 
jut the bird flew away as the trolley ran around the next 


On another trip, as the car approached Brockport, Sam 
jalled the Motorman’s attention to a pig on the track be- 
ween the rails. He stopped the trolley in a few car lengths 
nd they climbed out of the cab and walked back to the rear 
‘f the trolley where the conductor was already on the 
‘round. The latter pointed to the pig running away down 
‘he track as fast as it could go. The men had a good laugh 
‘nd soon the trolley was back on its way. 


Sam E. Grover, Paymaster, solved his problem of find- 
‘ag time for his noon lunch by arranging to change trolleys 
t the siding at Lockport city line. He left Rochester in 
\he morning with the pay for all eight section crews. When 
‘he trolley met a crew, the motorman stopped the trolley 


When meeting the 

J,astbound trolley at the city line, Sam would leave the car 
gjrom Rochester, climb into the cab of the eastbound out of 
)ockport and dead head back as far as Medina, where he 
iad lunch in a restaurant. He had one hour to eat, then 


jarns, his once a month trip completed . 
It was a pleasant diversion from office work and a trip 
jam fully enjoyed. One day in April during a heavy fog, 
dispatcher Fitzpatrick in his office was overheard through 
he thin partition in the main office coaxing and pleading 
vith crews as they called in from stations and sidings, 
For Pete’s sake, make your meet as scheduled.” 

Some more pleasant recollections were meeting the 


Also lunch times were spent operating cars around the 
hiyell Avenue car barns, until one time the night man raised 
ae trolley not knowing that someone had opened the con- 
Mroller. Fortunately, he managed to get to the front end 
ind set the air before traveling too far. My first lesson in 


‘|tochester leaving the cashier behind to catch up later; in- 
i ead of staying with him as body guard; or feeling cold 
\teel against my neck sitting in the cab with pay envelopes 
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and checks, only to be calmly advised it was the conductor’s 
joke. What I felt was the ticket punch. 

Another time, approaching a curve to the right, I called 
attention to a beautiful cock-pheasant; my first it must have 
been, for in my excitement I wasn’t prepared for the change 
in the car’s momentum. Catching the motorman’s chair 
with my foot, I saved myself from sliding out the open door. 
but if he hadn’t tightened his grip on the controls, we both 
might have been picked up from the right-of-way. 

One day, at quitting time, it might have been my last 
this side of the Golden Gate. Putting my ledgers and 
records in the two-by-four vault, I heard heavy doors closing 
behind me. Whether the office boy thought no one was 
there, or did it for a practical joke, it didn’t lessen my dis- 
comfort or anxiety. The whole force had gone out to wait 
for the five-fifteen, and there I was locked in with the 
oxygen fast disappearing and me in quite a sweat. The 
last thing I could do was to turn out the light and wait. It 
wasn’t long before someone wondered what was “keeping 
me so long,” and once more I received another lease on life. 

Although the cars were painted a Japan red during the 
time when IJ was there, to me the Railroad Brown of the 


Buffalo, Lockport & Rochester seemed more attractive. 
* * * 


“MEMORIES OF TROLLEY DAYS” 
from a commuter 

Remember the little waiting shanty at Long Pond Road 
which was Stop 4, with all the initials carved on the walls? 
The trolley cars with the green plush seats and their air of 
elegance? 

John Statt of Gates was Road Commissioner at that 
time and he went to Niagara Falls on the B. L. & R. for 
his honeymoon with his third wife. 

The time that a good looking girl left her money laying 
on the seat in the little “Shanty” and the motorman backed 
the car at least a mile so she could get it. That little in- 
cident got everybody talking for that morning. 

The saloon at the Ogden Stop that was known as the 
“Red Onion.” When they had the station and waiting 
room at the Otis station, N.Y.C. RR—no crossing at that 
time, you changed there and took a Lyell Avenue street 
car the rest of the way into the city. In this station, one 
spring morning a girl asked another girl what had happened 
to the center of the flower on her hat and she replied, “A 
mouse ate it while it was in a box put away for the winter.” 
You could see smiles on the faces of all the other passengers 
as she told it loud enough for all to hear. 

The night my father walked the floor because my sister 
was carried past her stop on the last car. What a time 
she had getting home. In those days all girls wore big hats 
and it rained so hard one morning, the ground at the station 
had the grapes and cherries or what-have-you from the hats. 

At night in the summer time to see the trolley coming 
up through the woods, all lit up and perhaps a Falls Road 
train on the track next to it, was really something fine and 
worthwhile remembering. Headlights glowing and faces 
peering through the coach windows, then the red marker 
lights as the cars ran off into the dark. 

Two trains of two cars each came within two feet of 
each other during a cornfield meet one morning near Al- 
bion. One crew disregarded orders. The company then de- 
cided to try an experiment at the approach to each siding— 
some 50 feet of overhead wire was fixed so the power was 


off when a trolley ran into this section. The motorman 
was to check his train orders when he entered this dead 
section of track This lasted about six weeks. 
* * * 
“FAIR WEEK — ORLEANS COUNTY” 


Low gondolas were rented from the B. R. & P. and the 
New York Central Railroad and used to haul sweet corn 
to the canneries at Albion and Medina. Swept out and 
cleaned, gondolas filled with people were also pulled by 
freight Motor 302 to the Orleans County Fair at Albion 
from Medina and road side stops. (They stood up in the 
cars at it was a short ride.) The company hadn’t enough 
passenger cars to handle the crowds. They also rented 
wooden coaches from the B. R. & P. Railroad and all avail- 
able trolley cars were used. Some 25,000 visited Albion 
during Fair Week in the early years before automobiles and 
paved roads took the business from the interurbans. 


Along the Falls Branch, N. Y. Central Railroad today 
as forty years ago there are canneries, now owned by such 
well known names as Hunt’s, Blue Boy, A. & P. and Libby’s. 
Off East Center Street was a spur track from the trolley 
line to a cannery and here many cars of peas and corn 
were unloaded during the canning season. Flat cars built 
up on sides with planks were used and pulled three or four 
cars at a time to Albion from farms along the way. 

Conductor Harmor arrived in Albion one Saturday after- 
noon with a string of three empty flats and his motorman 
stopped the freight back of a passenger trolley near the 
cireus grounds. Barnum and Bailey’s Circus had just 
ended the afternoon show and the crowd soon realized all 


couldn’t get aboard the one passenger car and soon many 


were climbing onto the flat cars. Harry and his motorman 
delivered a car of people that afternoon all along the line 
at roadside stops and villages on their way east to the 
Lyell Avenue car barns. Harry wasn’t in uniform so no 
fares were collected. All were dead heads. 


One night Roy Travisee, as motorman, ran east on a 
freight motor with three trailers towards Gasport. After 
an eastbound passenger car passed him, he left the siding 
and followed it down hill and on approaching Gasport saw 
the passenger car at the station. Roy applied the air brakes, 
put sand on the track, reversed the motors and this blew 
out the switches at the nearby sub-station and all power 
went off, but the powerhouse man was on the alert and 
threw the switch on again in less than 60 seconds. So Roy 
and his train kept rolling and he was getting closer to the 
passenger car every second and he wasn’t slowing down 
fast enough to please Roy. When he was about 200 feet 
from the station, the passenger car’s motorman saw some 
headlight shining in his rear and moving right along so 
he started up in a hurry and left town, none too soon, and 
Roy went through Gasport at a good speed right on his trail. 


Effie Martin was a motorman also on the R. L. & B. and 
as Roy’s trolley approached a passing switch one summer 
noon, he saw Effie holding up a white card. He slowed 
down and stopped alongside Martin’s car. The latter passed 
the card through his cab window to Roy and said, “Give 
me a buck on the Albany Baseball pool.” Roy did so and 
soon the two trolleys were on their way. Two days later 
Martin met Roy and said, “You won, here is $900. 

Sponsoring its own employee’s baseball team in 1914, 
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R. L. & B. won two big games in August, beating Brockpor) in 
Town Team and the Rochester, Syracuse & Eastern team! 
I. R. C.’s funeral car, “Elmlawn,” came to Medina on 


morning for a funeral party. It was a snowy winter’s day 
and before long a blizzard had set in which delayed thi} 
run to Rochester. The “Elmlawn” was left at the Erie RE"! 
station on Court Street in Rochester. 


Sepulcher Cemetery. Here the street car company had :#! 
cross-over and siding north of the cemetery where thij}! 
“Elmlawn” crossed over and returned to Rochester ani} 


later to its owner in Buffalo. 
a) ee qs 


and Lockport. This meant pulling the pole down afte i 
he cut off the air pump switch in the cab, climb up on th" 


using a gun. * - * ve 
John Kaiser was named “King of the whistling motor} 
men.” All the folks between Lockport and Rochester kney fr 


when <‘Whistling” John’s trolley was out on the line. 
* * * Tg 


the main line, a half mile south of the Lockport Statior#) 
No torpedoes were placed on the rails but a flagman wal 41 
sent back the usual distance. Motorman Mack failed to se ley 
him and crashed his two ear passenger train into the freigh/ im 
He was killed and a score were injured. The Public Servic) 'h 
Commission suggested that in the future torpedoes be place 
on the rails. Ditto 

B. L. & R. cars seldom ran on IRC tracks beyond Loel!* ih 
port, only freight cars and chartered specials. Sever 
times three car trains of the 500 series ran to Payne Juni 


party was ready to go home. 
* * * 
Brown-Lipe Gear Company in Syracuse shipped freig] 
cars of steel to Buffalo and B. L. & R. cars went throug! 
to Syracuse over the Rochester, Syracuse and Eastern fi 
loads of steel but car. 302 had a weak underframe and sagg¢ 
in the middle, much to the concern of the crews, who rz 
the car. They did not feel too bad when she was wreck¢ 
at Eagle Harbor. (See Photo) I 


his Rochester-bound trolley at the beginning of doub| % 
track at Elmgrove Road, walked into a booth, register) ; 
and climbed back into the cab. On receiving the usual ty) A 
bells, he started the car for Rochester and about two mil) ! 
nearer the city, he was surprised when he heard a cra ‘2 
overhead and at the front of his car so he brought the tré |\ , 
ley to an emergency stop. The conductor was already || th 
the ground and running back up the track where the li 
car was standing on the westbound track. The elevat| 
was up and the platform or what was left of it had be! 


kg 


rong out over the eastbound track. 

| Greg, the lineman, had been standing up there working 
| the overhead wires. Now he was on the ground, some 
) stance from the track where he had been tossed when the 
stbound passenger car struck his platform. The crews 
/\und him, but he had died on striking the ground. So he 
{as carried to the line car. The line car then followed the 
)ssenger train back to Rochester barns. The investigation 
ynich followed showed it doesn’t pay to stay up late at 
vght to play poker if you have an early run the next day. 
ine motorman had dozed off and did not see Greg or the 
jie car on the other track. 

* * * 

| Some of the men were away from home about 40 hours, 
S| told. One motorman worked so many hours that as 
halis trolley passed through a siding his hand slipped off the 
yad-man’s controller and put on the emergency airbrakes. 
je woke up when he fell off his stool as the trolley came 


He straightened up to face the glare from the headlight 
() a trolley approaching him. His orders were to wait on 
. Wye siding for an eastbound car in charge of conductor Fred 


Then they 
roceeded into Lockport. Needles to say, he stayed awake 
airing the rest of his run. 

A motorman on the B. L. & R. payroll knew telegraphy 
jad on warm evenings, when the office window near the 
glegraph machine was open, he took a yard stick, which 
#): kept in his locker at the Lockport terminal for such oc- 


When his freight was long past due from Buffalo, he 
ould use this stick and in Morse code, call Payne Junction 


If quite late, he and the boys could get 
| some good poker playing. 
* * * 

John Foster was a large man and a motorman of 
ie kind all conductors like to have on the head end, espec- 
ily on Saturday night. He had large hands and could use 
iiem to good advantage when ejecting drunken men on the 


Arriving at Main Street, Spencerport, the T.F.A. 
‘ould get out and flag the crossing. Meanwhile the motor- 
an would back his train a few hundred feet from Main 
)reet get his train rolling as fast as possible then crossed 
hain at 40 per hour. When he topped the grade west of 
wn, the train might be doing 5 miles per. This slow 
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at the bottom of the hill, it was going so fast it jumped 
the track and turned bottom side up, waking the crew 
rather suddenly. No one was seriously hurt, but the pianos 
sure needed tuning. 

One morning leaving Lockport with a 200 type passenger 
car for Rochester, Motorman Canfield had orders to meet 
a freight extra at the next siding. When he arrived at the 
siding, and before his conductor could unlock and throw 
the switch, the freight continued to come on toward them, 
and at high speed it soon crashed into the 200 car and the 
vestibules of both cars were very badly damaged. Motor- 
man Canfield had jumped into the baggage compartment 
and was not injured, while the other motorman was only 
bruised but was squeezed into a corner of his cab. He was 
a student, not qualified yet to take a train on the road, 
and being short of help, had been persuaded to run this 
freight to Lockport. The train was one motorcar, three 
freight trailers, and six dump cars for gravel, which made 
quite a train for even an experienced man to operate. 


Cars ran two minutes apart in sections sometimes and 
when Roy Clark, motorman, with line car and 3 flat cars 
caught up with a passenger car, stopping at a crossroad, 
the line car hit the passenger trolley so hard one man was 
killed, one on the line car jumped, fire followed and 2 flat 
cars and the passenger car were damaged by fire. This 
happened near Elmgrove station, then called South Greece. 
Clark was flagged by the conductor to slow down. Clark 


failed to do so with the above consequences. 
* % * 


Near Medina, one winter day, a passenger car from 
Lockport was going east too fast for a curve along the old 
Erie Canal. It jumped the track and the front end slid 
out over the canal bank for about 15 feet. No one was hurt 


but traffic was interrupted for some time. 
* * * 


During the celebration of the armistice of World War I, 
at the Lockport terminal, there was plenty of excitement. 
The 10:00 a.m. car was due to leave for Rochester when a 
soldier in the car pulled a gun from his coat and ordered 
conductor R. H. Jones to hold the car for a friend of his 
who hadn’t arrived. Jones quickly stepped forward, grabbed 
the gun from the soldier, left the trolley with it and walked 
into the dispatcher’s office. 

After explaining what happened, he left the gun in the 
office and returned to his trolley, where he discovered the 
soldier had disappeared. So he gave two bells to the motor- 
man and they were soon on their way to Rochester. 


When the R.R. crossing was installed at Otis Street 
depot on Lyell Ave. derailers were also installed on each 
side of the railroad. The crossing was covered with wooden 


planks which became slippery on icy days. 
* = * 


An I. R. C. crew brought a crane to Lockport and 
B. L. & R. crew with Bob Gunnison, motorman, to pilot the 
crane. I was moved to Siding 16 west of Brockport to 
put the freight motor 302 (see Photo) back on the track, 


then Gunnison and I.R.C. men returned the crane to Buffalo. 
* * * 


“Why Conductor Baxter Lived on the Trolley Line” 

A freight crew, one Sunday morning took a freight 
motor to Knowlesville and helped Conductor Baxter load 
his household furnishings. Then they went to Lockport and 
unloaded it. After this the trolley was parked at the Lock- 


port terminal while the men had lunch and later they re- 
turned the trolley to the Lyell Avenue car barns. The 
company didn’t charge Baxter for the use of the trolley 
and didn’t pay the crew as they were friends of his and 
glad to help Baxter move. * * * 

Knowlesville station after a bad wreck between an 
automobile and a trolley was moved across the tracks to 
the south side of the railway. The building had been ob- 


structing the view of trolleys approaching from the east. 
* * * 


There was a stub switch at the east end of Medina 
where low gondolas full of sweet corn were left by. freight 
motors during canning season. Wagons were then loaded 
with the corn and drawn across the railroad to the canneries. 

Motorman Gunnison, with a loaded passenger car struck 
a team of horses at the Knowlesville station. The car killed 
one horse and then the twin brother horse started to scream. 
A (B. L. & R.) detective jumped off the rear vestibule and 
started toward the scene of the accident. Gunnison mean- 
while had taken his controller handle, etc., and walked 
through the car to the rear end to back the trolley to the 
accident. He saw the crazy horse about the same time it 
saw the detective walking up the track. The horse started 
running for the man and Gunnison yelled to him to come 
back and get aboard, which he did none too soon, as the 
horse ran past the trolley and soon disappeared down the 
right of way. Sale 
“‘Memories” (by A. B. Elwell, Park Street, Brockport, N.Y.) 

With the coming of electric power into general use, the 
Buffalo, Lockport and Rochester trolley was conceived and 
soon became a reality. The people of Brockport grasped 
this opportunity to use this easy means of going short dis- 
tances. A car went over the rails each way at nearly every 
hour of the day, so you did not have to plan far ahead if 
you decided to go into Rochester. 

However, the writer had a very thrilling experience 
traveling to the city by trolley after a severe ice storm. 
Many wires were down and the rails were very icy. We 
left Brockport at about nine o’clock that morning. At 
Spencerport the trolley car became stalled on a grade and 
we all went over to the N.Y.C. (Falls Road station.) Several 
people returned to Brockport by the first train westward. 
Others, while waiting for a train to Rochester, were in- 
formed by a messenger who was sent over that the trolley 
had made the grade and that we could come back if we 
cared to. A few of us went back to the trolley and we 
reached the city at two o’clock that afternoon. I will 
always remember that experience, as sparks of electricity 
were flying through the car constantly. I watched the 
motorman and as he seemed perfectly calm, I did not become 
too frightened. However I think that most of us returned 
that night on the steam road, just the same. 

The trolley road had an exsistence of nearly 25 years, 
before the automobile came into general use. You hear 
many of the older citizens today say that they wish the 
old trolley cars were back as they ran so often it made it 


very convenient to go to town. 
* * 


Mr. Fred Gilford was ticket agent at Court & Exchange 
Station in 1914 when the B. L. & R. moved to Erie Depot 
on Court Street with the Rochester, Syracuse & Eastern. 
Fred was the last agent to sell interurban tickets in 1930. 
for Rochester & Eastern. 
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July 4th, 1914, an excursion to Buffalo attracted s iM 
many people to the Erie depot ticket office, that folks wer}; 


Th ait 


11 p.m. left many on the street. These went to hotels fo)» 
the night or to the homes of friends. The five interurba) 


lines averaged over 5000 people a day into Rochester |}! 
i oP the 


Motorman M. Harris stopped his trolley at Young} 
siding 16 one afternoon and waited for his conductor tin 
open the switch so he could run in on the siding, as he ways: 
scheduled to meet an eastbound passenger car at this poin{} ) 


While the conductor was unlocking the switch, Harriiil! 
looked up the track and saw the eastbound trolley comin 
at him at high speed. He yelled to his conductor to rur#il' 
opened his cab door and jumped. After the crash, thik! 


shaken up. The other motorman had also jumped, whe! 
he realized there was going to be a “corn field meet’, 7 
railroad men named these unexpected collisions. qyes 


* * * 


noon will never forget his brother, Roy Clark, when thijsus 
dispateher forgot the line repair car was out on the mailto 
line headed for the Rochester car barns with a flat car ipo 
front of it with some rolls of overhead copper trolley wirih : 
202 rounded a curve and met the line car with such foref tir 
the trolley slid up onto the flat car. 
jumped and was only bruised. 
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line never installed automatic block signals as you will fit! 
in the “Orange Limited’’ book on the Rochester and Easter} the 


Company for the New York State Railways. 
line operated solely on train orders as railroads did 
those days. 


home, heard a Rochester bound trolley coming. 
taking time to- finish dressing, with hat and tie in han), 
he dashed out of the house and ran to the nearby car st 
where he arrived just as the trolley rolled by. 


when they saw John climb up out of the mud and sté! 
back home as the trolley rolled on without him. 1 One 

One morning at High Bridge Motorman Havens h 
overlooked a meet with a Buffalo bound car and they w 
at the east end of the bridge. 


Loh Bridge. 

After a few words, Haven and his conductor backed 
/}eir trolley for about two miles and into the siding at 
laybee’s and waited where he should have been for Harris 


| pass. No harm was done but it was a close call. 
* Ss « 


| The Power line from Niagara Falls carried 60,000 volts 
) the sub-stations where there were three switches to be 
‘i lled by station operators such as Joe Hoyt, Brockport. 
)hen trying to locate trouble on the trolley line, current 
hs cut off between say, Medina and Gasport sub and if 
he was O.K. from Lockport to Gasport current came 
rough allright. Then Medina to Albion was pulled and 
) edina to Albion opened to see if line was opened and so 
lom station to station until the section with wires down or 
}token insulator was located. Sub-stations had an emer- 
yncy lamp charged by batteries for use when power went 
if, as often happened during severe thunder storms. Once 
| Joe took his dobber oil stick and was walking towards a 
Hyverter to oil it, the lightning hit one converter then 
J mped across to the other. Joe stopped, returned to 
3 chair, put his feet on the desk, and let the lightning play. 
‘was getting too close to be comfortable around the con- 
jrters. All sub-stations had two converters except Medina. 
haere were fewer grades on the railway in the section, so 
jrs used less power. If Medina was hit, Gasport and Albion 
)\d to carry the load. Prizes of $15, $10 and $5 went to 
‘e operators in the fall for the best kept lawn and flower 
ds, and there was a lot of rivalry between five stations 
r first prize. 

| Freight Car 101 as well as the passenger cars carried 
ijackbox with a handle and extension cord. Claude Hill 
| any other motorman, when he stopped his trolley near a 
yx located on a pole (there was one at every siding) could 
ag in from the left side of the trolley and call the dis- 
|tcher for train orders. Sometimes Hill, out with the line 
ir, left the trolley to walk up or down the track, to where- 
‘yer men were working. On such occasions, he carried the 
#)one-box with him, the extension cord plugged into the 
ye on the pole. This way he kept in touch with the dis- 
tcher and knew when he would have to get his trolley 
mf the main line onto a siding for some through train. 

A theater car left Rochester about 11 p.m. daily except 
imday for Medina. At 6 a.m. Mr. Fred Banham for years 
Nok this car back to Rochester, running local to Brockport 
jnere another car ran 10 minutes ahead of him, stopping 
ir local passengers. 

| Mr. Fred Banham was injured in a wreck at South 
“eece, now Elmgrove Road, on Dec. 18, 1910. He was 
‘ken to St. Mary’s Hospital in Rochester, and there he 
‘ssed his Hamilton watch. He soon recovered and re- 
wrned to work. The next spring, on March 12th, a con- 
1 .ctor found his watch in the snow at the roadside crossing, 
ul yund. the stem, and it started running although the hands 
lyre bent and the crystal broken. The watch was still 
Jeping good time for Mr. Banham until February 14, 1950. 
| One of the 500 series cars struck a team of horses at a 
lad crossing west of Gasport. The team was killed and 
‘le car went off the track and into a corn field so far from 
Je track the wrecking crew from the Lyell Avenue car 
‘ans couldn’t attach chains and pull it back to the track. 


f 
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Road foreman Snow and his men had to lay ties and _ rails 
and build a spur track from the car to the main line. Men 
worked for two days to rerail the trolley. 

Mr. Helmer Snow, a resident of Albion, New York, since 
1911, started his career as a railway track supervisor back 
in the gay nineties when the International Railway Com- 
pany of Buffalo leased the Erie Railroad line from Payne 
Jct. in the Tonawandas to Lockport. Mr. Snow started on 
the night trick as foreman pulling up the rails and laying 
new seventy pound rails with a crew of colored men. They 
had brought along several banjo players, and these boys 
kept the crews awake and on their toes. To drive a spike 
into a tie, they had a slogan “‘one tap and three raps.”’ The 
“raps” had to be good too, and if someone missed and hit 
the rail, the sledge hammer would put a dent in the rail. 
Such spots became worse when trolley cars ran over them. 
To discourage carelessness, they were fined $1.00 for the 
first time they hit a rail and $1.50 for each and every time 
thereafter during the day. 

When the conductors were paid thirty-five cents an 
hour, the treasurer and other officials suspected some of 
the men were not turning over to the company all the fares 
collected, when they completed their tour of duty. The 
company hired two Jewish gentlemen with assumed 
names of McCarthy and Brown to get friendly with 
the conductors. They passed as trolley officials from Ohio. 
McCarthy asked a B. L. & R. Irish conductor about his pay, 
hours of duty, and if there was much “knocking down” by 
conductors. Knocking down was a term used for knocking 
down or reducing the amount of fares turned over to the 
company from the amount collected from the passengers. 
“Well,” he replied, “I take some for meals and cigars now 
and then, a hair cut and oh a little more sometimes.” On 
further investigation, one man was found to have over 
$2,000. Such men were few, as the majority of the men 
were honest, reliable citizens. 


SPECIAL FROM ROCHESTER TO ONEONTA 
The Buffalo, Lockport and Rochester Railway with 


Conductor Harry Harmor and Motorman Charles Havens 
coupled the rear ends of two of their 500 series trolleys to- 
gether, removed some seats at the rear of one car where an 
ice box, stove, etc., were installed. A colored porter from 
the B. R. & P. Railroad went along and served lunches dur- 
ing the two day trip. 

These 500 series cars had a door in the center of the 
rear vestibule similar to railroad coaches and when coupled, 
back to back, could be operated in M-U service. 

This special stopped only for trolley officials going to 
the convention of Electric Railway men at Cooperstown in 
May, 1918. Leaving Rochester over the tracks of the Roch- 
ester, Syracuse and Eastern, one of their motormen was in 
the front vestibule as a pilot. This pilot warned the B..L. & 
R. motorman of sharp curves, rough spots in the roadbed, 

_At the Syracuse terminal alongside the Erie Canal, one 
block from North Salina Street a new pilot boarded the car 
and an Oneida Line car was coupled on in front of the 
B. L. & R. ears. A jumper or electric cable was attached to 
this car and they were on their way over the streets to. East 
Syracuse and the West Shore, double track, third rail line to 
Utica. 

Here trolley poles were pulled down and hooked onto the 
roofs and off they went. Now the current came from. the 


After 


Oneida car which was built for third rail operation. 
passing Canastota, Harry, standing on the rear platform, 
smelled rubber burning and on investigating he discovered 
the cable between his two cars was overheated by too much 


eurrent. He spoke to the General Manager, who ordered 
the train stopped at Oneida Castle and this cable was dis- 
connected and from there to Utica, the last car became a 
trailer. 

The 500’s were heavier and faster than the Oneida Line 
car and at sixty miles an hour were pushing it along the 
track. Pulling the third car slowed the train some but they 
made fast time into Utica where the Oneida car was un- 
coupled, more men boarded the train including a new pilot 
of the New York State Railways. 

They continued east through Ilion to Mohawk where 
they met the tracks of the Oneonta and Mohawk Valley Rail- 
way, a fifty-three mile line extending from Herkimer south 
to Oneonta. This was “The Leatherstocking Route.” 

With a new pilot, they ran south through Richfield 
Springs to Index, a junction point where they turned east 
onto a branch line to Cooperstown on Otsego Lake. After 
their party had left for the Otsego Inn, they ran back to 
Index and on south to the barns at Oneonta, where during 
the night the two B. L. & R. cars were cleaned, inspected, 
ete. After supper in Oneonta, Havens and Harmor dead 
headed back to Cooperstown to the Inn where they had a 
good time playing poker with other rail men until the wee 
smal] hours. 

About 10 the next morning they returned to Oneonta, 
boarded their red trolleys and returned to Cooperstown. 

When the convention was over, they retraced their rout. 
Only one trestle, a long wooden one north of Index, caused 
the crew any concern. Here Havens slowed the train to five 
miles an hour and Harry Harmor held his breath, which 
helped a lot, but the trestle held up under the heavy B. L. & 
R. cars and all returned home safely. 


Cupid rode the trolleys. Some men met their future 
wives on the trolleys. Sometimes a little petting was carried 
on at the stations too but at the sub-stations (power houses) 
Oh! No! and this line had one about every ten miles. Few 
passengers gave thought to the lonely operators at these out 
of the way stations. 

Word came to the offices at the Lyell Ave. car 
barns that some men were having eompany evenings so one 
dark night a special trolley went west. 

Superintendent Helmar Snow had been ordered to report 
to the car barns at midnight. Mr. Snow was in charge of 
eight foremen and their section gangs. These men took 
eare of the tracks and road bed. 

This June evening when Mr. Snow arrived at the car 
barn the general manager and superintendent were waiting 
for him. The latter told him to get aboard the passenger 
ear on the out-bound track, and they followed him. 

He was told to run to Elmgrove Road sub-station, and 
when a mile or so this side of the station to turn off the 
headlight and all other car lights, shut off the power, and 
let the trolley coast up to the station. 

The boss said, ‘‘We have heard rumors the night. opera- 
tors are having girl friends drop in and stay until early in 
the morning.” 

So the three men rode along through the night, visiting 
Elmgrove, Brockport and Albion without anything unusual 


84 


ocurring. Each operator was alone and the men seemed 
surprised to see the top brass out so late at night. So they 
rode until they arrived at Culvert Station, east of Medina. 
When they arrived, the three men ran into the building to 
surprise the operator, who was found alone. From his dials 
on the control board, he knew there was a trolley on the 
line somewhere, but how near he didn’t know until their 
arrival, but he was prepared. 

Finding no one else, after a good search the three 
left to try again at Gasport station and on down the line, 
and then they went to Lockport, wyed the car, and returned 
at once to Rochester. 

The Top Brass didn’t know that as Mr. Snow fol- 
lowed them out of the Culvert Station, he looked up 
into the two story addition on the front of the building 
into the shaft, and in the semi-darkness he saw a girl hang- 
ing by a rope, swinging in the dark ten feet above the floor. 

The next week Snow dropped in alone on Mr. Fitzgerald 
and asked him if the girl he had hid up in the cupola was 
still alive. Fitzgerald replied, “She was plenty mad and 
after I lowered her and untied the rope which I had tie 
around her waist, she stormed out and has never been back.’ 


ROCHESTER AND EASTERN SENDS 
FREIGHT TO B. L. & R. 

Several weeknights after 6 p.m. the westbounc 
freight stopped in Victor and coupled on to a trailer whict 
had been filled during the day by men of the Locke Insulatoi 
Company. The trailer had been left on the passing siding by 
an East Bound trolley in the morning. 

Conductor J, Erskine and his motorman, often Ab 
Lenhouts, would take the trailer to the Erie freight hous 
on Exchange Street in Rochester where a B. L. & R. crey 
picked it up and took it to Lockport. There the I.R.C. tool 
over and later delivered it to a firm in Niagara Falls. 
of pianos from E. Rochester by R. S. & E. and loads fron 
Chapin-Lipe Gear Co., Syracuse, etc., all made business fo’ 
the B. L. & R. 

The company’s car barn, repair shops and general office 
were all located in Greece just west of the Buffalo, Roch 
ter & Pittsburgh Ry. overpass. All were housed in on 
building, a 155’ x 165’ concrete block affair. There wer 
eight tracks in the shops. Six were for inspection and sto: 
age, two ran into the carpenter shop and paint shop and on 
into the machine shop, where truck and motor overhaulin 
was done. <A unique feature of this machine shop was tha 
the floor was depressed five feet below track level and belo\ 
the level of the rest of the yard. Thus, no pit was necessar 
and the underside of the cars was readily accessible. 
was a concrete building with a wooden roof with plenty ¢ 
steel trusses to. form a strong building, divided into fov 
sections with roll up doors. Each section was co 
pletely fireproof, one section housing machine and blac 
smith shops, and heating plant. Another section containe 
pit tracks and storage room. Another section containe 
offices and trainmen’s rooms on the west side and carpenté 
and paint shop behind that. Each section provided storag 
for several cars at the east or front end of the buildin 

Today, the car barns, located west of Baltimore & Oh 
R.R. and along the N. Y. Central (Falls Branch) is a 
house. The right-of-way from Lee Road west to Lor 
Pond Road, in the town of Gates, is used as Trolley Blv 
says Mr. Frank F. Kipers, Town Supervisor. 
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